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Language



The Concept of Speech Function in the Articles in the Reader's Digest

Aye Lae Maw
Lecturer, Department of English, Pakokku University
ayelaemawmaw@gmail.com

ABSTRACT: Speech function is the speaker’s or the writer’s role in a communicative exchange. This research aims
at describing the concept of speech function in the articles in Reader’s Digest. The objectives are (1) to find out the
speech function, (2) to explore the mood system and (3) to trace the relationship of speech function and mood system.
The articles in Reader’s Digest “5 Easy Memory Tricks” (February, 2020 issue) and “Wake up Your Brain” (April,
2020 issue) are used as data. The data are analyzed according to Halliday’s (1994) speech function theory and Daniel
Kies’s (2016) mood system theory. Four types of speech function are Statement, Question, Offer and Command. The
findings show that ‘Statement’ is the most frequent speech function. Moreover, mood system varies according to the
different speech function used by the writers. Therefore, speech function in relation to mood system conveys the writer or

speaker’s wants through the meaning of language.

Keywords: speech function; statement; command; offer; question

1. INTRODUCTION

Language is an important device for human
beings in the world. Language is in human life and
attributes to one another in everyday interaction. People
communicate each other effectively by using language to
express information, ideas, beliefs, emotions, desires,
attitude and intentions. Valence and McWilliam (in
Dimmick, 1996:21) state that communication is the
foundation of all interpersonal relationships: through
communication, we reach some understanding of each
other, learn to like, influence and trust each other, start
and end relationship and learn about ourselves and how
others see us. The way people communicate really
influences their relationships with others.

According to Halliday (1994:69) there are four
types Of Speech Functions: Statement, Question, Offer
and Command. Daniel Kies states that mood system is
divided into four subcategories. They are Indicative,
Interrogative, Imperative and Subjunctive.

Communication will not run well without any
media. In this research, the selected articles of the genius
section in Reader’ digest “5 Easy Memory Tricks” and
“Wake up Your Brain” are used as the source of data. The
purpose of this research is to study the concept of speech
function used in articles in genius section from Reader’s
digest proposed by Halliday (1994) and Daniel Kies
(2016). The genius section in Reader’s digest is one of
interesting articles in magazine. The article”> Easy
Memory Tricks” in genius section is about lesser - known
habits. The article “Wake up Your Brain” is about some
fresh ideas for keeping life. This study is aimed at finding
not only the dominant type of speech function but also
mood system used in articles in genius section from
Reader’s digest and to discuss the relationship of speech
functions and mood systems through the meaning of
language. This research shows speech function in relation
to mood system.

Analyzing the articles can reveal much more
about grammatical feature of text, the use of speech
functions and mood systems.

Aim and Objectives of the research

The aim of the research is to analyze the ways in
which how the writers contribute their ideas and
information through the use of speech functions and the
mood systems used in articles in genius section from
Reader’s Digest.

The objectives of the research are

1. To find out the speech functions used in selected
articles in genius section from Reader’s digest.

2. To explore the mood system in the articles and
to explain the meaning of language.

3. To trace the relationship of the speech functions
and the mood systems.

2. LITERATURE REVIEW

As the social creatures and human beings,
people need a tool called language to make interaction
and communication with other people. Language is a
system that consists of the development, acquisition,
maintenance, and use of complex systems of
communication, particularly the human ability to do
something (http://wnw.wikipedia,org/wiki/language).
People use language as a means of communication.
Linguistic is a scientific study of language. It involves an
analysis of language form, language meaning, and
language in context, as well as that of social, cultural,
historical and political factors that influence language
(Wikipedia. What is linguistic).

2.1. Theoretical Background

In every life, people need to communicate, to
express their feelings and thoughts, to make other do
things etc. Language is used for communication and
social interaction. Functional grammar focuses on the
way language is put together so that meaning is
communicated for particular purposes, and looks at a
language as a system of meaning, while traditional
grammar is concerned with the ways words are organized
within sentences and looks at a language as a set of rules.
The interpersonal function refers to the grammatical
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choices that enable speakers to enact their complex and
diverse interpersonal relation.

According to Halliday (1994), there are the four
speech functions: Statement, Question, Offer and
Command. According to Daniel Kies (2016) the mood
system is divided into four subcategories. They are
indicative, interrogative, imperative and subjunctive.

