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Using Prewriting Strategies for Promoting EFL Students’ Writing

Skills and Attitudes

Yin Yin San, Thwe Thwe Maw
University of Computer Studies, Monywa, Technological University, Monywa
yinyinsanl97@gmail.com, thwalthwalmaw80@gmail.com

ABSTRACT: This paper concerns with the teaching of the writing skills to EFL students. Most EFL students are facing
many challenges in writing. Therefore, this study was conducted with an aim to investigate difficulties in EFL students
writing and factors that hinder their writing skills. It also aims to find out the strategies to promote EFL students writing
skills and changing passive attitudes into active ones and get pleasure in their writing. They don’t know how to start and
can’t use vocabulary and grammatical structures correctly in their writing tasks. Therefore, teachers need to select the
most appropriate strategies in their writing class. Prewriting strategies such as Brainstorming, Listing, Clustering and
Free writing help EFL students with both their invention and organization of ideas about the topic. In this study, these
strategies were applied to writing class of EFL students. The data collected through three methods, they were
questionnaires, interviewing with language teachers and just over sixteen-year experiences of author as a language teacher
in several Universities of Computer Studies (UCSs). The result showed that EFL students could overcome the difficulties
of their writing tasks by using these prewriting strategies.

Keywords: challenges, prewriting strategies, attitudes, writing skills

1. INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this research report is to develop
the writing skill of the EFL students by using prewriting
strategies. Prewriting strategies such as Brainstorming,
Listing, Clustering and Free writing can enhance
students’ writing abilities and also reduce the fear of
writing tasks. To develop the writing skill, students must
know the usefulness of prewriting steps and can use these
effective strategies in their writing tasks. Starting writing
is a problem for many, especially EFL students.
Prewriting is the most important skill to emphasize and
practice for beginner. Therefore, prewriting strategies are
necessary to encourage EFL students writing skills
According to (Zamel, 1982) prewriting is the initial
stage of writing activities, in this stage, students explore
the ideas that are related to the topic and discover the
connection of these various ideas. It is very crucial stage
because this is the first step of writing task. In this step,
students have to learn how to begin and produce the flow
of ideas. So, these strategies are very suitable for EFL
students.

Today, English has been taught as a compulsory
subject from first year to Ph.D. at the University of
Computer studies. Moreover, the current causes that are
taught in universities are written in English, so students
need to be skilful in four skills such as listening,
speaking, reading and writing. Among them, academic
writing is a very difficult task for EFL students and it is
not easy to master. Alexander et al, 2008 says that it is
the most important skill needed in an academic context.
In addition to, Academic writing is very formal style and
this style of writing can be very challenging for EFL
students because it requires them to generate and

organize ideas in a language this is not their first
language (Hashempour et al.2015).

To be effective the writing tasks, the teachers
are the most responsible person to facilitate their
student’s writing performance. When students are
beginners, teachers need to facilitate the student’s
prewriting activities. By facilitating like that they can get
ideas about the topic by brainstorming before starting
the actual writing. Therefore, prewriting activities help
students deal with and overcome their writing block. To
enable students to write effectively, the researcher
proposed this study as a kind of solution model to
overcome writing difficulties and change students’
attitude toward writing.

2. LITERATURE REVIEW

EFL is an abbreviation for “English as a Foreign
Language”. And EFL is mainly used to talk about
students whose first language is not English. Therefore,
learning how to write in a foreign language is one of the
most challenging aspects of foreign language teaching
and learning. Writing in a second language is a complex
process because EFL learners often need to overcome
writing blocks and they face many challenges how to
generate the ideas that are relevant to the writing topic
and to prepare in appropriate organization pattern.
Writing is not just a way to create a document: it can be
a technique to discover topics and related ideas. Learning
to write in a foreign language is more difficult than
learning other skills as it involves much anxiety. The
purpose of writing strategies training is not only to make
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students aware of their writing process but also to teach
them how strategies are associated with good writing. In
writing, the prewriting stage is considered as the most
crucial stage because prewriting is an activity “that
encourages students to write stimulate thoughts for
getting started”. It also encourages using students’ prior
knowledge and it depends on their critical thinking, etc.
Therefore, prewriting strategies, namely Brainstorming,
Listing, Clustering and Free writing are essentially
needed to motivate EFL learners to developing the
writing skills.

According to Marra, prewriting consists of four
main steps: choosing a topic, considering a purpose,
identifying the audience and gathering and organizing
ideas. Effective prewriting makes the rest of the writing
process easier and less stressful. If students spend much
time and effort in the prewriting step, they will be
necessary the less time on the rest of the writing process.
Therefore, prewriting step is very useful for beginners
and every writing task. If students draw a plan for their
writing tasks before starting of their actual performance,
they can write the writing tasks with certain purpose and
structures systematically.

The benefits of prewriting are not limited to the
writing class. Students can learn the organizational skill
from the prewriting stage. It teaches students how to
apply thinking, planning and organizing skills to other
learning tasks. Acquiring these skills reduces anxiety,
not only from writing but also all testing in general.
Getting in the habit of using prewriting activities changes
the way people approach a project of any sort, whether it
be a research paper, an engineering project, or even an
art project. | n this stage, students can brainstorm ideas,
choose appropriate grammatical structures, suitable
research strategies and create outline or visual plan
before starting on the final product. The most valuable
thing of prewriting stage is that students can reduce a lot
of stress concern with the writing tasks.

3. THE IMPORTANCE OF WRITING

Writing is a key element for every sector and it
can be used with a variety of purpose. According to
Sharma, writing can be applied for personal, education,
entertainment, Business and news. The reader can be
private or public depending on the situation.

In the past, writing was used to communicate
from one place to another for example sending a letter
from place to place in a short or long distance. Therefore,
writing skills are essentially needed for communication
secretor. Excellent writing skills can communicate the

writer message effectively than face to face or phone
communication.

Today, due to the evolution of information
technology, writers are in demand to create digital media
content. Moreover, News websites, social media
marketing, many other IT related or non-IT companies
are also needed writer to write for digital marketing
channels such as brand quotes, advertisement, media
posts and blogs. So, writing is essentially needed every
time.

In education field, writing plays an important
role for writing research, project paper, assignments,
journal and examination etc. If students are poor in
writing, they cannot tackle above the tasks. Moreover,
the writing test is the main criteria to assess students’
educational ability in university. Therefore, students
need to be skilful the writing.

4. SURVEY AND NEEDS ANALYSIS

In order to investigate the actual needs for
developing the writing skills of EFL students, the survey
was conducted with 40 EFL adult learners aged from 17
to 19 and were randomly selected from a variety of
sections to participate in this study. The questionnaire,
which consisted of short questions and multiple choice
items, were given to 40 EFL students.

4.1. Needs Analysis Questionnaire for the EFL
Students

This questionnaire is intended to obtain your
English Language needs. Please fill it in as completely as
possible. Thank you for your cooperation.
Name
Age
Year
Specialized Subject

I. Please mark v'In the appropriate box.

1. Is there enough practice for preparing the writing test

in the class?
ves [ No [

2. Which skill(s) do you think you can do best?

Reading |:| Writing |:|
Speaking [ | Listening ]

3. How efficient are you in the writing test?

Excellent [ ] Good [ ]
Fair I:I Poor |:|
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4. What is your attitude towards learning English in the
current course?

Tooeasy [ | Too difficult [ ]
Rather difficult [ | Rather easy [ ]

5. How often is the writing test given?

Much too often [ ] Enough [ ]
Rather too infrequently [ | Never [ |

6. Which of the following make(s) you silent in class?
The lack of confidence

L

The fear of making mistakes

The feeling of having nothing to say on the subject

1

The feeling of having something to say but no access to
right words

1

7. What are the main problems you face in writing?
Spelling

Punctuation
Structures

Functions

IIRipipl

Others

8. How well do you write in English?
Fluently

With little difficulty

With some difficulty

i

With great difficulty

9. If you have poor results in the writing test, what is the
reason?

Lack of knowledge in technique

Lack of grammar usage

Il

Lack of practice

Lack of confidence I:I
10. Please indicate the overall level of your writing
skill.

Low

Medium

il

High

11. How do you find the writing tasks assigned to you?
Interesting

i

Boring
12. In your opinion, how important is the role of
grammar to develop the writing skill?

Critically important

Very important

UL

Somewhat important
I1. Answer the following questions completely.

1. How many periods per week do you have to learn
writing at the University?

2. How do you expect to be trained to improve your
writing skill?

3. How often do you write in English for academic
purpose?

4. Are you allowed to use your mother tongue in the
classroom?

6. Has your teacher given you any additional resources
materials or practice test to help you prepare outside
class?

7. Which skill are you interested in?
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8. Which skill(s) have you got most from studying the
current text book?

4.2. Findings

According to the data collected from the
questionnaires, 80% of students are not excellent and
good at their writing test. They also gain less interest and
motivation in their writing in English than other skills,
namely listening and reading .Although EFL students
have been learning this skill from primary to university,
they still find some difficulty in writing. 48% of EFL
students are very interested in English but some students
find the writing tasks as a boring task. The survey shows
that 60% of students are poor in handling grammatical
structures and also insufficient vocabulary in their
writing tasks. Moreover, they have not enough practice
for preparing the writing test in the class. In addition to,
75% EFL students are afraid of the writing tests because
they are lack of confidence, fear of making mistakes and
lack of knowledge in technique.

According to the author teaching experiences
and interviewing with language teachers, many EFL
students are very poor in their writing because English is
not their native language. Moreover, they consider that
writing is difficult and unrewarding for them. Therefore,
they have focused on memorization instead of writing
themselves to develop the writing skills. In addition to,
they have limited time to practice the writing tasks
because the examination-oriented teaching system
imposes control the writing class. The most difficult
problem they face is that they are not familiarized with
writing strategies. Moreover, they have not sufficient
knowledge about organizing ideas in writing. And they
are also weak in vocabulary and they are necessary much
more practice and the strategies to develop the writing
skills.

5. STRATEGIES FOR GETTING
STARTED

Writing is a complex activity. Understanding
this complexity is the key to effective teaching writing.
It is very difficult to teach writing for EFL students. It
seems that writing is rather difficult for them although
they want to write. The biggest challenge of EFL
students is that they have no idea where to begin and how
to start their writing tasks. Some students start their
writing tasks with complete sentences and paragraphs.
However, other start the prewriting strategies based on

the writing tasks that are familiar with the topic. Most
people have known the term ‘prewriting’ but they are
unaware of prewriting process and the benefits of these
practices. It is very important stage because it can help
writers develop clear reasoning. Moreover, it can also
increase the efficiency of the writing tasks by
brainstorming about the topic before beginning a first
draft. It is the classroom activity that encourages students
to write and it stimulates thoughts for getting started. In
fact, it moves students away from having to face a blank
page toward generating tentative ideas and gathering
information for writing. Therefore, these strategies are
very useful for students who face the difficulties of
writing. There is a variety of strategies for getting started
with a writing task. It is the most crucial stage for the
teacher to choose the suitable strategies for their
student’s needs. Here are some effective prewriting
strategies for getting started.

5.1 Brainstorming

Brainstorming is an activity which aims to help
students get ideas together at the important pre-writing
stage. It combines a relaxed, informal approach to
problem solving with lateral thinking. Students can use
this technique by individual or by group. It is a method
of sharing knowledge in which all the members of a
group can share their knowledge about a particular topic
freely. It provides a free and open environment that
encourages everyone to participate. Creative solution can
be generated by group’s members brainstorming. By a
brainstorming activity, students can produce relevant
vocabulary, making comments, asking question and
making associations as freely as in a short time. After
brainstorming, students can write down the most
effective and appropriate ideas on paper without
worrying about grammar, spelling, organization, or the
quality of the ideas. For this research, brainstorming is
defined as efforts to get or generate ideas by cooperation
among the members.

5.2 Listing

Listing is an activity performed by only one
student. Listing is distinct from free writing and
brainstorming in that students generate only words and
phrases, which can be classified and organized in a
sketch way. According to Domingues, Listing can help
overcome writer’s block and lead to the discovery,
focusing and development of a topic. A first step of
listing is to find an approach to a particular subject area.
According to Nordquist, at that stage, students have to
produce lists of words or phrases under a particular topic
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as possible as they can imagine. The list is concerned
with all the main ideas and subcategories.

5.3 Clustering

Clustering is also called mind mapping or idea
mapping. It is a strategy that allows students to explore
the relationships between ideas. In clustering, students
put key word of a subject matter in the center of a page.
The students must jot down all the new ideas related to
topic using words or short phrases. It is different from
listing, in which ideas are located on the page or board,
which look like a web. It is especially useful in
determining the relationship between ideas. By sharing
their cluster patterns, students can know a variety of
approaches to the subject matter which might generate
further material for writing.

5.4 Free writing

Free writing is a prewriting technique in
academic environments. According to Raimes, the main
idea of this technique is that students can write down
many ideas on the page quickly without worrying about
grammatical structures or any other rules of writing in a
limited time. It mainly emphasizes on content and
fluency. In which, the teacher don’t need to correct
students’ writing and read them and perhaps comment on
the ideas the writer expressed. It can help students to
overcome writing blocks and can motivate them to write
down everything confidently. Elbow (1973) says that it
is very useful for group activities because group
members can negotiate the works successfully with this
strategy. In which, students can create language naturally
and make the writing process easy and comfortable.

6. METHOD

Instruments used in the present study include
writing tests to measure writing achievement and writing
strategies. The questionnaires aimed to investigate
students’ background information and information about
their use of writing strategy during writing process. On
the other hand the scores that students obtained in the
writing tests (pretest and posttest) are used in correlation
analyses to demonstrate correlations between the
independent variable, i.e., application of motivational
activities, and dependent variables, i.e., the rate of
strategy use and writing achievements. Participant of the
study are under-graduation level 40 EFL students.

7. FINDINGS
Data collected from the pretest showed that
40% of students could apply prewriting strategies and

could start their writing tasks appropriately. 35% of
students could organize their writing tasks properly and
50% of students used vocabularies correctly .60% of
students wrote the writing tasks by using linkers and 38%
of students had ideas about the topic. 42% of students
had background knowledge and 10% of students
submitted blank scripts.

By contract on the posttest a large group of
participants (82%) employed prewriting strategies and
could start their writing tasks fluently. Not a single
student in this group submitted a blank script, and 70%of
students wrote many sentences in which topic sentences
and used linkers correctly. Moreover, 75%of students
could organize the ideas systematically. In addition to,
67% of students could use vocabularies efficiently.
Moreover, 80% of students improved the background
knowledge of the writing. The results shown in the table
reveal that the performance of posttest group was better
than the pretest. Moreover, the application of prewriting
strategies training could enable EFL learners to handle
the prewriting stage successfully and consequently could
help students improve their writing in terms of
organization of ideas, focus on the topic, and the length
of their texts.

Results of before and after introducing prewriting

strategies
no | Writing Group Number %
Sub-skills of
students
1 | fluency pretest 16 40
posttest 33 82
2 | organization | pretest 14 35
posttest 30 75
3 | vocabulary | pretest 20 50
posttest 27 67
4 | linker pretest 24 60
posttest 28 70
5 | idea pretest 15 38
posttest 28 70
6 | knowledge pretest 17 42
posttest 32 80

8. CONCLUSIONS

The purpose of this research report is to
highlight the usefulness of prewriting strategies for EFL
students. Many learners as well as some teachers skip the
prewriting stages because they see it as unnecessarily
burdensome and time consuming. Prewriting is an
essential part of the entire writing process. Moreover,
Prewriting strategies enhance students’ writing
performance in terms of the organization of ideas and

Journal of Information Technology and Education Science 2019, Vol-01 212



help increase self-motivation and creativity of writing
process. Therefore, it is important for students to plan out
prewriting strategies correctly.

The author used some prewriting strategies in
the writing class to motivate students” writing skills. By
using these strategies, nearly all students take part in the
writing activities actively. Most students improved their
writing ability having received writing strategies
training. In addition to, prewriting strategies training
developed positive attitude towards writing. Before
introducing prewriting strategies, students are not
interested in the writing tasks. Moreover, they are not
able to organize their ideas in writing and they want to
find the model answers from online or other sources
instead of writing by themselves.

Suggested prewriting strategies presented in
this report are intended to be of great help to the teachers
as well as students. Students can also apply these
strategies in their writing tasks. So, it is hoped that this
research report will provide some helps for EFL students
to develop their writing skills.
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ABSTRACT: This research paper aims to investigate the promoting of the students ‘speaking skills through the use of
communicative language teaching (CLT) approach. We describe what teachers should do in applying the communicative
language teaching (CLT) in the classroom in teaching activity and to analyse the benefits of using CLT in teaching learning
process for the teachers and students. The main problem underlying this work is that many students are unable to carry on
a spontaneous communication using the target language. The main cause behind this problem is that the student teachers
focus on teaching a set of grammatical rules and the lecture time is constraint. Therefore, the present paper aimed to
provide readers with interesting materials, empowering activities such as, imitation, responsive, intensive, extensive
performance, transactional dialogue, and interpersonal dialogue to improve their speaking abilities. In addition, the
students can boost their speaking ability by utilizing various instruments such as, role play, videos, opinion or ideas and
small talk. Sample of the study were the first year engineering students at the Monywa Technological University.

Observation and questionnaire were used as a tool to collect data from respondents.

Keywords: communicative language teaching, speaking skills, activities, observation, questionnaire

1. INTRODUCTION

The Communicative Language Teaching is an
approach to the teaching of second and foreign languages
which emphasizes communication or interaction and the
ultimate goal of learning a language. The
Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) was the
product of educators and linguists who had grown
dissatisfied with earlier Grammar Translation and Audio
Lingual methods, because both of methods were not able
to fulfill the demand of communicative competence of
learners perfectly.

Speaking skill is crucial part of foreign
language teaching and learning. Through speaking we
can share our ideas and thoughts with other people; in
that way a smooth interaction between people can take
place. Promoting learners’ speaking skills is one aspect
of developing their communicative competence and
language proficiency level. In many social contexts, the
speaking skill is highly required much more than other
skills which are seemingly taught in English language
classrooms.

Teachers of English may experience the same
situation in which students are unwilling to speak. There
are of course many factors causing this problem, such as:
lack of confidence; lack of vocabulary; lack of practice;
and other say that they are not used to speak in the target
language outside the classrooms.

Many teachers agree that CLT is the best
method to obtain and to implement in their classrooms to
improve the learners in real life activities and pure
communication. One of the most significant current
discussions in speaking is promoting students’ speaking
skills through the use of CLT and we have investigated
whether teaching the speaking skill by using
communicative language teaching approach is effective
to overcome the students’ problems in speaking skill.
The main research questions of this study are: 1) Do the
first year engineering students from the Technological

University of Monywa develop their speaking ability
after learning through communicative activities? 2)
What are the students’ perceptions towards the use of
communicative activities in the classroom? 3) What are
the students’ attitudes towards communicative activities
used in the classroom

2. REVIEW OF THE RELATED
LITERATURE

2.1 Communicative Language Teaching
Approach

Communicative language teaching approach
was started developing in Great Britain in 1960s. Since
its inception in the 1970s, CLT has served as a major
source of influence on language teaching practice around
the world. Many of the issues raised by a communicative
teaching methodology are still relevant today, though
teachers who are relatively new to the profession may not
be familiar with them. CLT approach provided a
rethinking classroom teaching methodology. It was
developed to help the learners to communicate
effectively in the target language.

In contract to traditional approaches in which
teachers transmit knowledge and learners receive passive
knowledge; CLT is a learner-centered approach which
insists on maintaining a social relationship between the
learners and teachers. In learners-centered approaches,
the learners are motivated to be able to think that the
ability to speak a language is the product of language
learning

The learners need to communicate in order to
express their ideas, feeling and thoughts. This is the main
reason why communicative activities should be
integrated into the lesson. It is well-known that all people
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need to understand spoken language in different
situations, such as, daily life, work, school, community,
among others.

One of the obstacles of learning speaking is
contradiction between class materials and courses, so
that most of the teachers do not facilitate situations for
real practice in speaking. Besides, the teacher should take
into account the students’ interest and needs. To develop
the students, communicative competence, they first learn
how to convey meaning, and how to participate in speech
event. Grammar should not be the main focus.

Speaking is the production skill that is included
in two main categories: accuracy and fluency. Accuracy
consists of using vocabulary, grammar and
pronunciation through some activities, fluency take into
account “the ability to keep going when speaking
spontaneously” (Gower, Philips, & Walter, 1995).
Communicative language teaching today refers to a set
of generally agreed upon principles that can be applied
in different ways, depending on the teaching context, the
age of the learners, their level, and their learning goals,
and so on. Communicative language teaching
methodology includes the following principles:

= The students need not only to learn the

grammatical rules and  memorize
vocabulary but also know how to use them
in a given situation.

= The teachers need to make different

situations or tasks to help the students to
use the target language for meaningful
purposes.

=  The teachers need to focus more on fluency

since the primary goal is getting students to
communicate meaningfully.

= The students must be provided with the

important skills needed to communicate in
real world context.

= The students are given opportunities to

focus on their own learning process
through an understanding of their own
styles of learning and through the
development of appropriate strategies for
autonomous learning.

2.2. Developing Speaking skill

One of the most important goals of teachers is
to enable learners to use English for communication.
According to many theories, speaking skill can be
improved by games, role play and videos, etc. Evidence
shows that speaking should incorporate activities in a

group work (Oradee, 2012). There are some types of
speaking performance that can help students to improve
speaking skill. (Brown, 2007). Types of speaking
performance that learners are expected to carry out in the
classroom include the following oral production:

2.2.1. Imitative

Many students when they are exposed to
authentic materials tend to imitate native speakers, they
pronounce the word in the same way they heard them.
These actually help learners and improve their speaking
skill.

2.2.2. Intensive

It goes one step beyond imitative to include any
speaking performances that are designed to practice
some phonological or grammatical aspects of language.

.2.2.3. Responsive

The students in the language class are
responsive; they reply to the teachers with short answers
when they are asked or comment about a given situation.
However, it can’t be extended to dialogues.

2.2.4. Transactional Dialogue

Transactional dialogues are an extended form of
responsive language, they are accomplished for the
purpose of exchanging information and it could be a part
of group or pair work.

2.2.5. Interpersonal Dialogue

Interpersonal dialogues are carried out in order
to maintain social relationship more than for the
transmission of facts and information. Students may
encounter difficulties in performing these dialogues
since they include colloquial language, slang, ellipses
which are not easy to be worked by the students.

2.2.6. Extensive Monologue

Students in the intermediate or advanced level
are required to give oral reports, summaries or short
speechs. Teachers need to provide students facilities to
participate in group work.

2.3. Activities Used In CLT

Communicative activities have an important
role in creating the opportunities for students to use the
language for communicative purpose. Teachers need to
use a lot of English speaking activities to motivate
learners to study and speak in English, and they increase
learning classroom environment. Teachers can use a
funny discussion and ask students to talk about their best
moments that they ever had. . According to Moss and
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Ross-Feldman (2003), any activity which requires the
learner to speak and listen to others includes the use of
communication.  Activities with  communicative
purposes are helpful for breaking down barriers, finding
information, expressing ideas about one and learning
about culture

2.3.1. Role Play

Role play is a vital to improve learners’
comprehension and production system. Role play is one
of the methods that enable learners to improve a range of
real life spoken language in the classroom (Cook, 2001).
For example, a teacher needs to choose a conversation
from a book .This activity can help students to overcome
their shyness, fears and anxiety

For example: A customer wants to buy a

computer and he goes to the computer shop. The pair will
play the role of seller and buyer:
Seller:  Greeting and offer help
Buyer: Explain what you want / are looking for
Seller:  Show the customer two models
Give technical specifications
Give information required, and compare the
two models
Buyer: Ask for some technical specifications:
What type of processor and its speed?
Which one has more memory?
What’s the storage capacity of the two models?
Do they have internet software?
What about the operating system?
How much do they cost?

2.3.2. Functional Activity

Teachers taught language functions and topics
that ranged from easy to difficult. Consequently, the
students gradually learnt and improved their speaking
ability. Moreover, the language functions and topics
suited to students’ needs and interests. The students
could also apply the knowledge from the previous
functions to use in the next functions. There are many
functional language activities in the communicative
classrooms: Making a phone call, ordering a meal, asking
for and giving direction and Making a reservation for
hotel.

For example: Making a reservation for a hotel
Student A: Imagine you work as a receptionist at the
Holiday Hotel. You have to ask the guest for the
following information

Holiday Hotel

Telephone number..................ocoviiiiinnnnn.
ROOM SIZE ...
Number of people.........ccooveviviiiiiiiiin,
Number of night...............coooviiiiiiiinnn..

Method of payment........cccoeveveiniiiininnnnanen..

Student B

You want to book a hotel room. You have to give
the receptionist the following information.

Your name is Tun Tun

Your telephone number is 09-253-604-866

You want a double room for two nights.

You will stay with your sister.

You want to pay in cash.

2.3.3. Videos

According to an investigation by Rice &
Woodsmall (1998), the videos markedly raise learners’
lexical grammar. The effectiveness of video depends on

students ‘age and interest in specific context (Silverman
& Hines, 2009).

2.3.4. Opinion / Ideas

When we ask for opinions on controversial
topics or situations, a lot of discussion can be generated.
The learners may be divided into groups who discuss and
come out with their opinions. Here, students have a lot of
language to communicate their ideas.
Task: Discuss in your groups and come out with your
opinions on the following statement:
“The present day youths are completely distracted from
studies due to the use of social media.”’

2.3.5. Small Talk (Individual)

This is an interesting performance based on a
given topics in which learners try to present a topic that
really interests learners. Making a conversation based on
a ready-given situation and giving a one-minute
presentation based on a given topics in the target
language help them to promote their speaking ability.
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For example: Now you are going to prepare a
one-minute presentation in English. Choose a topic.

-A typical day

-Your plan for the future

-Learning a language

-Your home town

-Your free time

3. THE DIFFERENT ROLES OF THE
TEACHER IN COMMUNICATIVE
APPROACH

The teacher in a communicative classroom has
totally different roles from his/her counterpart in the
traditional classroom. Communicatively speaking, the
teacher interacts “with students, giving feedback,
offering solutions and assign in collaborative way’’
(Gutierrez, 2005:7).The teachers need to organize the
classroom as a setting for communication and
communicative activities. Besides, the teachers need to
design the teaching materials to promote communicative
language use.

Generally  speaking, the communicative
classroom requires less teacher centred instruction.
However, this don’t mean putting away the teacher
authority inside the classroom, the focus should be
placed on proving many opportunities for the students to
practice the target language and on fulfilling the teachers
various roles.

4. THE STUDENTS’ ROLES

In a communicative classroom learners are
provided with opportunities to rely on themselves and
acquire the target language “by using it rather than...by
studying it>’ (Taylor, 1983:70). In addition to, students
interact primarily with each other rather than with the
teacher. Students then should strive for building
vocabulary, acquiring fluency and achieving accuracy.
Besides, they make attempt for better pronunciation,
appropriate intonation and stress in the expressions of
ideas and feelings.

5. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS

The purpose of this study is to examine the
effectiveness of communicative activities on the first
year engineering students’ speaking ability and explore
students’ perceptions towards the use of communicative
activities in the classroom. The participants were 32 first
year engineering students selected by using a
convenience sampling procedure. The instruments used
in this study including a pre-test and rubric of speaking

ability for evaluating speaking ability, student perception
questionnaire.

Students’ English speaking ability was
significantly different at the level after learning through
communicative activities. According to the results, there
was the effectiveness of communicative activities on
students’ English speaking ability. The effectiveness of
communicative activities included encouraging students
to speak English, providing students opportunities to
practice a variety of activities, encouraging students to
learn language subconsciously, being taught from easy to
difficult one, supporting students’ self-confidence, and
suiting to students’ needs and interest.

First of all, the analysis of the students’
guestionnaire reveals that communicative approach has
an effect on the development of students’ speaking skill.
Two-third of students shows a great willing to learn
English and speak it fluently. In the second part of the
students’ questionnaire, the collected data shows that the
majority of students participate in the oral class and they
are really willing to improve their speaking skill because
they feel comfortable and motivated by their teachers. In
the third part which is devoted to the learners’
preferences, the collected answer shows that the majority
of the students are willing to work in group work
activities in order to learn from each other and share their
opinions.

Secondly, the analysis of the teachers’
questionnaire shows that most of teachers are actually
applying some principles of communicative language
teaching in their classes. In the second part of teachers’
questionnaire the collected answers affirmed that the
majority of their students are motivated to speak and they
are willing to use the language because of the different
communicative activities that are used in the classroom,
such as; discussions, role plays...etc. In the third part of
the students’ questionnaire, the collected data shows that
the majority of the teachers agree that they should act as
a guide and facilitator in order to help their students to
feel comfortable and less inhibited in the oral class.

Thirdly, the results show that the learners faced
the problems when learning through communicative
activities and the learners improved in many aspects after
learning through communicative activities. This results
are shown in the following tables:

Table 1:The Problems with Learning through
Communicative Activities
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The problems with Number | Percentag
learning through =32 e
communicative activities
Mispronunciation 12 37.5
Being unable to translate the 8 25.00
conversation
Having vocabulary 13 40.62
limitation
Absent partner 4 12.50
Noisy room 3 9.38
Time constraint 5 15.62
Being unable to understand 3 9.38
the procedure of the
activities
Technical problems 3 9.38
Lack of confidence in 5 15.62
speaking

As shown in table 1, the first three problems that
the learners faced while learning through communicative
activities were having limited vocabulary (40.62%),
followed by mispronunciation (37.00%), and being
unable to translate the conversation (25.00%).The more
minor problems that the learners faced in the classroom
were noisy room, being unable to understand the
procedure of the activities and technical problems
(9.38%).

Table 2:Learners’ Developed Aspects after learning
through Communicative Activities

Learners’ developed | Number | Percentage
aspects after learning =32

through communicative

activities

Self-confidence 21 65.63
Speaking ability 19 59.38
Thinking 4 12.5
Gesture 4 12.5
Knowledge 3 9.38

Pronunciation 12 37.5
Vocabulary 4 12.5
Grammar 3 9.38
Fluency 3 9.38
Listening ability 3 9.38
Writing ability 2 6.25
Reading ability 2 6.25
Interaction with other 2 6.25
learners

As shown in table 2, the results show that the
most percentage of the learners improved in their self-
confidence and speaking ability and pronunciation. And
then, the least percentage of the learners responded that
their fluency, knowledge, writing ability, reading ability
and interaction with other learners were developed.

6. CONCLUSION

Teaching speaking using the communicative
language teaching approach is a very important part of
teaching English as a foreign language teaching. The
result of this study revealed that the communicative
activities had a positive effect on the first year
engineering students’ English speaking ability. The
students also had positive perceptions and the positive
attitudes towards the communicative activities used in
the classroom. Apart from English speaking ability,
students improved other abilities including listening,
writing and reading, their self-confidence, their
motivation, interaction and classroom participation .But
the students face many difficulties within the classroom
when trying to say things in foreign language because of
shyness and fear of making mistakes during their
learning process among them. However, the teacher
should adjust the students’ proficiency level before
designing the lesson plans. Having clear procedures for
doing the activities is very vital. The teacher should
explain the procedure before letting the students doing
the activities. Besides, giving the instructions, the teacher
should demonstrate how to do the activities and then
check the students’ understanding by asking them to
repeat the procedure of doing activities. Asking the
students to work in pair is an effective way to let them
practice speaking English. It also creates interaction
between the students in the classroom. The students also
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should have a chance to work in groups because it creates
good relationships between the students and also
promotes unity in the classroom. Moreover, in the role
play activity, the teacher should set a situation that is
similar to a real life situation. The teacher should also use
authentic materials as a model for students such as videos
clips, advertisements, newspapers, and magazines.
Teaching oral communication in the foreign language,
freely and correctly, is more difficult more demanding.
So the teachers need to create a suitable classroom
atmosphere to give treatment or to reduce the anxiety of
the students. Although a lot of studies have been done in
this area, we feel the need for further research to provide
some solutions for the teachers to apply more effective
methods and procedures in their teaching.
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ABSTRACT: The aim of the study is to investigate the Impact of the Integrating Reading and Writing Skills at the
Technological Universities. When students study English as a foreign language, they find many difficulties, especially in
reading and Writing skills in their current situation. Most students fail to be good readers in their reading of the prescribed
text book. Reading is actually the most important activity in any language as a source of information and as an extending
one’s knowledge of the language. Since this research report focuses on developing the reading and writing skills and some
aspects of reading and writing theories are described and used different statistical tests to analyze the collected datas. In
order to develop student’s reading writing skills, the teacher needs to know classroom situation, to create information gap
activities and to provide students with the reading and writing requirements. Some activities are also provided and so

students’ proficiency may be enhanced in the application of reading and writing skills.

Key words: Integrating reading and writing skills, different statistical tests, proficiency

1. INTRODUCTION

English is an international language, which can
be used for communication with foreigners at home and
abroad. It is the language of science; therefore, all
university students will need it in pursuing their studies
in particular to look for information and acquire
knowledge.

Learning English language, of course, means to
acquire its vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation and the
four skills; - listening, speaking, reading, and writing.
Writing is very important for communication. It creates
a communication channel between the writer and the
reader.

Writing reinforces the grammatical structure
idioms and vocabulary taught to students. In addition,
writing has always been considered an important skill in
teaching and learning .Some students at the
technological University are poor writers. Thus, this
study is an attempt to improve writing abilities and to
assess the relationship between reading and writing
skills. Moreover in order to improve their language
learning, a prescribed text is used.

It is hoped that focusing on the reading and
writing skills, they can improve other communicative
skills.

2. DATA ANALYSIS

In order to investigate the actual needs and
wants of the second year EP and Mechanical students in
developing their reading and writing skills, the survey
was conducted with the students of the first semester of
2018-2019 Academic Year at the Pyay Technological
University (PTU). The questionnaire, which consisted of
20 multiple choice items, was given to 80 students.

3. NEEDS ANALYSIS QUESTIONNAIRE
FOR THE SECOND YEAR STUDENTS
This Questionnaire is intended to obtain your
opinion on studying English Language at your university
and to find out your needs. Thanks you very much for
you cooperation.

UNIVETSIEY . cvveet ettt et et e
Please marks (v) in the appropriate boxes.
1. Are you interested in learning English?

Yes. [] No. [

2. How do you think of learning English at the
University?

3. What is your purpose(s) of learning English?

To pass the examination only -
To be proficient in the Language —
To be helpful in your studies —
Other (ifany) .......ccoovviiiiiiiiiiie,

4. To what extent do you think learning English is
helpful in studying your Engineering subjects?
Very Much  —
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.
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In some extent ]
Unnecessary -
Which language aspects(s) have you learned in
the class?
Reading
Speaking

—/
—

Writing
Listening

—
—

Which language does your teacher use in
teaching English? (medium of instruction)
English only

Listening

Bilingual [

Which skill(s) are you interested in?
Reading [ Writing
Speaking [ Listening

—/
—

Which skill(s) will be developed most by
studying the current text book you are learning?

—
—

—
—

Reading
Speaking

Writing
Listening

Do you think the reading skill is necessary in
your career?
Yes. [ No. [

If so, to what extent?

To great extent  —
To some extent —1
To little extent —

Do you think the reading passages and exercises
in the textbook are helpful to improve your
reading skill?

Yes. [ No. [

What kind of reading text do you want to learn?

Engineering text  —
Scientific text —
Literature —1

Do you think the writing skill is necessary in
your career?

Yes. [ No. [
If so, to what extent?
To great extent

To some extent

—
—

To little extent

(.

15. How often do you have to do writing exercises in
your class?

Very often [ Often [
Sometimes [] Never —

16. Do you think the writing exercises in the
prescribed text are helpful to improve your
writing skill?

Yes. [ No. —/
17. What kind of writing do you have to learn?
Essay —
Letter —/
Report —
Process —/
Summary [
Other (ifany)...........ooviiiii

18. Are you satisfied with writing exercise in your

text book?
Yes. [ No. —

19. How do you feel speaking and Writing tasks you

are doing?
Boring — Interesting [
Easy — Difficult —
Beneficial Unbeneficial [
Necessary [ Unnecessary —

20. Concerning Speaking and writing skills, are
there any components you want to study in order
to meet your academic requirements? If yes,
please specify them.

4. FINDINGS

According to the request of the questionnaire

that examined the attitude of the students towards
studying English Language and the students’ need, it can
be found that most students are very interested in English
and always try to improve their learning English abilities.
Thus, their learning English is quite successful because
they have high level of English proficiency and they
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study a foreign language with high motivation. On the
other hand, some students learn English with less
motivation because their intention is only to pass the
examination. Moreover, the students, in the future, will
become engineers in their specific fields and so their
purpose of studying a foreign language are not only for
their academic study but also for their professional life.