In this section, speech function theory of
Halliday (1994) and Mood System theory of Daniel Kies
(2016) will be covered.

2.2. Speech Function

Speech function is a way of someone delivers
ideas in communication to make listeners understand the
ideas well. There are four types of speech function,
namely Statement, Question, Offer and Command.
Statement is a way of giving information that can be
either positive or negative. Statements are used to provide
information, make remarks, assertions and so on.
Question is a way of demanding information in the form
of interrogative statement. Questions are used to enquire
about something to request information or to probe. Offer
is an expression of willingness to give or to do
something. Offer does not have an unmarked
representation of mood. Command is a way to receive
some information, goods or service by forcing the listener
to give them.

2.3. Mood System

Mood system is the system of grammar that
related to the interpersonal meta function of language. In
semantics interaction, how the language is used to
interact with others and to negotiate relationship and to
express opinions and attitudes will be looked at clause.
The mood system is divided into four subcategories. They
are Indicative, Interrogative, Imperative and Subjunctive.
The Indicative Mood indicates, that is, it conveys to the
listener or reader that the speaker or writer is asking a
statement, referring to the real world in an honest, direct,
relevant way. The majority of our expressions are
indicative in mood. The Interrogative Mood signals the
speakers’ desire for information, that they are asking a
question, that they are ‘interrogating’ the listeners. The
Imperative Mood expresses the speakers’ sense of a
command, request, or exhortation — an imperative. The
Subjunctive Mood expresses the speakers’ sense of the
unlikely, a wish, a prayer, a hope. The subjunctive
describes the state of affairs as speakers wish or hope
them to be.

2.4. A brief account of the Reader’s Digest

Reader’s Digest is an American general-interest
family magazine, published ten times a year. It was
founded by William Roy De Witt Wallace (1889-1981), a
salesman and his wife, Lila Bell Wallace (1889-1984),
who established the “Reader’s Digest Association” in the
New York City suburb of Pleasntvill, where it is now
headquartered in Midtown Manhattan. In February 1922,
the first issue of Reader’s Digest appeared and was not all
that outstanding; 64 pages of print (no illustrations or

advertisements) with a cover of the same white paper
stock. For many years, Reader’s Digest was the best
selling consumer magazine in United States. The office
of Reader’s Digest was in Manhattan and the first staff
consisted of publisher Wallian and his wife. Wallace had
the idea to gather a sampling of favorite articles on many
subjects from various monthly magazines, sometimes
condensing and rewriting them, and to combine them into
one magazine. Wallace’s assessment of what the potential
mass-market audience wanted to read led to rapid growth.
The magazine’s format for several decades consisted of
30 articles per issue (one per day), together with short,
humorous stories contributed by readers in such
departments as “Life in These United States”, “Laughter
is The Best Medicine”, and “humor in Uniform”. Articles
often denounced the evils of communism and criticized
groups; such as, the National Council of churches for
being too liberal, even radical during the Cold War
(1945;89). Over the year, Reader’s Digest published
serious yet simplified articles about important medical
and social issues like venereal disease, cancer, the danger
of cigarettes, and unsafe driving. The mission of the
Reader’s Digest foundation is to enable institutions to
expand learning and enrichment opportunities for all
people. It does this by supporting and sharing effective
ideas and practices. (www.nytines.com>collegespecieal3)

3. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

In this research, the articles in the genius section
form the Reader’s Digest, “5 Easy Memory Tricks” and
“Wake Up Your Brain” are used as the sources of data.
They are chosen because they contain a variety of speech
function and then much more about grammatical feature
of the text, the use of speech functions and mood systems
can be studied. According to Halliday (1994), the speech
function in the articles in Reader’s Digest is analyzed into
four categories of speech function: Statement, Question,
Offer and Command.

In the next step, the data are classified by using
mood system theory of Daniel Kies (2016). They are
Indicative, Interrogative, Imperative and Subjunctive.

3.1. Data collection

To collect the data, the articles in Reader’s
Digest “5 Easy Memory Tricks” (February 2020 Issue)
and “Wake up Your Brain” (April 2020 Issue) are
explored by using Halliday’s Speech Function (1994) and
Daniel Kies’s Mood System (2016) theories.