According to answers to the questionnaire, it is
known that learning English is mostly needed for their
educational purposes. Many students mention that
English proficiency is helpful in their engineering
subjects. Thus, they have keen interest in learning
English and also they want to improve the four skills of
English Language. Some students think that English is as
their compulsory. Moreover, as English exam test is
based on the reading and writing skills, they described
that these skills are only the main factors for them.
Besides English, they find difficulties in studying their
major subjects.

They think that a student who is proficient in
English can easily learn their specialized subjects. Thus,
they want to improve mostly their reading and writing
skills and satisfied with doing exercises in learning the
text. Moreover, they described that they are motivated in
writing the target Language not only for their
assignments, tutorials and project papers but also for
their further studies. They want to get more practice in
reading and writing activities. If the students are
provided with all the reading and writing processes in an
allocated time, it might not trip them up on their path
towards successful Language Skills in their careers.

5. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

All human beings communicate each other only
the Language. Without the language, they can not live in
their life-blood of civilization. It is only the Language
they can express their ideas, knowledge and experiences.
English language including four skills can help everyone
to improve his or her life. Among these four skills,
reading and writing are active skills especially in
education system. This paper focuses on the way to
integrate reading and writing skills in teaching and
learning English as a foreign language. It impacts on
developing the writing skill in general and thus it tackles
students’ attitudes towards writing. Integrating reading
and writing skills in teaching and learning English as a
foreign Language and its impacts on developing the
writing Skill in general. Thus, it tackles also students’
attitudes towards writing.

5.1. Theoretical Aspect of Reading

It is considered as an essential Language Skill
and an exceedingly complex action that is necessary to
learn for everyone. Reading is not uniquely a single skill
but a mixture of several skills and procedures in which
the readers interact with printed words for content and
pleasure.

Reading is necessary when students further
their study, especially at the University level. They need
good reading skill for acquiring knowledge and learning
new information. Reading is best defined as an
interactive or a socio-cognitive process that results in
creating meaning from the printed text (Alderson, 1984).

Therefore, meaning creation is the production
of a close negotiation between reading on one hand and
writing on the other

5.2 Theoretical Aspect of Writing

It is generally believed that the ability to write
fluently and expressively is a goal pursued in EFL at a
large and for academic achievement in particular. It is
one of the dominant ways in which Language learners
can ensure academic credentials among other things.

Writing is also assumed to enable learners to
develop students ‘experiences into text and the processes
of thinking (Zainal and Husin, 2011). Students are
usually asked to submit such as assignments, essays or
research papers, and to succeed with effective expository
prose. These include an ability to organize texts, to
develop ideas adequately, and to link ideas logically.

The sentence within a paragraph link up so that
readers are not conscious of gaps. Elements of paragraph
should be combined to form one complete meaning in the
paragraph. In addition, effective sentences involve more
than starting with starting with capital and stopping with
full top.

The word or words must make sense,
expressing an idea or perception or feeling clear enough
to stand alone. Science “writing builds larger units from
smaller ones; sentences to make paragraphs, and
paragraph to make such compositions as letters, reports,
and college themes” (Hart and Reinking, 1990, p.11).

5.3 Integrating Reading and Writing Skills

Reading was recognized as the basics for
writing, especially in academic settings. Carson (1993)
and Kucer (1985) Claim that it is beneficial to integrate
L2 reading and writing in the same classroom, and that
these two skills draw upon the same cognitive text word.
Hence, when L2 students are not reading to write, they
are just practicing reading
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The integration of reading into writing enables
students to develop both critical thinking and critical
literacy, i.e, “the ability to transform information for
their own purposes in reading and to synthesize their
prior knowledge with another text in writing”.

According to Krashen (1993), learners do not
lean to write by writing; industry; they develop writing
style through reading.

Hirvela, 2004 claimed that ESL/EFL writing
teachers need to understand their students as readers in
order to make the reading.

Writing connection works better. L2 students
are required to write what they read, they develop their
reading abilities. Therefore, EFL teachers “focus in
writing instruction should also be on enhancing reading
skills.”

Grab (2003) claimed that teaching reading
strategies and preparing students to become good readers
are essential producers towards making L2 students
better writers.

However, when reading is integrated in writing
instruction, L2 writing teachers should be aware not to
concentrate too much on developing reading skill and
leave the writing skill un-emphasized ( Morrow, 1997).
They should also concentrate on teaching how the
vocabulary, structures and rhetorical patterns are used.

6. THE COMMUNICATIVE APPROACH
TO DEVELOPING THE INTEGRATED
SKILLS OF READING AND WRITING

There are a number of different approaches to
the practice of the reading and writing skills both in and
outside the classroom.

In order to be an effective teaching learning
situation, the teacher needs to choose one among these
approaches depending on the requirements of the target
students in their studies.

6.1 How To Use The Communicative Approach
To Language Teaching

The communicative Language Teaching is an
approach that focuses on all the components of the
communicative competence of the learners and is not
restricted to grammatical or linguistic competence.

The purpose of communicative approach to
Language teaching is to develop the communicative
competence of learners which would include the leaners
acquiring the knowledge of communicative functions of
the language and the Linguistics competence which
means to perform different kinds of functions. In this
approach, form is not primary, but functions. Thus, it

holds the view that function is the frame work through
which forms are taught.

7.HOW TO WRITE EFFECTIVE
PARAGRAPH

In general, in order for a paragraph to be
effective, it must have three characteristics: Unity,
development and coherence.

7.1. Unity

The first characteristic of an effective paragraph
is unity, which means that all sentences in the paragraph
explain, develop, and support a central idea is in some
way. In other words, every paragraph must have a
purpose within paper, and all the sentences must
somehow advance that purpose.

It is a good idea to make relationships between
sentences and paragraphs explicit by using cohesive ties
(e.g., word repetition related words, pronouns, and
demonstratives) and transitional expressions.

Some common relationships and transitional
expressions can be used to bring those relationships up
to the surface include:

(a) Addition(e.g., moreover, in addition, furthermore)

(b) Likeness or similarly, likewise)

(c) Contrast (e.g., However, but, on other hand,
nevertheless)

(d) Exemplification (e.g., for example, for instance
e.g.)

(e) Consequence (e.g., therefore, thus. As a result,
accordingly)

(f) Restatement (e.g., that is, in other words, i.e.)

(9) Summary (e.g., to conclude, in summary, overall)
(Slawson, Whitton and Wiemelt, 2010, pp.72-11)

7.2 Development

Effective paragraphs are not only unified, they
are fully developed, which means that they do not leave
any significant questions in readers’ minds unanswered.
There are three ways to ensure that paragraph is fully
developed: by providing the right kind of evidence and
choosing the right pattern of development for the
author’s purpose. Paragraph development means that the
author has included all of the necessary information,
explanation and support for the main point or topic
sentence so that the reader fully understands the point
(Lanon.1994).

7.3 Paragraph Coherence
Although Coherence is crucial to effective
writing, it is often considered an abstract, indefinable and
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a controversial concept that is difficult to teach and
difficult to learn. ESL students focus almost entirely on
the word and sentence levels rather than the level of the
whole discourse that is textual coherence. According to
Enkvist (1990), the majority of ESL students feel that the
only tool they can use in writing English essays is
grammar and this cause them to have difficulty in
making their writing coherent.

Coherence in writing can be achieved through
the repetition of key words. This is because repeating
words is important to the sense of paragraph’s message.
Such repetition emphasizes a word, connecting it through
several sentences to tie them together internally.
Sometimes, however, repeated words should not be
allowed to dominate as well. Repetition adds nothing to
the sense of the paragraph; rather than pulling thoughts
together more effectively.

8. HOW TO START TEACHING
WRITING

At the beginning, the teacher can ask students
to write for five minutes to reflect on the assigned
reading material or to make connections between what
they had read. Since they share their free writings with
each other, these were used as a spring board for
discussion as students read or paraphrased their writing
aloud.

Error analysis is the core of the writing class. It
can be done by writing the mistakes on paper or on the
blackboard to be reviewed. The purpose of writing the
errors is to prevent students from recognizing other
student’s hand writing and thereby to avoid
embarrassment and show them respect. Sometimes the
errors can be written on the blackboard to be discussed.
Thus, the type of errors is developed to help students
their mistake and correct them.

In order to help students overcome
psychological barriers, peer review is encouraged as a
collaborative strategy to help them from each other. The
aim of employing such a strategy is to lessen the degree
of the student’s apprehension because each is aware of
the fact that his or her peer has difficulties in writing.
The students are encouraged to raise questions and to
help each other improve the content and the organization
of the paragraph rather than point out grammatical
mistakes. It can be hoped that the integrated reading and
writing course improve all language skills because they
have the chance to listen, speak, read, and write.

9. THE SAMPLE ACTIVITY FOR
DEVELOPING THE INTERGRATED
SKILLS OF READING AND WRITING

When the teachers want students to improve
their reading and writing skills, they should choose the
appropriate strategies which can improve student’s
language development .The following activity is given
for students to practices for developing their integrated
skills.

The Subject - Two small countries on the world
Aim - to say where places are not describing
countries
Time - An allowed time may vary depending on
the teaching stages.

Aide - prescribed text, white board, and marker
Stage 1. Preparing to read

2. Reading the text

3. Understanding the text and

4. Integrating language Skill
Read about the Vatican and Tuvalu cities.
The Vatican City

The smallest independent country in the world,
the Vatican City covers an area the size of a golf course
in Rome, the capital of Italy.

It was founded in 1929 and is ruled by just one
man, the Pope, who is also the head of the Catholic
Church. It buildings such as St Peter’s Basilica Chapel-
are home to some of the world’s most famous art,
including works by Botticelli, Raphael and
Michelangelo.

The Vatican has its own bank, army police
force, fire bridge post office, satellite TV channel, radio
station and internet domain (.va). The Vatican army
called the Swiss Guard, is the smallest in the world.it has
about 100 soldiers, all unmarried, and all from
Switzerland.

The Vatican postal service has an excellent
reputation: an international letter posted in the Vatican
will arrive faster than one dropped just a few hundred
meters away in Italy.

Millions of people visit the Vatican every year,
but the Vatican has a population of only about 800
people. The Vatican has no official language. The Swiss
Guard use German, but most people use Italian and
Latin.

In fact, the Vatican’s bank machines are the
only ones in the world that give instructions in Latin. The
country’s economy is unique. It receives most of its
money from Catholics around the world and from
tourism.
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It also makes money from a petrol station where
Italians can buy fuel 30 percent more cheaply than in
Italy- because the Vatican has no taxes!

Tuvalu

Tuvalu is a group of nine small islands in the
South Pacific, between Australian and Hawaii.
Polynesian people first came to the islands about 3000
years ago and, because they only lived on eight of nine
islands, they called them” Tuvalu”, which means “eight
standing together: Tuvalu was governed by Britain from
the late nineteenth century until 1 October 1978, when it
became an independent country.

Nowadays Tuvalu is a member of the United
Nations and its official languages are Tuvaluan and
English. Most of its 12,000 people live in Funafuti, the
capital. It has a prime minister and a parliament (Fale i
Fono) of just fifteen members. Although Tuvalu has
elections every four years, there are no political parties.
People generally vote for friends, family members and
well —known people.

The government's largest source of income is
renting out its internet domain name, which is, ‘tv’. It
also rents out its international phone code (900) and
makes money by selling stamps and coins to collectors.
Traditionally, each family on Tuvalu has its own work to
do (salanga), for example fishing, farming, deference or
house-building. There is very little fight to and from
Fiji, no railway, and just eight kilometers of roads.

The highest point in the islands is only five
meters above the sea, so climate change is a big worry
for the people of Tuvalu. If the water rises by a few
centimeters, it will be impossible to live there.

This reading passage extracted from B1Pre-
intermediate Coursebook for second year student in
technological universities.

Stagel: Preparing to read

In order to prepare students to read this article,
the teacher should introduce through oral discussion. The
teacher has to discuss the students about location of
Myanmar and locations on the world.

The teacher can elicit their back ground
knowledge of locations by shooting the following sample
questions at the students
1.  Which are the Asian countries of Myanmar?

2. What do you know about them?

3. Do you know the others countries on the world?
4. Do you know the teachers countries on the world?
Stage 2: Reading the text

The teacher asks students to skim and
simultaneously to complete the task followed.

1. Circle unfamiliar words or expressions

2. Underline ideas they do not understand

Step A: Scanning the text

The students are asked to scan the text again. To
prepare the students for oral discussion, the step listed
below can be followed.

In this way, they can get the experience of
communicative competence and improve their language
skill.

1. The students are arranged into eight groups of five
depending on the situation.

(a) Ask each group to choose on student to read the
questions aloud.

(b) Ask each group to choose one student to record
the answers.

(c) Ask each group to choose other members to
present the answers to the class.

2. An allocated time given for them to discuss the
questions and complete the tasks before presenting
their responses to the class.

3. The teacher may call on each group to present their
responses to the class.

Exercise |

Answer the following questions complete sentences.

Question nolto 6 are the same for two cities.

1. Where is it? How big is it?

How many people live there?

What jobs do people do?

Does it get many visitors?

What languages do people use?

. How does it make money?

Step B: Vocabulary

In this step, the teacher asks student what you
can remember about the Vatican and Tuvalu. By doing
so, they will develop their memorizing and inference
skills.

Exercise 11

Complete the sentences together.

o U AW

1978 800 artcollection Britian Four years
Funafuti tourism  Tuvaiuan and English the UN

The capital is ...........cooveiininnn...
The population is about.................
The official languages are..............
It’samember of.................ooeei.
It has elections every....................
It makes its money from.....................
It’s famous for its .................ooeinnl.

Nk wdE

In the past, it was government by..........
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9. It became independent in....................
Stage 4: Integrating language skills

In order to integrate their language skill, the
teacher can assign students for class or group discussion,
as an essay topic to be written in class or for homework.
Exercise 111
Write about your country.

10. DISCUSSION

Reading and writing, since they are closely linked,
mutually reinforce each other and, therefore, promote
learning when they are integrated in classroom activities.
Their integration allows for multiple approaches to task
covering all learning styles. Students become better
readers, writers and thinkers when they learn reading and
writing together. Writing activities motivate students to
read and re-read in that they provide a purpose for
reading and require students to become actively engaged
with a text. Writing enhances students’ understanding
and improves the retention of what they read. It can serve
as a vehicle through which students organize and clarify
their thoughts on a reading. In addition, writing makes
comprehension of a reading visible, providing teachers
with opportunities to assess students’ ability and to spot
any misconceptions or areas of confusion.

11. CONCLUSION

It has been observed that students from all
technological universities need to improve their
communicative competence in English language in order
that they can successfully purse their academic study.
Moreover, they may need not only to participate in their
workshops and seminars to submit term papers but also
to write thesis in final year. Writing is a difficult skill to
teach it in isolation. So, teachers should apply integrating
reading and writing skills to teach writing Using pair
work and group work techniques in the writing lesson
helps students to exchange their ideas and help each
other. .Moreover, the teacher should provide students
with feedback, including positive reinforcement and
suggestion for improvement. To sum up, it is hoped that
this research paper will make a contribution to the work
in improving the teaching and learning of English
language.
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ABSTRACT: The objective of this study is to highlight the usefulness of Eclectic approach in enhancing teaching and
learning English. Throughout the semester that the author was conducting English in TU(Myeik), it was found that only
one single method was not as effective as expected. This was because the students as well as the teacher were exam-
oriented because of time constraint arising from the extra-curriculum activities. As a result, students were not able to show
their progress on using the four language skills with accuracy and fluency despite their various grades in their exam.
Therefore, the author changed her teaching style to use Eclectic approach rather than one single approach. The Eclectic
approach mentioned in this study is the label given to a teacher’s use of techniques and activities from a range of language
teaching approaches and methodologies. By using this approach, the students have produced the four language skills:
listening, reading, writing and speaking with accuracy and fluency. It is hoped that the Eclectic approach can be an
effective one for language teachers, help students bring a good achievement in language learning and fulfill the ultimate

goal of language education.

Keywords: Eclectic, Language skills, methodology, fluency, progress

1. INTRODUCTION

For many years, the traditional teaching
style or specifically, teacher-centered instruction has
been dominant in education. In traditional classroom,
students become passive learners and have no control
over their own learning. Teachers make all the decisions
concerning the curriculum, teaching methods, and the
different form of assessment. Many students know or
remember the lesson but they cannot apply their
knowledge in their real lives. At present, the shift occurs
in the education approach by changing the focus from the
teachers to the students. It focuses on skills and practices
that enable lifelong learning. Teachers and students play
an equally active role in the learning process. The
teacher’s responsibility is to create a learning
environment that supports the learning activities
appropriate to achieving the intended outcomes. Besides,
teaching method is very important in teaching process. If
the teachers know various approaches and how to use
them, it will be easy for them to develop language skill
in students. This is the reason why the author wants to
study more about teaching approaches appropriate for
students’ Language enhancement in terms of the
strengths of each method

2. THEORETICAL BACKGROUND

Since the inception of formal teaching of
second or foreign language, a good number of
approaches and methods have emerged in the world.
There are varied approaches and methods used for
Language teaching. The Grammar-Translation Method,
the Direct Method, the Audio-Lingual Method, the
Communicative Language Teaching Method, etc. are,
for example, some of the most well-known methods,
each of which has its own distinctive characteristics.

Gradual changes in the methodologies of Language
teaching make it evident that one approach may be better
or more effective than others in a certain situation.
Besides, there is no perfect method and each method has
strengths and weaknesses.

2.1 Grammar Translation Method (GTM)

Grammar translation method was the earliest
Language teaching method to be formalized and
dominated language teaching from the 1840s to the
1880s. GTM is a foreign language teaching method
derived from the classical (sometimes called traditional)
method of teaching Greek and Latin. The method
requires students to translate whole texts word for word
and memorize numerous grammatical rules and
exceptions as well as enormous vocabulary lists. A
fundamental purpose of teaching the target language
through Grammar Translation Method is to be able to
read literature written in the target language. Most of the
interaction in the classroom is from the teacher to the
students. The teacher is the authority in the classroom.
There is little student initiation and little student-student
interaction.

Some useful techniques associated with
grammar-translation method are translation of a literary
passage, reading comprehension questions,
antonyms/synonyms, cognates, deductive application of
rule, fill-in-the-blanks, memorization, use words in
sentences, and composition. In this method, if students
make error and do not know the answer, teacher supplies
them with the correct answer. Mart (2013) noted that the
Grammar Translation Method was not effective in
preparing students to use the target language

Journal of Information Technology and Education Science 2019, Vol-01 227


mailto:ohmarkhine.r35@gmail.com
mailto:myokaythwem@gmail.com

communicatively. Krashen (1982) explains that the
method failed because learners were not able to speak the
language fluently since the focus was sorely on form and
not meaning.

2.2 Audio- Lingual Method (ALM)

The Audio-Lingual Method was developed
during the World War |1 at the University of Michigan,
USA. This teaching technique was initially called the
Army Method, and was the first to be based on linguistic
theory and behavioral psychology. In the 1950s and
1960s, ALM was widely used in teaching a foreign
Language and second Language. It is also known as
Aural Oral approach. It emphasizes the acquisition of
structures and patterns in daily conversations. Teachers
use tapes, pictures and Language labs in teaching a
foreign language while implementing this method. In this
method, the grammatical explanations are minimized
and grammar is taught inductively. Drills are used to
teach structural patterns in this method. According to
Richards and Rodgers (1986), “The teaching of the oral
skills with accurate pronunciation, grammar and the
ability to respond quickly and accurately is the main
objective of Audio-Lingual method. Reading and writing
skills may be taught but they are dependent on oral
skills”.

Larsen-Freeman (2000) provides expanded
descriptions of common or typical techniques closely
associated with the Audio-Lingual Method. These are
Dialogs memorization, Backward Build-up (Expansion
Drill), Repetition Drill, Chain Drill, Single slot
Substitution Drill, Multiple-slot Substitution Drill,
Transformation Drill, Question and Answer Drill, Use
Minimal Pairs Analysis, Complete the Dialog and
Grammar Games. It was believed that much practice of
the dialogues would develop oral language proficiency.

In Audio-Lingual Method, the teacher is like an
orchestra leader, directing and controlling the language
behavior of her students. The students follow the
teacher’s directions and respond as accurately and as
rapid as possible. Student errors are to be avoided if at all
possible through the teacher’s awareness of where the
students will have difficulty and restriction of what they
are taught to say. However, the major weakness of the
Audio-Lingual Method was that learners were not able to
transfer skills learnt in class to communicate
meaningfully outside the classroom.

2.3. Communicative Language Teaching (CLT)
Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) was
introduced in 1970s and 1980s and became prominent in

English Language Teaching. It refers to both the
processes and goals in classroom learning and the fact
that communicative competence comprises abilities in
expression, interpretation and negotiation of meaning
(Savignon 2002). This concept mainly emphasizes that
active learning is more effective than passive learning.
CLT develops communicative competence among the
students. Language learners learn and practice the target
language by interacting with each other in classroom
activities. In this method, learners converse with partners
about their personal experiences and instructors teach
topics outside the realm of traditional grammar in order
to promote language skills in any situation. According to
Savignon (2002) and Halliday (1978), the
communicative approach derives its influence from
functional linguistics, in which language is viewed as
central to understanding language systems and how they
work.

In this approach, the role of the teacher is a
guide, a facilitator or an instructor. The teacher
introduces various activities in English language
classrooms such as role-plays, interviews, language
exchanges, language games, learning by teaching,
presentations, group-work, and opinion sharing. During
the activities the teacher acts as an adviser, answering
students’ questions and monitoring their performance.
Errors are tolerated during fluency-based activities and
seen as the development of communication skills.
Teacher notes down the errors during fluency activities
and return them in an accuracy-based activities.

Although it is a learner-centered approach,
listening and speaking skills are mainly focused rather
than reading and writing. A large amount of confusing
vocabulary is used, which focuses on fluency but not
accuracy. It does not focus on error reduction but instead
creates a situation where learners are left using their own
devices to solve their communication problems. Thus,
they may produce incoherent, grammatically incorrect
sentences.

2.4 Task-based Language Teaching(TBLT)
Based on the constructivist theory of learning
and communicative teaching methodology, the task-
based viewpoint of language teaching has emerged in
response to some constraints of the traditional PPP
approach, denoted by the process of presentation,
practice, and performance (Ellis, 2003; Long& Crookes,
1991). Hence, it has the significant meaning that
language learning is a developmental process enhancing
communication and social interaction rather than a
product internalized by practicing language items, and
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that learners master the target language more powerfully
when being exposed to meaningful task-based activities
in a natural way. It was in the eighties that this viewpoint
of language learning gave rise to the flourishment of
various task-based approaches (Breen, 1987; Candlin &
Murphy, 1987; Nunan, 1989; Prabhu, 1987). Moreover,
during the nineties, it developed into a comprehensive
structure for the communicative classroom where
learners did task-based activities via cycles of pre-task
preparation, task performance, and post-task feedback
via language focus (Skehan, 1996; Willis, 1996).

Task-based language teaching (TBLT) is an
approach in which learning revolves around the
completion of meaningful tasks. In the TBLT, the main
focus is the authentic use of language for genuine
communication. A task itself is defined variously. Willis,
J. (1996) states that “a task is a goal-oriented activity in
which learners use language to achieve a real outcome”.
Breen (1987) comprehends task as “a range of work
plans”. Task-based approach aims at presenting the
opportunities for learners to master language both in
speaking and writing via learning activities designed to
engage learners in the natural, practical and functional
use of language for meaningful purpose (Lin, 2009).

In this approach, the students are given a task
and the teacher remains as a facilitator and provides
some language study to clarify their doubts and problems
while the students are performing the task. The
disadvantage of TBLT is that it is not easy to prepare a
task which is suitable to the learners’ level. Tasks may
be too simple or challenging for learners. While applying
TBLT based activities in the classroom, management of
the activity in terms of time discipline can create a
problem. Moreover, teachers may feel unsure about how
much input to give at the pre-task stage.

Although there are various approaches and
methods for language teaching, the above preferred
methods give benefits to language teaching. It is true to
say that the Eclectic approach, according to Rabu (2012),
is the method of teaching and learning in an activity, in
which teachers can easily adapt to the needs of teaching
so that teaching objectives or goals can be achieved.
According to main proponent of the Eclectic approach,
Rivers (1981), an eclectic approach allows language
teachers “to absorb the best techniques of all the well-
known language-teaching methods into their classroom
procedures, using them for the purposes for which they
are most appropriate”. Gao (2011) describes the eclectic
approach as “not a concrete, single method, but a
method, which combines listening, speaking, reading,

and writing and includes some practice in the
classroom”. Kumar (2013) actually states that “the
purpose of advocating eclectic methods is to connect life
experiences to the ideas presented in learning of the
language. The types of learning activities teachers select
are often directly related to their experiences in the real
world”. Like other approaches and methods of language
education, the Eclectic Approach has some inherent
principles. The main principle of this approach is that the
language teacher can choose any suitable methods or
techniques befitting the needs of the learners and
learning situation.

The following principles as presented by Al-
khuli M. Ali (1981) may be considered:

e Giving teachers a chance to choose different
kinds of teaching techniques in each class
period to reach the aims of the lesson;

e Flexibility in choosing any aspect or method
that teachers think suitable for teaching inside
the classroom;

e Giving a chance to pupils to see different kinds
of teaching techniques that break monotony and
dullness on one hand and ensure better
understanding for the material on the other
hand,;

e Solving difficulties concerning presenting the
language material in the pupils’ textbook;

e Using different kinds of teaching aids which
leads to better understanding;

e Saving a lot of time and efforts in presenting
language activities.

3. METHODOLOGY

In all Technological Universities, students have
to learn English as a compulsory subject in
undergraduate courses, specifically, from first year to
fourth year courses. In TU(Myeik), where the author
worked, there are a total of 49 Third Year Mechanical
Engineering students. The author asked them which
teaching methods they had experienced before.
Surprisingly, all their answers were the same that they
named the teaching method. They did not exactly
mention the name, but most teachers taught them by
translation and students intentionally focus on rote
learning. And they seemed to be taught by single method.
The students cannot know their accuracy and fluency
level until they produce language skills. Only if they
produce language, their language fluency level can be
checked. The teacher can assess students’ accuracy level
through tutorial tests.
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During the first semester, students had to take
tutorial tests in order to know how high or low their
accuracy level was. The allotted time for teaching
English is only 3 periods per week and one period lasts
for one hour. Although there are 45 hours per semester
for English teaching, students’ talk time is too short to
produce the target language within the allotted time. As
a result, students were able to show slow progress on
using language skills fluently. This was the initiation of
Eclectic Approach to teaching a foreign language.
Therefore, the author changed her teaching style at the
beginning of the second semester. The author prepared
lesson plan well to give students’ talk time and studied
Teaching Methodology. And then, the best approaches
were chosen and the best features of each approach were
combined depending on the aims of the lesson and the
learners in the group. The Eclectic approach was
proposed as a reaction to the profusion of teaching
methods in the 1970s and 1980s and the inflexibility
often found in the application of these methods. The idea
of choosing from different methods to suite for one’s
teaching purposes and situations is not a new one.
Weidemann (2001) notes that the Eclectic approach has
been so widely accepted that “today, many good teachers
use it proudly as a tag to describe their teaching, wearing
it almost like a badge of honour”.

There are a lot of advantages in using the
Eclectic approach, which opens the language teacher to
a range of alternatives and embraces all the four language
skills of speaking, reading, writing and listening.
According to Kumar (2013), the advantages are as
follows:

e It is easier to learners to understand the
language of the text in its cultural context

e It blends listening, speaking, reading and
writing.

e It helps teacher to teach effectively by drawing
on the strength of various methods and
avoiding their weaknesses.

e Learning is easy due to the use of realistic
situations in the classroom.

In addition to the following advantages, the
Eclectic Approach facilitates the achievement of
objectives. It is learner-centered, context sensitive, live,
motivating, participatory, variety of classroom activities
and tasks. It ensures constant reflection and renewal of
the teacher and creates a good learning environment in
which the student-student relationship is improved.

4. THE APPLICATION OF ECLECTIC
APPROACH

In Technological Universities, the prescribed
course book for Third Year Engineering students is
English Unlimited (Intermediate). The course consists of
14 units and is a practical, authentic, international and
flexible course.  Each unit includes vocabulary,
grammar, reading, writing, speaking, listening and
pronunciation activities. Therefore, it is not possible to
use single method in teaching because the prescribed
book is skills-integrated course. The author taught
various language items by using Eclectic Approach. To
teach vocabulary, the author’s preferred methods are
Grammar-Translation Method and Audio-Lingual
Method. Vocabulary includes words, collocations, stems
and fixed expressions. After teaching vocabulary, the
author used drills so that the students are able to construct
their own sentences by using these vocabulary items. In
addition, the author conducted quiz competition on
vocabulary topics like synonyms, antonyms, one-word
substitutions, idioms etc. Then, the author followed
Grammar-Translation Method and Audio-Lingual
Method to teach grammar. The author used deductive
and inductive approach to teach grammar according to
context and drills to teach structural pattern. The author
used translation method and reading strategies in
teaching reading.

The author used Task-based Language
Teaching Method, Audio-Lingual Method and
Communicative Language Teaching Method to teach
writing. After teaching writing process, students were
asked to do a task individually or in pairs. Besides, the
author followed Communicative Language Teaching
Method to teach listening. After playing recorded audio,
the author asked questions which are followed after
conversations. By using Audio-Lingual Method,
students were taught the expressions in the dialogues.
Then, the author followed Task-based Language
Teaching Method to do meaningful tasks using the target
language. The author followed Communicative
Language Teaching and Task-based Language Teaching
Methods to conduct speaking activities like discussions,
role plays, etc. Audio-Lingual Method was used to teach
pronunciation. Some students hesitated to participate in
activities. In such situations, the author motivated them
to build up their confidence. To engage classroom
activities and lessen students’ language anxiety,
language games were used. Utilizing Eclectic Approach,
the author created active learning environment and
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taught students to cover language skills with accuracy
and fluency and gain the aim of the lesson.

4.1. Sample Lesson Outline for Teaching
Writing

Lesson: Writing

Duration: 2 hours

Class: 111 BE

Level: B1+ Intermediate

Primary objective: To write a web posting explaining an
argument and organize idea

Secondary objective: At the end of the lesson, the
students will be able to improve the reading skill,
speaking skill and listening skill based on writing.

Procedure: Introduce the topic about buying home or
renting the home and ask students what the pros and cons
of buying or renting the home. Write their responses on
the board, thus providing useful vocabulary for the main
task. To activate the students’ background knowledge of
organized idea, ask them which expressions are used in
linking ideas and contrasting idea. Explain them if
necessary. Divide the class into 5 groups and ask them to
read Tomas’ post. After reading the post, ask them some
questions about Tomas’ problem. Then, tell the groups
to write comments on their own. Give them a few
minutes to discuss and write the comments. Walk round
and help while the students do the task. Ask the
representative of each group to go in front of the class
and report the comment back to the whole class. While
reporting back, the teacher and the other groups listen
attentively. Then, write on board some incorrect
sentences from their comments and ask them why these
sentences are not correct and discuss them until they get
the right sentences. Then, divide the class into 5 groups
according to the number they got 1,2,3,4, and 5. Give
time to each group to write “a web post about a problem
you faced recently”. Let them discuss among each other
to get the suitable post. When they get the appropriate
post, let them choose the representative of their group.
Encourage them to use target language when they
present. Each representative presents their post to the
class. Let the rest ask the questions and share their
opinions. Choose the best sentences from their posts and
write it on the board. Ask them to substitute part of
speech in the sentence for their own words in order to
construct their own sentences. Say “Very good”, when
they substitute correctly to give positive reinforcement.

4.2. Sample Lesson Outline for Teaching
Listening

Lesson: listening

Topic: Reach a compromise

Duration: 2 hours

Class: I1IBE

Level: B1+ Intermediate

Primary Objective: To describe problems in the home,
discuss solutions and the consequences of decisions, and
negotiate.

Secondary Obijective: At the end of the lesson, the
students are able to talk about their problems, discuss
what to do next, and negotiate in real-life situation based
on listening.

Procedure: Make the students aware of the situation by
giving an example of situation where the teacher had to
compromise. To activate their prior knowledge, use the
following questions.

-Do you have any problem in your house or flat shares?
-What compromises do you have to make?

Play the recording about flat mate and ask them to listen
to carefully and answer the following questions.

-What are the speaker’ names?

-How many problems do they discuss?

-Which cases do they argue?

-What compromises do they reach?

And, ask them if they live with their friends,
what the possible disagreements are. Let them discuss in
pairs. Then, give a command to write the expressions
which they have heard from the dialogue and ask them
the usage of these expressions. Explain them if needed.
Write a line from the dialogue on the board. For example,
“That way, you can take as long as you like”. Ask them
to substitute parts of speech for cue words given by the
teacher. Give them positive feedback when they
substitute correctly. Then, divide the class into five
groups. Ask them to talk about their problems in the
house or flat shares and how to discuss and negotiate
these problems. Give them a few minutes to discuss their
opinions. While one member of the groups presents their
problems, the rest of the class listen carefully. After the
presentation, the rest ask questions and give the
comments. Write on the board incorrect phrases and
sentences used by the students from the task and let them
correct.

5. RESULTS AND EVALUATION

When applying the methods previously
mentioned in the previous section, it was found that the
students were a little bit shy to express what they knew
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and thus had to make a great effort to persuade them. To
overcome that situation, the teacher had to make up a
mistake the students easily noticed. After that, they were
aware of what correct usage is and how to correct. This
is the benefit of Communicative Language Teaching
Approach. No matter how complicated the lesson is, it is
the teacher’s adaptability and flexibility to the content.
Although unexpected problems occurred during the
lecture-hour, these were worth being considered for
students’ involvement. They were students’ study habit
and noise disturbance. This means that some students
were found to be uneasy to do cooperative work.
Sometimes, the weather conditions changed so suddenly
that the prepared activity could not be accomplished.
This was the moment the teacher’s quick decision to
change the lesson not to waste the teaching time.

In every Technological University, the first
semester exam results are being released in grading
system, which consists of five categories: A, B, C, D and
E. Grade A is between 81 to 100 points, Grade B is
between 61 to 80 points, Grade C is between 41-60
points, Grade D is 21-40 points and Grade E is 0-20
points. In TU(Myeik), the pass rate of third year
engineering students in the first semester examination is
82%. Specifically, the course the author had to conduct
achieved 4% in Grade A, 15% in Grade B, 46% in Grade
C, and 35% in Grade D, respectively. The pass rate of
third year Mechanical engineering students is 65%.
During the second semester, the students had to take
tutorial tests two times: listening and speaking tests. The
pass rate of students in listening and speaking tests is
94% and 96% respectively. This is the result of the effort
the author made during the second semester. In
comparison to the previous pass rate, the average pass
rate increases. In the same way, according to the final
exam result, the pass rate increases to 80%. Nevertheless,
the difference between first and second term results is
comparative.

6. DISCUSSION

Since it is found that this study has been
successful to show students’ progress on using language
skills with accuracy and fluency, it is suggested that the
English teachers should apply the Eclectic Approach in
order to meet the students’ needs and gain the aims of the
lesson. In utilizing the Eclectic Approach, there is need
to employ more teachers to reduce the work load. This is
because the Eclectic Approach is time consuming due to
wide syllabus and heavy work load faced by teachers of
English. In addition, teachers play an important role in

the Eclectic Approach because students’ language
performance is based on teachers’ role. In this approach,
the role of teacher is an authority, a helper and facilitator
of activities. As The Eclectic Approach integrates
various approaches or methods which have strengths and
weaknesses, it is important that the teachers must absorb
the advantages of each method and overcome the
drawbacks. Teachers who follow the Eclectic Approach
should have theoretical thinking about advantages and
drawback of any approach, and have the ability to teach
English using a variety of language activities (strategies)
eg. games, group works, fun activities, etc. Moreover,
teachers should acquire knowledge about the subject
content and teaching skills. Therefore, language teachers
should be given in-service training course regularly in
order to improve the teacher’s method of instruction in
class and be competent in teaching English. Teachers
should adapt and adjust learning activities, based on
students’ abilities because students have different level
of language skills. Besides, teachers should carefully
select teaching materials according to the teaching point,
learner needs and teaching context because teaching and
learning materials are interesting and motivating for the
students.