Table 1. Speech Function found in article
“S5 Easy memory tricks”
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No Fsueliet(i:gn Frequency Percentage
1 | Statement 25 89.29%
2 | Command 2 7.14%
3 | Offer - -
4 Question 1 3.57%
Total 28 100%
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In analyzing the data, four types speech function
and four subcategories of mood system are studied and
identified. Table (1) shows four types of speech function
in the article “5 Easy Memory Tricks”. They are
statement, command, offer and question. Statement of
speech function is mostly used. Offer is not found.

Table 2. Speech Function found in article

“Wake up Your Brain”

No Fi%ii?gn Frequency Percentage
1 Statement 37 75.51%
2 Command 10 20.41%
3 Offer - -
4 Question 2 4.08%
Total 49 100%

“Wake Up Your Brain”. Mood system of Indicative is
mostly used. In this analysis of articles, the total numbers
and percentages of Speech functions and Mood System
are shown in the following tables.

Table 5. Analysis of Speech Function in the articles
“S Easy Memory Tricks” & “Wake Up Your Brain”

+= ©
@ 5 S = S
(=} = S £ o 2
< L 2 £ o <
<83 5
5Easy
1 | Memory 2%(3%'2 2(;')1 4 - 1(3.57%)
Tricks 0 °
Wake Up
37(75.5 | 10(20. i 0
2 Yoqr 106) 41%) 2(4.08%)
Brain

Table (2) shows four types of speech function in
the article “Wake up Your Brain”. Speech Function of

Table 6. Analysis of Mood System in the articles, “5
Easy Memory Tricks” and “Wake Up Your Brain”

statement, command and question are found. Statement is
used most frequently. Speech function of offer is not o 2 © L
found. @ > = 2 =
No = S S < S
Table 3. Mood System found in the article < 5 g 8 %
“5 Easy Memory Tricks” = £ E 7
No Mood System | Frequency | Percentage £ E
1 Indicative 20 71.43% Ry eamsg/ry 20(71 | 2(7.1 | 2(7.1 | 4(14.
2 Interrogative 7.14% Tricks 43%) | 4%) 4%) 29%)
3 Imperative 7.14% 5 Wake up 26(53 | 4(8.1 | 10(20 | 9(18.
Total 28 100%
° 4. FINDING AND DISCUSSION

Table 4. Mood System found in the article

“Wake Up Your Brain”
No Mood System | Frequency | Percentage
1 Indicative 26 53.06%
2 Interrogative 4 8.16%
3 Imperative 10 20.41%
4 Subjunctive 9 18.37%
Total 49 100%

Table (3) & (4) show four subcategories of
Mood System in the articles in Reader’s Digest “5 Easy
Memory Tricks” and “Wake Up Your Brain”. They are
Indicative, Interrogative, Imperative and Subjunctive.
Mood System of Indicative is used most frequently.

3.2. Data Analysis

Data obtained were analyzed based on the
theories of Halliday (1994) and Daniel Kies (2016). It is
discovered that three types of speech functions:
Statement, Command and Question are used in both
articles “5 Easy Memory Tricks” and “Wake Up Your
Brain”. Speech function of statement is used most
frequently. Four subcategories of mood system:
Indicative, Interrogative, Imperative and Subjunctive are
found in both articles “5 Easy Memory Tricks” and
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A magazine provides a lot of information and
entertainment. The writers use speech function as the
medium exchanging experiences in order to fulfill their
needs. In this research, the concept of speech function in
the articles in genius section from Reader’s Digest,
February & April 2020 issue “5 Easy Memory Tricks”
and “Wake up Your Brain” are explored by using theories
of Halliday (1994) and Daniel Kies (2016). The article “5
Easy Memory Tricks” is written by Andrea Au Levitt.
The author tells about lesser known habits “sit tall,
exercise-once, limit TV, doodle, walk backwards”. The
article “Wake up Your Brain” is written by Juli Fraga. It
is about some fresh ideas for keeping life, “while you’re
working, with your partner, when you’re eating, during
your commute”.