7. CONCLUSION

The use of the Eclectic Approach is relatively
effective in teaching-learning process. The main effect of
using the Eclectic Approach is students improve their
language skills with accuracy and fluency. Besides, the
students participate in a lesson actively and interact with
teacher and other students. This causes active learning
and enables students to learn not only from teachers but
also fellow students by working together. The students
are highly motivated to learn through solving the
problems. They improve problem solving skills,
leadership skills and collaborative skills because of
language activities such as role-play, discussion, group
works and pair works, etc. In addition, the students have
more opportunities to communicate and share idea
through these activities. It is hoped that the Eclectic
approach mentioned in this study can help to bring a
good success in students’ language learning and
accomplish the objectives of language teaching.
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Effective Motivations and Activities to Improve English Skills for

University Students
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ABSTRACT: The purpose to this paper is to present some ways for motivating, engaging and creating interest in
learning and teaching English among the teachers and students in order to encourage each other to interact and participate
in classroom practices. Motivating and involving students to participate in classroom practices or activities is a Herculean
task for English teachers in University because students do not give due attention to English as a subject nor see the
importance of English language Many students do poorly on assignments or in participation, because they do not
understand what to do or why they should do it. As teachers faced these problems, they asked themself how they motivate
their students to learn English. Hence, this paper is an attempt to explore the issue of active participation in the second
language classroom through promoting English skills and developing interest among students in learning English.

Keywords: Motivation, practices, participation, assignments

1. INTRODUCTION

Learning English as an international language
has a great importance in different levels of education.
The main objectives of teaching English as a second
language at the university level are to develop skills for
oral presentations, group discussions and debates to
improve negotiation skills and to develop leadership
skills and participation in group activities

Despite the fact that some students who have
learnt the English language for more than ten years, they
are unable to use the language fluently and effectively
and reach the above objectives of learning English. It can
be observed that some students have no experience in
participating imaginatively in activities and less
practicing because of past rigid formal training in
language learning. Most of these English language
learners particularly are passive and shy in using English
in real communication. They are unresponsive and
reluctant in learning English either because they think
they already have mastery over it or they are tongue-tied
as they have not learnt it properly. As a result, they are
unenthusiastic and unwilling to participate in classroom
activities and in communicating in English.

As the English teacher in the classroom, there
will be some problems or conditions need to be
accomplished. There are different reasons for this
problem, but one of the reasons is lack of motivation. The
teacher’s job is somehow to get the students engage in
activities that will result in the desired learning. This
process is an essential ingredient in both instruction and
discipline, and it is called motivation. Motivation has
been widely accepted by teachers and researcher as of the
key factor that influence the rate and success of foreign
language learning. This paper deals with some effective
motivations and activities to improve English skills for
students. Hence, it is hoped that this paper will fulfill the
needs of the teachers who require some motivations for
the student but also students can apply motivations in
their classroom effectively. This research paper is
proposing as ELT methodology.

2. LITERATURE REVIEW

In the literature review, the importance of
Motivation and English learning activities are
mentioned.

2.1 The Importance of Motivation

Motivation can be broadly defined as the forces
acting on or within a person that cause the arousal,
direction and persistence of goal-directed, voluntary
effort. Motivation is concerned with the processes that
explain why and how human behavior is activated.

Motivation what pushes a learner try to learn,
in the traditional language of the teacher, “to motivate,”
means to get the students to apply them to the learning at
hand (Wingo and Morse,1986:287). Motivation is a
concept without physical reality, we cannot see
motivation; we see behavior. Thus, the measurement of
motivation is indirect, just as measurement of other
psychological construct such as attitudes, interest and
values or desire. Crookesand Schimts (inNorris, 2001:
2)stated, “Motivation has been identified as the learners
‘orientation with the regards to the goal of learning a
second language.” In line with the idea of motivation,
(Falk in Norris, 2001: 2) expressed that “It is taught that
students who are most successful when learning a target
language are those who like the people that speak the
language, admire the culture and have a desire to become
familiar with or even integrate into the society in which
language is used. It means that students who are most
successful when learning a target language at least will
imitate not only the culture itself but also a desire and
integrate into the society in which language is used.

The key to a successful learning environment is
motivation. It is very important to give students the
opportunities to be successful. Teachers give them tasks
in which they can see the results of their effort. When
they have done a difficult activity, teachers need to raise
their motivation to be effective teaching-learning
process. Teachers need to encourage them to work in
pairs or groups and need to set a variety of engaging,
meaningful activities, and also need to create friendly
classroom for their free thinking, free talking, and asking
questions. Students need to know clear idea what they
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are supposed to do. Teachers all know that their students
prefer looking at a screen that at a book, so ELT teachers
use visuals, flashcards, and make use of new technology
to capture students’ attention and to motivate them
easily. Bringing technology into lessons is a great way to
motivation students. So, motivation is a sudden force or
stimulation that brings the students to accomplish their
activities.

2.2 Definition of English Language Learning
Activities

English learning activities are defined as
students’ activities in listening, speaking reading,
writing, vocabulary learning, and grammar learning to
improve their English outside of the classroom. Benson
(2001: 62) defined, out-of-class learning, as “any kind of
learning that takes place outside the classroom and
classified out-of-class learning into three categories:

(a) self-instruction (i.e., students’ locating resources to
help them improve the target language)

(b) naturalistic language learning (i.e., students’ learning
to communicate and interact with the target
language group unintentionally), and

(c) self-directed naturalistic language learning (i.e.,
students’ creating or searching out a language
learning situation).

Pickard (1996) indicated that listening to the
radio, reading newspapers, and novels outside of the
classroom appear to rank highest in students’ learning
activities; however, students made little use of the
facilities in out-of-class English learning, such as English
newspapers, satellite TV, and self-study materials in the
library. Researchers, such as Brooks (1992) and Suhl,
Wasanasomsithi, Short, and Maid (1999), observed that
watching television, going to the cinema, listening to
music and interacting with native speakers are the major
out-of-class activities students do.

3. THE ROLE OF ACTIVITIES IN
TEACHING AND LEARNING ENGLISH

Classroom learning activities offers fantastic
opportunities and rewards to both learners and teachers
alike. It makes learning more engaging and relevant. By
taking learning beyond the classroom learners will find
dozens of opportunities to make learning concepts, real
and relevant by putting them into a more realistic
context. Many concepts which seem too difficult to get
a grasp of in the classroom are a lot easier to understand
in the big wide world when they’re set in context, and
when the learner are more engaged and motivated to
understand and learn. It can nurture creativity and
imagination. Suddenly their minds are free to explore

and the teacher can often end up with some very creative
results no matter what subject they are teaching them.
Develop learning through play and experimentation,
Expose them to new opportunities and they will get the
chance to enjoy almost limitless resources.

3.1 Influence of Pair Work Activities on
Students’ Writing Skill and Speaking Skill

Kwon (2014) has conducted a study in a mid-
sized Thailand University and examined the students’
perspectives on the collaborative writing tasks. The data
shows that most of the students consider pair work
activity as an effective strategy. However, a few students
report that it takes a lot of times to make decisions while
working in pairs. In addition, working with students from
different backgrounds, different proficiency levels as
well as relationship with partners often create challenges
in the development of collaborative learning process.
The result shows that collaborative task improves their
written assignments with less grammatical errors and
spelling mistakes. Moreover, it is also observed that it
develops students’ interpersonal relationships as well as
make them confident about their own writing.

Regarding the development of speaking skills,
Jones (2007) addresses that it is expected that pair work
makes students feel more comfortable to exchange ideas
with others. He also mentions that students do not feel
shy and can share more personal thoughts and
experiences in a pair than they would do in groups.
Furthermore, he believes that group tasks can arise
arguments as different people share different opinions
and it tends to create disagreement among participants.

In addition, Reid (2002) states that pair work is
more beneficial than group work as it provides every
student an opportunity to talk especially those who are
introvert in nature and are more unlikely to share their
opinions in front of the class. Sometimes it is seen that
students correct each other’s mistakes as well as provide
necessary vocabulary consciously or unconsciously
when involves in pair work activities. Moreover,
Harmer (2007) mentions that pair work can increase the
students talking time.
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Figurel. Discussion for a given particular topic by
pair work

3.2 Influence of Group Work

Group work refers to what students do together
in the classroom which bears some relationship to their
education in the most general sense. The term covers all
forms of group learning activities. This includes study
collaboration and also encompasses other university-
related activities like clubs and campus functions. Group
work which has been examined has mostly been assigned
group projects. As the importance of group-work skills
in professional life is becoming increasingly widely
recognized more courses are including group projects to
expose students to the challenges of working in groups
and fully develop their ability to work as part of a group.
There are different kinds of group work such as,
Studying and working together during term time,
Consulting teachers together, Consulting peers |,
Revising together before tests and examination,
Discussion about certain topics, Forming study groups
etc.

Students themselves and making their own
decisions as to which learning activities or tasks to
perform and how to tackle them. Much of the research
which has been conducted into student out-of-class
behavior followed concerns over students failing to
complete degrees. Out-of-class group project work
addresses multiple needs and interests of students and
creates a variety of authentic English language inputs.
Project Work (Fried-Booth, 2002) presents various
project activities on different scales. Some can be carried
out within one class period; some require weeks. The
adoption of project work “[encourages] students to move
out of the classroom and into the world” and “helps to
bridge the gap between language study and language
use”. Project-based learning allows teachers and students
to move beyond the limitations of a traditional English
curriculum (Foss, Carney, McDonald, & Rooks, 2007).
Engaging students in out-of-class projects offers the

significant benefit of expanding the student learning
environment.

Figure 2. Discussion about the topic from textbook
by group work

3.3 The Advantages of Group Work

Group work has the following advantages:
1. Collaboration - it provides a social aspect when
students work together
2. Peer teaching - group work provides us with a natural
context for peer teaching and it has
many advantages such as:
(@) It is not threatening
(b) Sometimes, students find it
difficult to grasp a specific point
from the teacher but among
themselvesthey  can help and
understand one another
(c) It develops social skills - students
learn to speak with conviction;
they also learn to receive help
because asking for help is a
good skill to learn
3. Effectiveness in mixed ability classes
4. Prevention of discipline problems - order is
maintained in the class while the teacher monitors
the students working in groups
5.0pportunities for learners to use both comprehensible
output and input in an authentic manner because
when learners are thinking or writing, they are doing
this  for the sake of completing a task
6. Less teacher dominance.

3.4 Suggested Activities for Enhancing the
Writing Skill and Speaking Skill by Group

Work
Time one period
Topic Describing people
English result (intermediate)
Purpose -to improve students’ writing
and speaking skill by group
work
-to improve collaboration skill
Organization Group work
Level First year
Skill Writing and Speaking
Developed
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Materials Paper to note down and write
Lesson Stages | Four Stages

Pre - activity - Teacher teaches the usage of
vocabularies to  describe
people such as character,
looks. Age

- to practice and use these
vocabularies, teacher divides
students to group

- gives students an activity
and instructs to choose a
student in the class and note
down  describing about a
student’s character ,and looks
from the class by omitting
name by group

- one of students from one
group  will tell about a
student’s character and looks
from the class to other group
- other groups will guess who
will be and say who this
student is

while- activity | - Students do this activity
actively and happily
according to teacher’
instructions

- write them about a student
from the class as a short essay
by group assignment
Feedback

Assessment

Post -activity

Follow up

Figure 3. Discussion for a given particular topic by
group work

4. SOME ACTIVITIES TO IMPROVE
ENGLISH SKILL

Four skills activities in the language classroom
serve many valuable purposes: they give learners
scaffolded support, opportunities to create, contexts in
which to use the language for exchanges of real
information, evidence of their own ability and, most
important, confidence. Among many activities , some

effective activities to improve English four skills are as
followed :

4.1 Activities to Promote Reading Skill

Here are some simple and effective ways to
help students build reading skills to better understand
classroom curriculum.

Partner Presentations

Have each student write a one-page essay
describing themselves in as much detail as possible.
Encourage them to include as much as they can --
personality traits, hobbies, favorite foods, family history
and experiences. After they've finished, pair students up
and have them exchange their essays. Give each student
five minutes to read his or her partner's essay, and
explain that each student will have to stand in front of the
class and share as much as they can remember about his
or her partner. Students make take notes while they read,
but they will not be allowed to look at the essays while
they present.

Critical Predictions

Split the class into groups and give each group
copies of a different text to read. Before they read,
instruct each group to read the title and scan the opening
of the text, and then make a list of predictions about the
information they will encounter in the text. Explain that
after they've finished the first portion of the reading, they
should write a second list of predictions based on what
they've learned from the first part of the reading. For
example, if you give a group an article about wetlands,
their first list might include expectations about all of the
dangers to wetlands. However, if the article discusses the
benefits of draining wetlands for farm use, their second
lists might focus more on what wetlands have to offer for
agriculture.

Reading Purposes

Chances are students have never actively
questioned their reasons for reading, and haven't
developed any specific standards for their reading. On
the board make three columns, and title them "Novels,
Textbooks," and "Doctor's Office Magazines." Ask the
class why they read each type of writing listed, what are
their goals and what they expect from each reading
experience. Guide them toward understanding that
reading magazines in a doctor's office is often passive
because they are reading to pass time, but that when they
read novels they are actively engaging with the material
so much that they forget they are even reading.
Furthermore, when they read textbooks they are trying to
absorb specific information. Teacher can then discuss
strategies such as note-taking, highlighting and re-
reading to help them achieve those reading goals.

4.2 Activities to Promote Speaking Discussions

After a content-based lesson, a discussion can
be held for various reasons. The students may aim to
arrive at a conclusion, share ideas about an event, or find
solutions in their discussion groups. Before the
discussion, it is essential that the purpose of the
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discussion activity is set by the teacher. In this way, the
discussion points are relevant to this purpose, so that
students do not spend their time chatting with each other
about irrelevant things. For example, students can
become involved in agree/disagree discussions. In this
type of discussions, the teacher can form groups of
students, preferably 4 or 5 in each group, and provide
controversial sentences like “people learn best when they
read vs. people learn best when they travel”. Then each
group works on their topic for a given time period, and
presents their opinions to the class. It is essential that the
speaking should be equally divided among group
members. At the end, the class decides on the winning
group who defended the idea in the best way.
Role Play

One other way of getting students to speak is
role-playing. Students pretend they are in various social
contexts and have a variety of social roles. In role-play
activities, the teacher gives information to the learners
such as who they are and what they think or feel. Thus,
the teacher can tell the student that "You are David, you
go to the doctor and tell him what happened last night,
and..." (Harmer, 1984)
Storytelling
Students can briefly summarize a tale or story they heard
from somebody beforehand, or they may create their own
stories to tell their classmates. Story telling fosters
creative thinking. It also helps students express ideas in
the format of beginning, development, and ending,
including the characters and setting a story has to have.
Students also can tell riddles or jokes. For instance, at the
very beginning of each class session, the teacher may call
a few students to tell short riddles or jokes as an opening.
In this way, not only will the teacher address students’
speaking ability, but also get the attention of the class.
Interviews

Students can conduct interviews on selected
topics with various people. It is a good idea that the
teacher provides a rubric to students so that they know
what type of questions they can ask or what path to
follow, but students should prepare their own interview
questions. Conducting interviews with people gives
students a chance to practice their speaking ability not
only in class but also outside and helps them becoming
socialized. After interviews, each student can present his
or her study to the class. Moreover, students can
interview each other and "introduce™ his or her partner to
the class.
Picture Describing

Another way to make use of pictures in a
speaking activity is to give students just one picture and
having them describe what it is in the picture. For this
activity students can form groups and each group is given
a different picture. Students discuss the picture with their
groups, then a spokesperson for each group describes the
picture to the whole class. This activity fosters the
creativity and imagination of the learners as well as their
public speaking skills.

4.3 Activities to Promote Writing Skills

e Encourage Good Writing.

e Work On Student's Mindset. Sometimes,

stating clear rules

e A Lot of Practice Equals Better Performance. .

e  Provide Instructions Throughout the Writing

Process. ...

e Provide Helpful Feedback. ...

e Have Students Read a Lot.

Ask students to write what they know about topic
before discuss it.

Ask students to write a brief summary of what they
already know or what opinions they hold regarding the
subject you are about to discuss. The purpose of this is to
focus the students' attention, there is no need to collect
the summaries.

Ask students to respond in writing to questions you
pose during class. Prior to class starting, list two or three
short-answer questions on the board and ask your
students to write down their responses. Your questions
might call for a review of material you have already
discussed or recalling information from assigned
readings.

Ask students to write from a pro or con position
when presenting an argument, stop and ask students to
write down all the reasons and evidence they can think
of that supports one side or the other. These statements
can be used as the basis for discussion.

4.4 Activities to Promote Listening SkKills

e Before listening. ...
e Pre-teach key words. ...
Talk, talk, talk. ...
Task tips from the teacher. ...
While listening. ...
Songs.
The Hidden Phrase

An interactive classroom activity to help
improve students’ listening skills is to pair students
together to listen for a hidden phrase. The way this
activity works is students must work with their partner to
create a dialog using a secret phrase. Once they have
created a short dialog using the phrase, they must present
it to their classmates to see which group can find the
hidden phrase. Prepare the hidden phrase before class
and make sure that you have enough for each group to
have a different one. The phrase can be anything that you
want from “I saw a dinosaur in my backyard” to “I like
to bake cookies.” Each group’s challenge is to use the
hidden phrase in their dialog, while their classmates’
goal is to listen intently to try and figure out the hidden
phrase within the dialog. Each group that guesses
correctly gets one point. If no one can guess the hidden
phrase correctly, then the group that write the dialog gets
a point.
Describe the Photo

Another fun classroom activity is to pair
students together to listen to their partner describe a
photograph. Have students sit back to back, and give one
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student a simple photograph and the other a blank piece
of paper. The challenge is for the first student to describe
in detail the photograph, while the second student tries to
draw it on their paper. Make sure the photos you choose
are simple, such as a photo of a house, cat, dog, or simple
shapes. The group with the most similar drawings to their
photograph wins.
Stand Up and Listen

A fun, active, whole-group activity is to play
stand up and listen. For this activity, the challenge is for
students to listen for a repeated sound. For example,
teacher would say a phrase like “A saw my cat, eat a bat,
then a rat, before he ran away.” As soon as students think
they hear the repeated sound, they must stand up next to
their seat. Once students get the hang of it, pair them up
and have them create their phases. Once they’ve created
their phrase each group must come up and take a turn
playing stand up and listen.