Analyzing the speech function, three types of
speech function: statement (89.29%), Command (7.14%)
and Question (3.57%) are found in the article “5 Easy
Memory Tricks”. Offer is not used. The most prominent
speech function is Statement. In the article, “Wake up
Your Brain”, three speech function are found. They are
Statement (75.51%), Command (20.41%) and Question
(4.08%). The prominent speech function is Statement.
Offer is not used. Also, Mood system is found out by
using theory of Kies (2016). All mood system is found in
the articles, “5 Easy Memory Tricks” and “Wake up Your
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Brain”. They are Indicative, Interrogative, Imperative and
Subjunctive. In the article “5 Easy Memory Tricks”, the
mood system of Indicative (71.43%), Interrogative
(7.14%), Imperative (7.14%) and Subjunctive (14.28%)
are used. And mood of Indicative (53.06%), Interrogative
(8.16%), Imperative (20.13%) and Subjunctive (18.37%)
are found in the article “Wake up Your brain”.

Speech function of Statement is most frequently
used in both articles. Statement is a way of giving
information. In the article,”5 Easy Memory Tricks”, the
author uses the statement sentences to give information
about lesser - known habits. For examples, Erect posture
apparently improves memory because it boosts blood and
oxygen flow to brain. People remembered the faces better
after the intense exercises. Watching violent
programming elevates stress hormones, which impairs
memory. Sketching can help adults of any age keep their
memory as sharp as a university student’s. Backward
motion helped people remember the information better
than sitting still and in most instances, better than forward
motion. And also statement sentences are used in the
article “Wake up Your Memory”, such as Spending too
much time in the same environment can keep us from
achieving ‘flow’-being immersed in an activity with full
energy and enjoyment. Being curious about others can
make us more engaging to be around, too. Eating foods in
unconventional ways can respark the excitement we feel
when something is brand new. Sample observing one’s
surrounding may seem boring, but done mindfully, it can
become interesting and even potentially profound.

Indicative is the most frequent mood system in
both articles. Mood system is a part of systematic
functional grammar. Mood indicates the interpersonal
meaning of the text. The mood system at a clause encodes
the speaker’s or writer’s attitude and command as well as
the relationship between the participants in an interaction.
Indicative mood indicates, that is the speaker or writer is
making a factual statement. In the mood system the
grammatical mood of the ‘verb’ marks some sort of
action, as a statement of fact. For example, Humans are
remarkable good at growing accustomed to changing in
our lives, both positive and negative. Boredom isn’t a
character flaw. ‘Only boring people get bored’ is a
popular belief. Finding things can make every day
experiences feel exciting. Being caught in the glow of
happiness or the web of sadness can make us distracted or
forgetful.

In this study, the speech function in relation to
the mood system can be analyzed. In both articles, the
most prominent speech function is statement and
indicative is the most frequent mood system. Speech
function of Statement is used to provide information,
make remarks, assertion and so on. A sentence with an
indicative mood expresses a factual statement from the
perspective of the speaker or writer. As a result, the
speech function of statement in relation to indicative
mood system is that the writer uses a direct method to
communicate with each other and the speaker or writer is
more powerful than the listener or reader. Mood system
of indicative is the most direct way to convey the writer’s

or speaker’s wants through the meaning of language. This
research is concerning with the relationship of speech
function and the mood system.

5. CONCLUSION

This paper explored the relationship of speech
functions and the mood systems through the use of the
two selected articles in genius section from the magazine
“Reader’s Digest (Feb, April, 2020)”. In the analysis of
the speech functions, Statement was found mostly in
relation with the description of the ideas and information
concerning the articles. It was also found that the
indicative mood system was prominent among the mood
types. Through the relationship of speech functions and
the mood system is the distinct findings projects that the
writers can convey their ideas in the relevant and direct
ways, reflecting the respective information. Speech
function of Statement is mostly used as a way of giving
information. Statement sentences are used by the writers
to give information, make remarks, assertions and so on.
Mood indicates the interpersonal meaning of the text. The
indicative mood system is used in the articles. Mood
system of indicative is the most direct way to convey the
writer’s or speaker’s wants through the meaning of
language. The sentence with an indicative mood
expresses a factual statement or detail that we perceive to
be correct. Analyzing the relationship of speech function
and mood system can reveal much more about
grammatical feature of composition and the readers will
understand the coherence of the literary piece of work.
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ABSTRACT: This research studies the use of grammatical parallel structure in inaugural addresses by George W.
Bush. This research aims to explore the grammatical parallel structure found in the inaugural addresses by George W.
Bush. The objectives of the research are to identify the grammatical parallel structures and to find out their effects. The
working definition of the parallel structure cited on http://writingcenter.unlv.edu. is used to explore them. Syntax of the
inaugural addresses is analyzed at the word level, the phrase level and the clause level. Then, words are analyzed in
terms of noun, verb, adjective and adverb. To achieve the objective one, the grammatical parallel structures are
identified. It was found that the phrase level parallel structure was the most frequently used one in the first address
whereas the word level was the most frequently used in the second. To gain the objective two, the effect of the
grammatical parallel structures was found out. It was found that good parallel structure improves the clarity of speech

and writing and it can bring power and persuasiveness to speech and writing.
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1. INTRODUCTION