5. APPLYING SOME ACTIVITIES FOR
IMPROVING LANGUAGE SKILLS
Some sample activities are presented with the
above stated background.
Table 5.1. Sample Lesson Outline

Duration Two periods

Time (55 minutesx2)

Activity writing assignment through speaking
and listening

Level intermediate (First year)

Skills  covered | Speaking, Listening, Writing

Materials paper to take note down

Lesson stages Four stages

-Teacher asks some personal
questions to students individually
to speak out

- do them pairs by drawing lots

- give them some outlines and facts
to ask

Pre- activity

- Let students ask and answer
the questions each other with
pair work
- Let them take notes down the
responses from their friends
- Teacher checks them about their
speaking and listening skills
around in the class
- Teacher evaluates their efforts while
speaking each other

While- activity

-Ask students to write an assignment
about their freind by using their
notes (individual)

-Tell them their writing assignment

Post - activity

Follow up Assessment

1. Pre - activity

e S ONR
Figure 1. Warm-up the students to speak out

2. While - activity

Figure 6. Evaluation students’ efforts by teacher

3. Post -activity

| S5 -

Figure 7. Presentation about the given topic
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Figure 8. Presentation about their particular topic

6. FINDINGS

The listed below summarize the benefits
experienced while adopting interactive activities:
» Real communication occurred in the second language
classroom
« Students organized their own ideas and contributed to
the discussion
* The activities paved way for developing their English
skills
* They also enhanced the students’ questioning and
retention skills
« All students were motivated; they participated and
presented
« Students’ tolerance and empathy towards their peers
were increased
*The activities created self-awareness and self-
motivation

7. SUMMARY OF
FEEDBACK

From the students’ feedback on their learning
engagements, all students expressed that these activities
had made them feel more interactive and confident,
become self-aware and self —-motivated, enthusiastic and
develop initiative in the learning. It is obvious that the
activities are what they like the most. They also
recommended that the teacher conduct many such
activities in the forthcoming classes.

STUDENTS’

8. CONCLUSION

In the light of the findings of the study, it is
concluded that activities are effective in enhancing
students’ English writing and speaking skills. In
developing these skills, input in the classroom alone is
not enough; it has to be supplemented with the outside
environment that affords students with contextualized
and real-life second language learning experiences. The

activity is intended to help students realize that although
they are not in an English-speaking environment, they
are still surrounded by English. The present study
demonstrates that this activity encourages students to
expand their language experience to outside the
classroom by making them aware of existing and
available English language opportunities in their
surroundings. Instead of presenting only formulaic
English in textbooks, an activity can increase students’
exposure to English in existing and familiar contexts.
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ABSTRACT: Grammar is taught both in the first language and second language classrooms. A knowledge _implicit
or explicit _of grammatical rules is essential for the mastery of language. The learner cannot use words correctly unless
he knows how they should be put together. The aim of this study is to suggest an integrated approach to teaching verb
(tenses) for all students. Although the students have been learning the use of tenses from primary to tertiary level, they still
find difficulties in using it. So in this paper, communicative approach, deductive approach and inductive approach are

mentioned to teach the use of tenses and how to improve it.

Keywords: communicative approach, deductive approach, inductive approach, effectively, fluently

1. INTRODUCTION

This paper is intended to motivate and arouse the
students’ interest in learning the use of tenses and to get
the students have communicative competence. At
Computer Universities, the tenses are revised again for the
students from the first year to final one. The students have

been taught the tenses since they were high school students.

But they consistently misuse, misunderstand and misapply
the tenses in real situation up to now. They have just got it
as knowledge. The students in the realm of higher
education think that they have already known the forms
and uses of tenses and it is easy to learn them.

In fact, they do not notice that they often make a
lot of mistakes, especially, the verb form in making a
sentence. In addition, the students are not interested in
doing exercises of the tenses traditionally such as blank
filling, multiple choice, matching, questions and answers.
So, to arouse the students’ interest and to teach the tenses
effectively, the teachers should use and adopt techniques
according to the need and interest of their students.

So in order to make the students addict to the use
of tenses, able to use these tenses correctly, and have the
communicative competence about the tenses, one essential
thing is to train them to be in touch with the tenses
effectively. With the help of sample activities, students are
more interested and their motivation will increase in
learning the use of tenses. Because of this aim, this paper
focuses on the integrated approaches to teaching the use of
tenses.

2. HOW TO TEACH VERBS ACCORDING
TO THE TIME FRAME

2.1 About Verb Tense in English

Verbs in English actually have two parts: the time
and the aspect, or way of looking at that time. So, for
example, within the present time frame, there are three
aspects commonly used: simple, continuous, and perfect.
In the present time frame, simple is used to show habitual

activity: “I drive every day.” Continuous shows ongoing
activity or activity in the moment: “I am driving right now.”
Perfect in the present time frame shows activity that began
in the past but continues into the present time frame: “I
have driven this car for ten years.” The past and future time
frames also have simple, continuous, and perfect aspects
(and in some cases, perfect continuous tenses).

2.2 Introduce Students to the System

Give students an overview of the entire verb
system in the different time frames. The purpose of this is
not to get students to learn or memorize the material right
away but to get an overview of this variety of tenses and
see how they relate to each other. | find it helpful to put the
time frame across the top of the board or handout and the
aspect down the side:

Past Present Future

simple I walked. I walk. I will walk.

continuous | was walking. | am walking. | will be walking.

perfect

Students will get an overview of the various
tenses with a chart like this. | keep it simple on a chart like
this, whose purpose is just to introduce students to this
complex system, not addressing for now variations of these
basic tenses like the perfect progressive: | have been
walking. I also use a regular verb to model the tenses, such
as “to walk,” whose variations and inflections are easier to
teach and remember: “—ed” for past, for example. I also
try to use intransitive verbs, or verbs that don’t require a
direct object, like “walk,” when introducing the verb tense
system, so focus can stay on the verb. If | used a verb like
“to throw” to introduce verb tenses, students would have
to focus on the irregular forms of the verb “threw,”
“thrown,” and also consider a direct object that makes
sense. (P##)
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3. USING METHODS

This study especially deals with different
approaches in English language teaching. Depending on
needs of the learner, purpose of teaching, time available
and physical resources available, approach used should
vary. Each approach has its own value. Language teachers
should be thoroughly familiar with various approaches so
that they will be able to choose appropriately between what
is good and what is useful for their particular purposes and
what is likely to be effective or relevant to their purposes.
Language teachers should willingly reject both old and
new techniques that seem unsuitable and refresh their
teaching with useful innovations and adaptations of
techniques. To do this wisely, the teachers must be well —
informed about the various approaches.

What are the Approaches?

The Communicative Approach emphasizes the
importance of structure and vocabulary but preparation for
communication will be inadequate if only these structures
are taught. Studying them enables the students to know the
rules of language usage, but they will not be able to use the
language. To communicate, people use the language for
the functions, such as agreeing, disagreeing, asking for
permission or promising. Moreover, people carry out these
functions within a social context. Therefore, to have some
knowledge of target language forms, meaning and
functions in negotiating meaning, communication is put
into practice in the Communicative Approach (Hymes,
D.1972).

The goal of using Communicative Approach is to
enable the students to become communicatively competent.
Communicative competent involves being able to use the
language appropriate to a given social context. They need
to know that many different forms can be used to perform
a function and also that single form can often serve a
variety of functions to choose from among these the most
appropriate form, given the social context and the role of
the speakers. In this approach, the teacher is a facilitator of
his students’ learning, and a manager of classroom
activities. To establish situations likely to promote
communication, as an advisor, co-communicator, the
teacher’s role is less dominant than in a teacher-centered
method. So, the students are more responsible manager of
their own learning (Hymes, D.1972).

The most obvious characteristics of the teaching-
learning process is that almost everything that is done with
a communicative purpose. The students use the language a
great deal through communicative activities such as games,
role-plays, and problem-solving tasks. Another
characteristic is the use of authentic materials. By using
authentic materials, the students have an opportunity to
know the actual language used by native speakers.
Activities have to be carried out by the students in small
groups. The students will be more motivated to study a
foreign language since they will feel they are learning to
do something useful with the language they study.
Teachers give the students an opportunity to express their
individuality and feel more secure with the foreign

language. This is enhanced co-operative interactions with
their fellow students and the teacher (Leech, G. 1994).

In the approach, language functions are
emphasized over forms. A functional syllabus is used.
Forms are presented at first. When the students get more
proficient in the target language, the functions are
reintroduced a more complex forms are learned. In this
approach, the students work on all four skills from the
beginning. Oral communication is taken place through
negotiation between the speaker and the listener. Meaning
is thought to be deduced from the written word through
interaction between the reader and the writer. Error of
forms are tolerated and seen as a natural outcome of the
development of communication skills. Students can have
limited linguistic knowledge and still be successful
communications (Hymes, D.1972).

The deductive approach represents a more
traditional style of teaching in that the grammatical
structures or rules are dictated to the students first (Rivers
and Temperley 1978). Thus, the students learn the rule and
apply it only after they have been introduced to the rule.
For example, if the structure to be presented is present
perfect, the teacher would begin the lesson by saying,
“Today we are going to learn how to use the present perfect
structure”. Then, the rules of the present perfect structure
would be outlined and the students would complete
exercises, in a number of ways, to practice using the
structure. In this approach, the teacher is the center of the
class and is responsible for all of the presentation and
explanation of the new material (Goner, Phillips, and
Walters 1995).

The inductive approach represents a more modern
style of teaching where the new grammatical structures or
rules are presented to the students in a real language
context (Goner, Phillips, and Walters 1995). The students
learn the use of the structure through practice of the
language in context, if the structure to be presented is the
comparative form, the teacher would begin the lesson by
drawing a figure on the board and saying, “This is Jim. He
is tall.” Then, the teacher would draw another taller figure
next to the first saying, “This is Bill. He is taller than Jim”.
The teacher would then provide many examples using
students and items from the classroom, famous people, or
anything within the normal daily life of the students, to
create an understanding of the use of structure. The
students repeat after the teacher, after each of the different
examples, and eventually practice the structures
meaningfully in groups or pairs (Goner, Phillips, and
Walters 1995). With this approach, the teacher’s role is to
provide meaningful contexts to encourage demonstration
of the rule, while the students evolve the rules from the
examples of its use and continued practice (River and
Temperley 1978).

Sample Activity A

The Present Simple Tense for routine action

To teach the use of simple present tense to
describe routine actions, the teacher asks to make
composition of sentences based on time expression.
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Teacher: we discuss briefly activities we do as
part of our daily routine and ask for examples of things

people do regularly once a week, once a month, once a year.

The teacher writes some examples on the blackboard.

| visit my grandmother once a month.

| take my vitamin pill once a day.

I go to cinema once a week.

Teacher: when we talk about routine actions, we
often use the simple present tense by describing
¢ infinitive’, or by adding ‘s’ to the verb.

After that he gives them five minutes to write
down as many things as they can think of that they do.

1 Every day

2 About once a month

3 About once a year

The teacher asks them to write their suggestions
in full sentences, like the examples above, supply new
vocabulary as needed as a group work. Then, they read out
their lists to one another, and delete anything they have
written down which someone else has as well. So that each
student has ‘special’ routines, that no one else has. Later a
representative from each group describes these ‘special’
routines in the third person.

Jastine goes to ballet class every day.

Paul doesn’t eat anything for one day every
month.

Some of these routines may give rise to
interesting questions and answers. In this way, the students
can have the concept that the use of simple present to
describe routine action. (Source: Ur. Penny 1996). In this
way, the teacher can write again on the board to explain
another use of the Present Progressive, Present Perfect and
Present Perfect Continuous in other situation.

By using integrated deductive approach and
communicative approach, students can understand the rule
explicitly and apply the use of verb forms. And then, they
communicate each other fluently and improve their
speaking skill in real life communication.

Sample Activity B
The Past Simple Tense

To train the students to practise the past tense
used for narrative, the teacher gives each student a verb in
the past tense (‘sat’ or ‘stood’ or ‘gave’). Then the teacher
starts a sample chain of events with the sentence.

Teacher: Yesterday | went to town, | bought a loaf

Then the students continue, repeating the
teacher’s sentence but adding a further clause including his
or her verb:

Student 1:  Yesterday | went to town and |
bought a loaf of bread and | sat on a
park bench.............

Student 2: Yesterday | went to town and | bought
a loaf of bread and I sat on a park
beach, and | stood at the bus

And so on, procedure continued all the students
have contributed. In sometime the chain becomes
impossible to remember for them. After finishing the

above procedure, the teacher asks the students to write
down as much as they can remember the final chain
possibly working in pairs or groups to help each other
remember.

Instead of giving verbs in the past tense, the
teacher gives them in the ‘base’ form, so that they have to
supply the past form themselves. Or simply let them
choose their own-either in advance, or on the spur of the
moment. (Source: Ur. Penny. 1996). In such way, the
teacher can also teach again the other Past Continuous,
Past Perfect and Past Perfect Continuous.

Sample Activity C

To teach the use of will/shall for prediction about
the future communicatively, the teacher can create activity,
Horoscope. The teacher asks the students to compose a
horoscope for an unknown person on a loose sheet of paper;
it should be interesting and not too serious. It may relate to
a limited future time (next week, months, year) or to the
person’s entire future life. So each student predicts an
unknown person’s future. For example,

You will be 25 next week.

You will finish your thesis next months.

You will go to Japan next year.

You will receive a good job next year.

Then, the paper are folded, collected, and placed
in a hat, bag or other container. Each member of the class
then fakes, at random, a piece of paper which is to be “his
or her horoscope” and read it. Then students ask each other
what is their horoscope.

Students 1: What’s your horoscope?

Students 2: It states that I’ll finish my thesis next month
and what about yours?

Students 1: It says that I’ll receive a love letter next week
and what about Zarni (student 3)

Students 3: I’ll meet with my girlfriend this year.

In this way, other students will also ask each other
and they will get concept that will is used for prediction
about future (Source: Ur Penny.1996). The teacher and the
students can also create other activities with Future
Continuous, Future Perfect and Future Perfect Continuous
tense communicatively.

Though there are some differences

between the Communicative Approach and the Inductive
Approach, it is suggested to integrate them into a language
teaching programme. So, the Communicative Approach
and the Inductive Approach will enable learners to use the
language for communication. And the learners can develop
speaking skill and they can get the grammar rules by
performing sample dialogues or short conversations.

4. DISCUSSION

Grammar is sometimes defined as “the way
words are put together to make correct sentence”. Thus, in
English | am a teacher is grammatical; | a teacher, and |
are a teacher are not. By using suggested approaches and
sample activities, the students are able to build up their
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suggestive ideas and extend their range of competence.
They can effectively learn the use of verb forms for tenses.
Their speaking skill, conversations and their writing skill
can be improved by practicing the verb (tenses). Thus,
good grammatical skill makes them the brighten future.

5. CONCLUSION

This paper is attempted to develop the students’
concept of using the tenses through the integrated
approaches and sample activities. In an English sentence,
the most vital element is the “verb”. The one who wants to
be good at writing or speaking should know how to use the
verb forms for the tenses. Unless the form of verbs in a
sentence is correct in tense, this sentence will not be a
correct and accurate one and the writer will fail to
communicate successfully as well. Without learning the
uses of tenses, the students cannot develop accuracy and
fluency in writing as well as speaking. If they use verb
forms correctly, they can improve their writing skill. So, it
is hoped that the students can know the knowledge of
grammar and they can develop the four skills by using the
integrated approaches.
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ABSTRACT: The aim of this research paper is to enhance the writing skill of third year computer science and
technology students at the University of Computer Studies (Taungoo). Writing is an essential skill not only in both
communication and but also in self-expression. So, students need to learn and develop the writing skill thoroughly. This
research will give lots of support for enhancement of students’ writing through types of writing which are effective and
useful and essential. By using these types of writing, teachers can train the learners to tackle their problems they
encountered in doing writing assignment. This research can assist learners to become adroit and skillful learners.

Keywords: effective, types of writing, descriptive, Essay writing

1. INTRODUCTION

This research paper is intended for third year
computer science and technology students to develop
their writing skill. Writing is one of the language skills
which are important in our life. By writing particular
passage, words and sentences that make up the work, the
learners will gradually interest and understand the
attitudes that are often used in writing.

To enhancing their writing skill, the different
types of writing are supported in this research. Learners
have already studied the grammatical patterns, but some
learners ignore grammatical errors in assignment.

To be proficient in their writing skill, effective
types of writing such as descriptive writing and Essay
writing is provided in this research. Anyhow, the
describing of graphs and tables and the sample of Essay
writing and activities are described. And then, Students
are usually eager and willing to write their ideas without
distraction of making mistakes in grammar.

The goal of this research is to write well
effectively, appropriately and skillfully by using
different types of writing. If the learners adopt given
types of writing, they will write well until weakness
supervened.

2. LITERATURE REVIEW

Writing, which was once considered the domain
of the elite and well-educated, has become an essential
tool for people of all walks of life in today’s global
community. Writing is viewed as a means of
communication which is commonly used to express and
impress. It means that when writers compose writing
works, they commonly have two main purposes. Firstly,
the intention or desire to express the ideas or feeling they
have in minds, or in other words, the written text is used
to communicate a particular message. Secondly, the text
is written to communicate the ideas to the readers. That
is why, writers need to have ability to communicate and
express the idea in certain ways depending on the level

of complexity. Essays play a pivotal role in helping
students to build knowledge. After writing an essay,
students will almost certainly understand a topic at a
deeper level than previously. Also, the process of
filtering and sifting, interpreting and analyzing
information develops research skills.

2.1 DIFFERENT TYPES OF WRITING

There are several different types of writing that
can be used both inside and outside the classroom.
Teacher can use these types of writing to practice writing
assignment and essay writing accurately involves
spelling correctly, forming letters correctly, writing
legibly, punctuating correctly, using correct layouts,
choosing the right vocabulary, using grammar correctly,
joining sentences correctly and using paragraphs
correctly. The students also need to have enough ideas,
organize them well and express them in an appropriate

style.

2.1.1 Descriptive Writing

Descriptive Writing is word painting. Whereas
the painter uses oils, pastels, or water colors to
communicate their impressions. Firstly, the students
observe something; then they transform the image into
words. All writing is word is word painting but
descriptive writing is the most visual. The students use
carefully selected words in order to convey a particular
color, taste, or smell — all these sensations can be
conveyed to the reader through their words. Descriptive
writhing is space- when describing a bedroom; for
example, the student might lead the reader on an
imaginary tour through the door and around the room in
a single direction, pointing out the furniture, carpeting,
curtains along the way. Of course, random description
can be less exciting than a description with a purpose.

The way in which the students organize ideas
depends on the subject. When describing a landscape
painting, they might discuss the foreground first and
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then the background. When a description deals with an
abstract idea, the organization is not spatial. Rather, the
organizing principle is the student’s dominant
impression of whatever they are describing. Sometimes
complete essays are written in the descriptive mode.
More often, description is used in combination with other
modes, such as narrative, argument, or comparison.

The style of a descriptive writing is to describe
a person, place, or thing in such vivid or clear detail that
the reader can easily imagine a precise picture of what is
being written about. The writer is able to accomplish the
writing by using imaginative language, interesting
comparisons, and images. This activity will encourage
students to write a descriptive writing; moreover, it will
improve relationships between students. This is because
this is a group-work activity. Students will also have an
opportunity to renew their background knowledge of
simple sentences, compound sentences, and complex
sentences. There are ten stages to write a descriptive
writing as follows

e The teacher explains what descriptive writing
is.

e  Theteacher shows some picture to students, and
writes an example of a text describing the
picture.

e While showing the example, the teacher
reviews how to use simple sentences,
compound sentences, and complex sentences.

e The teacher randomly divides students into
groups to work together.

e  After that, the teacher shows a picture to all the
students.

e  The teacher has each member in the group write
one sentence describing the picture.

e When students finish their sentences, the
teacher has them put all the sentences together
and arrange them into an essay using
appropriate conjunctions.

e Teacher has a representative from each group
present their essay in front of the class.

e When each group finishes the presentation, the
teacher corrects their errors and explains these
errors to all students.

e Teacher sums up how to write a descriptive
essay.

Student will be acquainted with all the elements
of description. By means of the designed charts and
graphic organizers, they will be guided to write
sentences, short passages and eventually, whole
compositions, using graphic organizers to form their
outlines. They will learn to cultivate their own outline
ideas by drawing graphic organizers and then, in a
systematic way, write their own descriptive
compositions.

In descriptive writing, the key is to make use of sensory
details to appeal to reader’s emotions. By offering details
that readers can see, hear, smell, or even touch in their
imagination, the students can make their descriptive
writing more interesting, and present clearer and more
vivid pictures. In fact, description is an integral part of

everyday world, being found in such diverse fields as
explanations, literature, and advertising. Most
importantly, it it’s a basic rhetorical pattern, which is
often infused into other kind of writing. Students can
learn the skills of description and apply them to their
writing and they will learn to combine them with
narration, with which descriptive writing is often
blended. While the teachers want to encourage students
to and peer evaluation, students will be made more aware
of their own errors and problems in writing. And then,
students will be able to write effectively correct and
evaluate their works.

Description captures impressions of persons,
places, objects or ideas. It records what the writers see,
hear, taste, touch, and feel. Description is probably the
most basic task writers face. Whether the students are
writing a short story, a term paper, or a project report,
much of their success as a writer will depend on their
ability to provide readers with detailed descriptions.

2.1.2 Suggested Activity: ldentifying Stages in a
Process

Aim : To develop the language needed for
descriptive writing

Time : about 20 minutes

Aids - distributing handouts

Organization : pairs or group work

Figure 1.Describing people

2.2 Essay Writing

An essay is a short piece of writing that humorously.
It can be described personal opinions, or just repeat
information. An essay can be written from any
perspective, but are most commonly written in the first
person. A single word all by itself does not made a lot of
sense, but put several of them together in the right way,
and they form a sentence, a complete thought. Essay can
be narrative, descriptive, or expository, in exactly the
same way as paragraphs can. In writing paragraphs, the
students investigate the writing strategies and techniques
required to create a one-paragraph essay. The student
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will see how these same methods are used to create
longer essays.

A common form of university assessment is the
essay. The purpose of essays is for the student to
demonstrate their understanding of certain key concepts
associated with their course and communicate this
understanding in a formal structured way. Essays involve
more than simply repeating information from their
readings and lectures. They require analysis rather than
description, as well as an evaluation of the material and
the formation of an argument or interpretation of the set
topic.

The structure of any essay, no matter how long,
is similar to the construction of the one-paragraph essay.
In fact, longer essays are just an expanded form of the
one-paragraph structure. In longer essays, the students
may have to say, so they need more “room” to express
their ideas more clearly and in greater detail longer
essays create a more vivid picture in the reader’s mind,
or present longer, more complicated arguments. In other
words, where they would have written one sentence in a
one-paragraph essay, they would write one more
paragraphs in a longer essay. The best way to learn how
to write longer essays, however, is to practice with a
structure usually referred to as the five-paragraph essay.
It requires five paragraphs: introductory paragraph, three
body paragraphs, and a concluding paragraph. By
knowing, the student will be able to expand the formal
and create essays of any length or any type, effectively.
Although quite short, the five-paragraph essay structure
is usually sufficient to present their ideas in many
circumstances. The techniques and strategies they learn
to use in this course will also serve them well in any
course they take later on. The more the student write, the
better they will get.

Generally, an essay has three basic parts: an
introduction; one or two body paragraphs and a
conclusion. Each part is a sentence paragraph. The
introduction is the first paragraph which states what the
entire essay is about. The body paragraphs develop the
idea presented in the introduction. Each body paragraph
has a topic sentence. The topic sentence of a body
paragraph also states what that body paragraph is about.
The conclusion is last paragraph. There are many
different kinds of essays.

2.2.1 Suggested Activity: Identifying Stages in a
Process

Aim . To develop argumentative Essay
writing for the student

Time : about 40 minutes
Aids - distributing handouts
Organization : pairs or group work
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Figure 2. Sample writing for essay writing

3. DATA ANALYSIS

Through the questionnaire survey supported to
the third year students at UCS, Taungoo, their strength
and weakness are found out. Survey form is an essential
fact that cannot be ignored because it can be used for
collecting information from the learners about their
needs and weakness in writhing skill.

1. How efficient are you in the descriptive writing?
Excellent

Good O
Fair O
Poor O
2. Which types of writing are you interested in?
Essay Writing O
Descriptive Writing O
Report Writing O
Letter Writing O
3. What are the main problems you face in writing
English?
Grammar O
Function O
Vocabulary O
Spelling O
Others O
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6.

7.

9.

Do you think descriptive writing is important for
improving your writing skill?
Yes O
No |
How important is the role of grammar to develop the
writing skill?
Critically important
Somewhat important
Very important
Minimally important
What makes your writing delay?
Lack of knowledge
Lack of vocabulary
Use a range of sentence structure O
Developing and organizing ideas O
Which type(s) of writing should be emphasized for
the third year students?
Descriptive writing
Argumentative writing
Report writing
Process writing
Assignment writing
What kinds of facility do you think are necessary for

OO0 oOoooo

Oooooao

you?

Picture O
Video O
Tree diagram O
Computer O

What types of activity are used to improve your
writing skill?

Planning O
Brainstorming O
Drafting O
Pre-writing |
10. Which skill(s) do you enjoy learning most?
Reading O
Writing |
Speaking O
Listening |

Table 1. Students’ responses on the questionnaire

Items Student number=100
Quest | Excellent Fair
ion(1) | (75) Good (25) | 10y | poor(:)
Quest Essay Descriptiv | Report | Letter
ion(2) Writing e Writing | Writin | Writin
(20) (70) g 190
Quest | Grammar | Function( Vu?;?/b Sp(;llm
ion(3) (60) 5) (20) (15)
Quest No
ion@y Y00 (4
Minim
Critically | Somewhat _Very ally
Quest | . . import | .
. importan | important( import
ion(5) t (15) ) ant ant
(65) (20)
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4. RECOMMENDATION

According to survey, learners want to be skillful
technician. Therefore, they need to enhance the writing
skill to be well proficient technician. Although they have
been studying writing skill from the early age, they still
face problems in writhing skill. Most of learners are
enthusiastic in descriptive writing skill. Some students
are interested in Essay writing. The most difficulties for
them are insufficient in vocabulary. They are more eager
it write descriptive writing because they can write easily
by using the data or facts in the diagram-According to
survey, learners need to practice descriptive writing for
improving their writing skill.
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5. CONCLUSION

This research paper is intended to enhance
effective types of writing of the third year computer
students at the University of Computer Studies,
Taungoo. Writing is one of the most important ways of
expressing student’s and communicating ideas. Same
learners can put their words into words, Some learners
can write assignments by using diagram. In conclusion,
two types of writing for the students are supported in this
research paper. These different types of writing can give
the learners to enhance and motivate their writing skill
thoroughly.
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ABSTRACT: Speaking is a spoken productive language skill. Nowadays, the process of speaking activity has changed
a lot, Teachers try to encourage the learners to develop their communication skills through speaking. Teachers need to
find innovative strategies to help their learners to construct better speaking performance. An investigation of teachers’
and learners’ perspectives of strategies to develop the second language learners to perform better in their speaking was
in need. This research paper shows that the effective strategies to promote second language learners to perform better in
their speaking including pair work, group work, presentation, reciprocal- questionings, reduced teacher talking time,
debate, role play and motivation. Second language learners face the challenge in their speaking performance such as
including vocabulary, pronunciation, grammar structures, time constraints, anxiety and uninteresting topics. This paper
has been prepared for teachers and learners to have competence in the teaching- learning process and increasing learners’

talking time.

Keywords: Speaking, Strategies, performance, role play, time constraints.

I. INTRODUCTION

With the development of digital devices and
educational technology, many teachers are adopting
innovation strategies to their language teaching of which
speaking is one important skill. One of the most effective
ways to develop the speaking skills is to actively monitor
the body language and voice. Using innovative strategies
in speaking classes helps the second language learners at
the University of Computer Studies, Taungoo have a
grade chance to develop their speaking ability and take
control of their own practice process.

Speaking has traditionally been one of the more
challenging language skills for both for EFL learners to
develop and for teachers to teach. This is especially the
case in most course due to such factors as large classes,
limited time for in-class speaking traditional teacher-
oriented teaching method which favour silent learning
and rote memorization over creative expression of
learners’ thoughts and ideas, and test- driven curricula
that are largely reading and writing base.

This research paper will present some effective
strategies on how activity can successfully be used in the
classroom to help minimize learners’ fear of speaking, to
develop speaking performance and fluency, promote
learners’ interest and motivation, and foster creativity
and learners’ autonomy.

2. TYPES OF
PERFORMANCE

The teachers would like to analysis the
performance of teaching speaking and have a deeper look
into the problems of teaching them. Therefore, they will

SPEAKING

also perform some interesting ideas and strategies how to
make learners to get success in learning performance in
speaking.

2.1 Intensive speaking

Intensive speaking goes one-step beyond
imitative to include any speaking performance that is
designed to practice some phonological or grammatical
aspect of language. Intensive speaking can be self-
initiated or it can even for no part of some pair work
activity, where learners are “going over” certain forms of
language.

2.2 Extensive Speaking

Learners at intermediate to advanced levels are
called on to give extended monologues in the form of
oral reports, summaries, or perhaps short speeches. The
register is more formal and deliberative. These
monologues can be planned or impromptu.

3. MOTIVATING THE LEARNERS

Teachers prepare their lessons different
activities for the second language learners. Learners are
not inspired by curiosity as children and teacher’s
approval is not so imported. The learners who are
positively motivated are strongly affected by what
happens in the classroom. The ability to provide
interesting and motivating class lay in the teacher’s hand.
In speaking classes, the learners should get the chance to
interact with each other A teacher’s aim should be to
create comfortable atmosphere where the learners are not
afraid to speak and enjoy communicating with their
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fellow the learners as well as the teachers. The aim of
communication activities into develops purposeful and
meaningful interaction between the learners. These
activities should be designed in such a way so that
learners get motivation to speak. These activities are the
things that are not only motivating them in classroom but
also they offer a challenge. Speaking activities should
need to be very carefully structured at first, especially at
lower levels, so that the learners have few demands on
them. Therefore, the teachers should plan simple
speaking tasks to make the learners speak in target
language. They may not be fluent and accurate but they
should not remain silent in speaking classes.

4, STRATEGIES FOR DEVELOPING
LEARNERS’ SPEAKING SKILLS

Learners often think that the ability to speak a
language is the product of language learning, but
speaking is also a crucial part of the language learning
process. Effective teachers teach learners speaking
strategies making interviews, using role-play, making
storytelling, and recognizing scripts that they can use to
help themselves expand their knowledge of the language
and their confidence in using it. These teachers help
learners learn to speak so that the learners can use
structure and languages to learn.

4.1 Making interviews

Speaking is one of the most important items as
oral communication in language. Communicative does
not mean having the learners practicing communication
in pair or group. Making interviews is well-known in
advance it is usually a good practice to allow the
individual concerned time to prepare for the talk before
the actual involvement. Learners can conduct interviews
on selected topics with various people. It is a good idea
that the teacher provides a rubric to learners so that they
know what types of questions they can ask or what path
to follow, but learner should prepare their own interview
questions.

4.2 Using Dialogues and Role-play

A great way to introduce or review the words is
to practice them in dialogues accompanied by pictures.
These will take some time to create, or the teachers can
scan the internet to find some already written. The
teacher should give the learners to practice a variety of
dialogues such as conversation between two learner a
conversation between a teacher and a learner, and a
conversation with the whole class. A teacher could give

each pair a different dialogue to practice in pairs first and
then with the whole class.

The role-play is a basic speaking activity
focused on target structures, which the teacher provides
by the use of cue cards turning ordinary conversation
practice into a mini drama, and thus humanizing
language teaching If the teachers have more advanced
learners, give them role play contorts rather than
dialogues. Prepare a written context or give them a
picture with two people in a classroom and have them
construct the dialogue for this picture. Going over the
similarities and difference between the dialogues can
lead to some great conversations about the variations of
speech they may hear.

4.3 Making Storytelling

Storytelling is one of the most powerful means
that the leaders have to influence, teach, and inspire.
Effective story telling involves a deep understanding of
human emotions, learners’ motivations, and psychology
in order to truly move on audience learners can briefly
summarize a tale or story they heard from somebody
beforehand, on they may create their own stories to tell
their classmates. Story telling fosters creative thinking, It
also helps learners express ideas in the format of
beginning, development, and ending, including the
characters and setting a story has to have. Learners also
can tell riddles or jokes. 4.4 Recognizing Scripts

Some communication situations are associated
with a predictable set of spoken exchanges- a script,
Greetings, apologies, compliments, invitations, and other
functions that are influenced by social and cultural norms
often follow patterns or scripts. So do the transactional
exchanges involved in activities such as obtaining
information and making a purchase. In these scripts, the
relationship between a speaker’s turn and the one that
follows it can often be anticipated. Teachers can help the
learners develop speaking performance by making them
aware of the scripts for different situations so that they
can predict what they will hear and what they will need
to say in response. Through interactive activities, they
can give the learners practice in managing and varying
the language that different scripts contain.

5. METHODOLOGY

The study is to observe what type of speaking
performance in language teacher are more important for
learners through developing the students’ perceptions
and expectations. The data has been collected using a
closed ended questionnaire which teachers have to
complete individually. All participants filled up the
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questionnaire form. This research is to collect data from
the University of Computer Studies (Taungoo) and
Technological University, Maubin to get different results
how learners think the speaking performance. The study
period was from January 2019 to August 2019. The
teachers consisted of 5 English teachers from UCS
(Taungoo) and 8 English language teachers from TU
(Maubin).

5.1 Data Analysis

The study of the data analysis will be conducted
one all respondents have complete the questionnaire
.There are 10 questions for English language teacher.
Each question contains (5) items such as Strongly
Disagree (SDA), Disagree (DA), Fairly Agree (FA),

Using these strategies
help the learners to
make group work
activities and answer
the brainstorming
questions.

The teachers gained
substantial  benefits
from using these
strategies in  the
classroom.

The teachers should
use innovative and
creative strategies for
developing speaking
performance

10

These strategies made

Agree (A) and Strongly Agree (SA).

Table 1: Teachers’ Survey Questions

No

Statement

>0

> T

> Wn

Speaking is important
to apply or participate
in activities such as
debate, presentation,
seminars and
workshop.

oo w

Speaking
performance is
probably the most
suitable factor that
learners can target in
order to develop
learning in English.

Learners may have to
do speaking exercises
and to do power point
presentation orally in
seminar.

The teachers should
do some speaking
activities in the
classroom.

13

These innovative
strategies are to help
learners’ speaking
develop the various
relations among ideas.

The teachers can get
the ways to persuade
the learners to be not
only interested in but
also comfortable to
participate in
classroom  language
learning.

the teacher to use the
learner oriented
teaching process.

According to the survey questions, a lot of
teachers use the innovative strategies in the class such as
teaching and presentation, scripts and storytelling. These
strategies can give learners a chance to speak and
enhance motivation, to be confident, and to be rich
vocabulary for their seminar and project presentation.
Some of the teachers assumed that these strategies take
long period and they do not have enough hours for their
teaching learning process. The teachers prepare their
lesson plan and innovative strategies for developing
speaking performance activities such as making
interview, using role play and so on. Language teachers
have to create a space of effective learning environment
for learners because it will appear active teaching
learning process in each activity. The teacher records
questions and idea for discussion on audiocassette. The
questions tend to be open- ended and aim to elicit a ten
to fifteen minutes response. The process is repeated
several times during the semester.

Table 2: Learners Survey Questions

N | Statement S|DI|F |A S
0 D A |A A
A
1 | Making interview |1 |1 |38 |10 |30
made the learnersto | 0 | 2

develop in speaking
English both inside
and outside in class.

2 | Interview strategies |5 |0 |25 |40 |30
appropriated me to
involve both in pair
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and group
participation.

[EEN

3 | These strategies | 0 27 |33 |30
helped the learners 0
to talk about whether
they have
experienced

anything worth
telling their friend in
their  daily lives
before class.

4 | Story telling |5 |- |10 | 35 | 50
strategies gave me to
do creative thinking
the story  and
develop the accuracy
and fluency skills.

5 | Role-play helpedme |- |5 |30 |25 |40
to  practice the
classroom
discussion and

perform group work.

6 | Role play made me |5 |5 |15 |25 |50
to express
interactive learning
with excellent
opportunity.

[y
2]

7 | These strategies 25 | 20 | 40
helped me more | O
comfortable  with
this multipoint of

view practice.

8 | These strategies | 2 |2 |17 |29 |50
helped the learners
overcome this
reticence by assuring
them that the need
for clarification of
interaction.

9 | Recognizing scripts |0 |0 |10 |20 |70
gave me practice in
managing and
obtaining from
different scripts.

[N
[y

These strategies | 2 18 | 30 | 40
0 | encouraged me to 0
gain confidence in
their  ability in
various
communication

situations.

SDA=strongly disagree, DA= disagree. FA=Fairly
Agree, A= Agree, SA= Strongly Agree

According to the data collected form survey
questions, learners are connected to their learning
activities and will need little motivation to get them
engage with recognizing scripts in scripts in the

classroom. The majority of students in two universities
are in the 18 to 22 age group. Although they avoid
speaking in English in their day-to-day life situations
they have already had more than one decade exposure of
English. On the other hand, the students are made up of
heterogeneous groups, with participants from different
geographical location and university, as well as with
different levels of English and interests. The key is to let
learners focus on exploring an area which interests them
and learn about it for themselves: 80% of the learners are
strongly agree this strategies and 20% of them also fairly
agree learners make continual practice to achieve of the
most important skills and good storytelling. This
strategies is to be flexible and helpful accelerate their
learning process.

6. RESEARCHER FINDINGS

It was found that learners have a great favor to
some strategies to others. Learners are interested in
learning strategies and activities to be successful
communication in language learning but the others are
not. All of the learners in the class need to be interested
in and participated in innovative strategies and activities
that the teacher use in language learning learners and
teachers think that not only the communicative activities
can improve their fluency in speaking performance but
also can develop their presentation skills. After engaging
with these strategies learners were interviewed at their
presentation of the suggested activities. Learners felt
themselves satisfied in confidence in speaking English.
They felt their speaking abilities were significantly
developing than their previous time before. Because of
storytelling activity, they thought themselves they have
become good storyteller and they all are familiar with
some strategies of effective speaking skills.

7. CONCLUSIONS

Language is a tool for communication,
Moreover, a language to be effective should be easy to
learn so that communication in which language can be
carried on as clearly as possible. Communication takes
place everywhere there in speech. The importance of
speaking skill, hence, is enormous for the learners of any
language. Learners should be fluent in English for a
brighter future. The teacher have to try to involve each
learner in every speaking activity, reduce teacher
speaking time in class white increasing learner speaking
time, indicate positive signs when commenting on a
learner’s response, ask eliciting questions. The aim of
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this research paper is based on the innovative strategies,
classroom activities, and questionnaires asked what
teaching strategies are suitable for the learners and
teachers. And then, this paper presents the ways for
teacher how to develop for the learners to be interested
in doing activities, fulfill the learners’ needs, and to
practice a lot of speaking regularly and systematically.
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ABSTRACT: This study was conducted the factors that affect speaking English for non-native speakers who find it
difficult to speak just what they really want. Sometimes they even struggle to obtain basic information concerning products
or services while communicating. A huge number of non-native speakers make frequent English slip-ups during
conversations. They also make errors in stress, spellings, pronunciations, and sentence intonations. If the speakers make
errors in these, there may be misunderstanding, wrong meanings and sometimes funny conditions. Non-native speakers
should notice these factors and practice a lot to improve their speaking skill. Students from Technological University and
professionals from ADCSM (Advanced Diploma in Civil Service Management),Phaung Gyi, were asked about stress,
spellings, pronunciations, and sentence intonations. Most of them made errors in using them. Therefore, correct stress,
spelling and pronunciation, and intonation are basic for efficient and effective communication in English. The speakers

can get confidence in their presentations, speeches or daily conservations when they use them correctly.

Keywords: Slip-ups, Errors, Efficient and Effective, Confidence

1. INTRODUCTION

It has been generally well-known that most people faced
some problems in learning English as a second or foreign
language in non-English speaking countries. People all
over the world have already known that English has
become an International language in modern days.
English is the most common second language in the
world. Speaking English is important as it enables and
helps people to communicate easily with each other,
especially foreigners. Speaking skill is regarded one of
the most difficult aspects of language learning. Most of
the people in some different countries use English to
communicate in some aspects of life such as politics,
economics, culture, education, social, etc. Stress,
spelling and pronunciation, and intonation are important
in communicative English. One major reason why
foreign speakers of English have difficulties with
pronunciation is due to the lack of the stress knowledge
of the new language being learned. Second Language
Learners will often sounds “foreign” when using their
own native language stress patterns while speaking the
new language. In English, words that have more than one
syllable will always have one particular syllable that will
receive primary stress. The music of speech is the
intonation that is a crucial factor in speaking. The main
movement of intonation begins at the tonic syllable. The
movement can be upwards (a rise), downward (a fall), a
rise with a fall (a rise-fall), a fall with a rise (a fall-rise)
or flat. Intonation has a definite effect on meaning and

also gives the clear information about the speaker’s
attitude. It is to show the grammar of what the speaker is
saying. Moreover, intonation plays a crucial role in
spoken discourse since it signals when speakers have
finished the points they wish to tell to people, carry on
with a turn and indicate an agreement or a disagreement.
If a speaker speaks English with a flat intonation, this
may sounds boring and uninteresting. Using wrong
intonation can therefore give offence. For these reasons,
it is essential to practice intonation. The rising-falling
intonation pattern is used with statement, a command, an
exclamation and a question beginning with wh-words.
Some suggestions are also given for the
students and professionals to improve their skills in using
stress, spelling and pronunciation, and intonation.

2. AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE

STUDY
This research aims:
- To explore some noticeable factors in speaking
English,

- To learn the importance of stress, spelling and
pronunciation, and intonation in communicative
English, and

- To apply correctly the stress, spelling

and pronunciation, and intonation in
communicative English.
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3. WORD STRESS
Syllabus and stress are two of the main areas

of spoken language. Few ESL students have the time or
wish to learn the complex word-stress system in English.
Many are obviously aware of the existence of stress,
fewer of its communicative importance, and a sound
working knowledge of it is the attribute of only a happy
few. The learner may find it largely confusing, and both
the aural and oral communicative performance of ESL
students would improve if some effort were made to help
them glean the basics. In some languages, each syllable
in each word is pronounced with the exact some stress.
English is not one of those languages. English has its
own rhyme, complete with its own vocal music. This
means that one part of a certain word is said louder and
longer than other parts of the same word. It is something
that is completely natural for English speakers, but
something ESL speakers can learn from learning the
correct way to pronounce new words, practicing their
conversational skills, and by learning the rules for using
word stress. English is classed as a ‘stress-based’
language, which means the meaning of words can be
altered significantly by a change in stress. This is why it
is important to develop an understanding of English
syllables and stress patterns. The English language is
heavily stressed with each word divided into syllables.
Here are some examples of English words with different
numbers of syllables, followed by a series of examples
of correct stress placement.

3.1. Words with One Syllable
Usually one syllable of a word is stressed more

than the others. This is how words and sentences develop
their own rhythm. Syllables and stress patterns in the
English language help to create the sounds,
pronunciations and rhythms that people hear all around
them. It is easy to pronounce words with one syllable.
For Example;

Adjectives: *high, "good, ‘nice, ‘right, ‘red
Nouns: ‘aim, ‘point, ‘form, ‘week, ‘day
Prepositions: ~ “out, ‘to, ‘in, ‘up, ‘on

Verbs: ‘get, “think, ‘meet, ‘make, ‘ring

3.2. Words with Two Syllables

When learning English as a second language,
most people do not make unstressed syllables as fast, low
in pitch, or quiet as they should. The tendency is to over-
pronounce them. But that is not good English. Mistakes
in word stress are a common cause of misunderstanding
in English. Stressing the wrong syllable in a word can
make the word very difficult to hear and understand.

To understand word stress, Learners have to
understand syllables. Words have one or more syllables.

A syllable is a unit of pronunciation. It consists of either
a vowel sound alone or a vowel and one or more
consonant sounds. Notice that (with a few rare
exceptions) every syllable contains at least one vowel (a,
e, i, 0 or u) or vowel sound. Every word is made from
syllables. Each word has one, two, three or more
syllables.

Some nouns and verbs have the same form in
English. However, the pronunciation (i.e. syllable stress)
is different. When a word is used as a noun, the stress is
on the first syllable and when it is used as a verb, the
stress is on the second syllable. In most of the words with
two syllables, the stress of the nouns is on the first
syllable and the stress of the verbs is on the second
syllable. For example;

Verbs: conflict, in"crease, pro*gress, ob'ject,
pre‘sent, ex'port, trans' fer
Nouns: *conflict, “increase, “progress, ‘object,

‘present, ‘export, “transfer
Additionals: “garden, *mushroom, ob'serve,
com'bine

3.3. Words with More Than Two Syllables

The general theory is that all words have exactly
one syllable with primary stress, but some words also
have secondary stress on another syllable. For example,
in recom'mend / rek.o'mend/, /mend/ has primary stress
and /rek/ has secondary stress. For very long words, (like
extraliterary) it's possible to have two syllables with
secondary stress: / ek.stro'lit.a rer.i/. Other examples of
words with more than two syllables are as follow.

Verbs: ‘emphasise, ‘allocate, ap*preciate

Nouns: en‘vironment, tech*nology,
infor' mation,

Adjectives: ‘comfortable, inde*pendent,
bio*logical

3.4. Stressed words within sentences
Not all words receive equal stress within a
sentence in English.
Content words are stressed. Content words include:

Nouns (e.g. school, station, train)
Normal verbs (e.g. run, work, speak)
Adjectives (e.g. beautiful, tall, friendly)
Adverbs (e.g. quickly, noisily, badly)

Function words are unstressed. Function words
include:

Determiners (e.0. a, an, the)
Auxiliary verbs (e.g. can, have, may, will, etc.)
Conjunctions (e.g. and, but, as, etc)
Pronouns (e.g. you, he, she, us, it, them, etc.)

Even if the listener does not hear some quickly
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pronounced function words, the meaning of the whole
sentence should be clear. This is how native speakers of
English communicate. Emphasis is put on the most
important words.

For example: "Would you like a cup of tea?"
It is a general rule of English that when there is a
sequence of equal stresses, the last stressed word should
be the strongest, or the loudest - which in the above case
would be tea. Try to imagine receiving a text message
like "train delayed home late".
You understand that this means: 'The train has been
delayed. I will be home late™ Only content words are
used in the message but the meaning is quite clear.
In English, words are stressed according to the meaning
the speaker wants to convey. For example, depending in
which word in the following sentence is stressed, the
meaning changes:

- Are you going to the cinema tonight? (or is it someone
else?)

- Are you going to the cinema tonight? (or not?)

- Are you going to the cinema tonight? (or somewhere
else?)

- Are you going to the cinema tonight? (or another
night?)

4, SPELLING AND PRONUNCIATION
Any work on aspects of pronunciation can
take a long time to show improvements and
challenges for both the students and the teacher, but
working on word stress can be fun and over time
will help the students to be better understood and
more confident speakers. Some people make
mistakes and slip-ups in spelling and pronunciation.
Thus, the followings factors should be careful.

4.1. Malapropism

Malapropisms are the use of incorrect words in
a place of a word with a similar sound, resulting in a
nonsensical, sometimes humorous utterance. In everyday
life, they are usually used unintentionally. They can
muddle the meaning of a sentence and they often
generate a laugh at the speaker’s expense. Two words
look or sound alike but they do not necessarily have
similar meanings. Even presidents, politicians and
celebrities have used plenty of malapropisms over the
years. Some of the most common malapropisms are:
- I’'m a civil serpent. (servant)
- Weapons of mass production (destruction)
- ’'m a person who recognizes the fallacy of humans.

(fantasy)

4.2. Spoonerism

Spoonerisms are defined as involuntary
rearrangements of elements in the serial order of speech.
It is a mixing up the sounds in words and it creates
nonsense words. Spoonerisms involve the accidental, or
sometimes deliberate, mix up of parts of words, so that
they still form a full phrase. For example:
- the Lord is a shoving leopard (the Lord is a loving

shepherd).

- waste the term is produced as taste the werm.
- Wook out the lindow. (Look out the window.)

4.3. Mispronouncing

If the learners are like most people, they are
probably concerned that they are not pronouncing words
correctly in English. After all, when people are speaking
another language, it can be hard to know if the sounds
that they hear inside their heads are actually coming out
correctly. It is easier to understand for the native English
speakers.

Three Reasons of Mispronouncing Words in
English are as follow.

First, the speakers may be making each
syllable exactly the same length. English is a stress-
timed language. That means that one syllable is longer,
louder and higher in pitch. In order to create the natural
rhythm of English, it is needed to make sure one syllable
is longer.

The second reason is that the speakers may be
stressing the wrong syllable, even if they are aware of
word stress and they are starting to include it in the
speech. If the speakers are mispronouncing a word, it is
not always because they are NOT using stress. It is
because they are using stress on the wrong syllable. It is
needed to check their stress on words they find difficult
to pronounce.

Last, the speakers may be mispronouncing a
word because they are substituting a related consonant
or related sound from their native language. They may
need to just practice how to move their mouth through
the right shape in order to pronounce the sound the way
it is in English.

The common words that have been
mispronounced by the speakers are as follow.

- Computer /kom’pju:to/
- Question /*kwestfan/

- Human /*hju:men/

- Examine /1g*zeemin/

- Purpose /" p3:poas/

It was found that not only students but also
professionals pronounced these words wrongly.
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5. INTONATIONS

Intonations are rising and falling of the voice in
speaking. In linguistics, intonation is variation in spoken
pitch when used, not for distinguishing words as a
concept known as tone, but, rather, for a range of other
functions such as indicating the attitudes and emotions of
the speaker, signaling the difference between statements
and questions, and between different types of questions,
focusing attention on important elements of the spoken
message and also helping to regulate conversational
interaction.

Although intonation is primarily a matter of
pitch variation, it is important to be aware that functions
attributed to intonation. It indicates the attitudes and
emotions of a speaker.

5.1. Four Types of Intonation

Four types of intonation are observed. They are:
Falling intonation, Rising intonation, Non-final
intonation and Wavering intonation. Most of the
speakers used intonations wrongly.

5.1.1. Falling Intonation
It describes how the voice falls on the final stressed
syllable, a phrase or a group of words. It is very common
in statements or WH-questions. The speakers need to
lower their voice at the end of a sentence. For example:
- My computer is broken.
- | have to work late tonight
- How old are you? N
- Why don’t you go to school?\

5.1.2. Rising Intonation
It is needed to raise the pitch of the speakers’
voice at the end of a sentence. Rising intonation of this
kind is used in Yes/No question. For example:
- Are you going to travel in June or July?
- 1s this your purse? -7
- Do you like to go shopping? 7

5.1.3. Non-final Intonation

Non-final intonation is a pattern within a
sentence that includes rising intonation followed by
falling intonation in the same sentence. We use non-final
intonation for unfinished thoughts, introductory words
and phrases, with a series of words, and when expressing
choices. Pitch rises and falls within the sentence. The
examples of non- final intonations are as follow.

Unfinished Thoughts: When the speakers raise
their pitch at the end of a phrase, it indicates that their
thoughts are not complete, even if they stop talking. For
example:

1. If I had a million dollars...
. When | grow up...
3. If she would just listen to me...
Finished thought Unfinished, then completed.
1. I have a million dollars. If I had a million dollars, |
would take a nice vacation.

2. 1 am an adult. When | am an adult, | will live in my
own apartment.

3. She never listens to me. If she would listen to me, she
would understand.

Introductory Words: Non-final intonation is
used with sentences that begin with introductory words
and phrases such as:

. As a matter of fact

. Actually 3. As far as I'm concerned

. In my opinion

. For example

. As a matter of fact, | do know what I'm talking about.
. Actually, he is coming tonight.

. As far as I'm concerned, the discussion is over.

Series of Words: Non-final intonation is also
used in words or phrases that are listed in a series. The
first few items are said with a rising intonation, and the
pitch falls with the final item in the list. For example:

1. Please go to the store and get milk, eggs, and bread. 2.

That sweater comes in black, gray, white, and red.

3. He can play football, soccer, baseball, and tennis.

4. You need to read the book, go to class, study hard,
and do well on the test.

5. | went to work, sat in a meeting, wrote a proposal,
talked to the customer, and then came home.

Expressing Choices: Non-final intonation is
also be used in a question that offers two or more choices.
For Examples:

1. Do you want the blue one or the red one?
2. Is he coming tonight or tomorrow?
3. Will you be bringing salad, bread, or dessert?

N

WNEFE O DNBRE

5.1.4. Wavering intonation

Wavering intonation is used when the speakers
express specific emotions or attitudes within a word.
They can express, for instance, surprise, anger, sarcasm,
hesitation, fear, amazement, among others.
Take a look at these two words: you did. The speaker is
going to say them showing that he or she is curious, very
surprised, disappointed, angry and in agreement.
1. You did? (curious)
2. You did? (very surprised)
3. You did? (disappointed)
4. You did? (angry)
5. You did. (in agreement)
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Check out some more examples:
- Thanks a lot. (normal)

- Thanks a lot. (very happy)

- Thanks a lot. (sarcastic)

- Okay. (normal)

- Okay. (hesitant or unwilling)
- Okay! (very excited)

- Okay! (frustrated and angry)

- No! (angry)
- No? (surprised)
- No... (hesitant)

6. FINDINGS IN THE RESEARCH

When asking about the stress, spelling and
pronunciation, and intonation in communicative English,
not only students but also professionals from different
departments make mistakes on them. In general, only
four from sixty students of Technological University,
Kyaing Tong and only one person from ten professionals
from ADCSM (Advanced Diploma in Civil Service
Management), Phaung Gyi can use correctly the stress,
spelling and pronunciation, and intonation in
communicative English.

In percentage, about 7% of the students and
10% of the professionals can apply them correctly.
Therefore, the author corrected their mistakes in using
the stress, spelling and pronunciation, and intonation.

7. METHODS

This research uses analysis study in which the
case study is conducted for the whole experiment. This
means the researcher makes an interpretation of the data.
This includes developing a description of an individual
or setting, analyzing data for themes or categories, and
finally making an interpretation or drawing conclusions
about the meaning personally and theoretically.

8. SUGGESTIONS
It is needed to raise their voice only slightly, and
emphasize words precisely. Correct pronunciation is a
basis for efficient communication in English. The
learners should check stress on words with more than
two syllables in dictionaries before they use them
because stress is different according to their syllables.
During a conversation, learners should listen for
stressed content words in order to understand the
meaning of the whole sentence. Likewise, they should
practice stressing content words in their speech so that
other people will understand them.

Pronouncing words with the stress on the correct
syllables will help speakers improve their spoken
English, make their sentences easier to understand and
help speakers more like native speakers.

9. CONCLUSIONS

This study highlights some noticeable factors in
communicative English for non-native speakers who use
stress, spellings, pronunciations, and sentence
intonations wrongly. Stress draws attention to different
parts of the speakers’ message. It involves putting more
emphasis on a word or sentence to draw attention. It
makes sure the audience drawn the main idea of the
speakers’ speech. Stress draws attention to different parts
of their message. Intonation creates a climactic moment
within their talk. Correct spelling and pronunciation,
stress and intonation are bases for efficient
communication in English.

Not only students but also professionals should
learn and practice carefully before they use stress,
spelling and pronunciation, and intonation in their
speaking to improve their communicative English.
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