This research intends to investigate the use of
grammatical parallel structure in political speeches. Most
of the politicians, the writers and the poets make use of
parallel structures in their language to have some effects
on it. M. I. Mehawesh (2013) cited in R. T. Al-Ameedi
and R. N. Mukhef (2017) states that parallelism expresses
several ideas in a series of similar structures. Wattkins
and William (1996:14) cited in R. T. Al-Ameedi and R.
N. Mukhef (2017) define parallelism as the balance of
two or more elements in a sentence. When politicians
want to reach their aims, they use parallelism. Cook
(1995:29) cited in R. T. Al-Ameedi and R. N. Mukhef
(2017) defines that parallelism is a device which
expresses several ideas in a series of similar structures.
Wattkins and William (ibid, 1996) parallelism works on
different levels: syntactic level, semantic level,
phonological level. There are three categories in
structural (syntactic) parallelism. According to Wattkins
and William (1996) cited in R. T. Al-Ameedi and R. N.
Mukhef (2017), by means of the use of parallelism at the
word level, at the phrase level, and at the clause level,
parallelism serves as rhetorical and stylistic device.
Preminger and Brogan (1993: 877) cited in R. T. Al-
Ameedi and R. N. Mukhef (2017) said that the rhetorical
function of parallelism is to strengthen, empower,
emphasize, persuade and have a big impact on recipients.
They said that the connection between parallelism and
political speeches lies in the fact that politicians rely on
linguistic repertoire in order to obtain and achieve their
objectives and aims, one of these linguistic configurations
is parallelism. Meyers and Simms (1985:223), cited in R.
T. Al-Ameedi and R. N. Mukhef (2017), state that
parallelism refers to matching grammatical structures in
sentences. Elements in a sentence that have the same
function or express similar ideas should be grammatically
parallel, or grammatically matched.

Parallelism is used effectively as a rhetorical
device throughout literature and in speeches, advertising
copy, and popular songs. Parallel structure is a syntax: a
way of ordering language. Syntactic parallelism is a
parallelism in sentence structure. It is a parallelism in
form, and is a parallelism between two sections of text
that have the same syntactic components.

(source) http://writingcenter.unlv.edu

The working definition of the parallel structure
cited on http://writingcenter.unlv.edu. is used to explore
the grammatical parallel structures found in the inaugural
addresses by George W. Bush.

Chanteris — Black, 2005 cited in K. Lena (2009)
said that parallel structure is an ordering of syntax of a
language and the purpose of using the parallel structure is
to demonstrate that two or more ideas have the same
importance and to please the reader / listener’s ear and
eye with repetition and balance.

Syntax of the inaugural addresses is analyzed at
the word level, the phrase level and the clause level. The
focus is on the grammatical parallel structures in the
inaugural addresses by George W. Bush. This research
aims to explore the grammatical parallel structure found
in the inaugural addresses by George W. Bush. The
objectives of the research are to identify the grammatical
parallel structures found in the inaugural addresses by
George W. Bush and to find out the effect of the
grammatical parallel structures on the addresses. It deals
with the rhetorical style of the political addresses.

2. LITERATURE REVIEW

In the literature review, the working definitions
of parallel structures retrieved from http://writingcenter.
unlv.edu. are presented. A biography of George W. Bush,
summaries of his inaugural addresses and previous
researches are described.

Van Dijk (2002: 225), cited in R. T. Al-Ameedi

Journal of Information Technology and Education Science 2020, VVol-02 143


mailto:theingi25kyaw@gmail.com
mailto:waiwaiphyo361975@gmail.com
http://writingcenter/

and R. N. Mukhef (2017) states that political discourse is
not primarily defined by topic or style, but rather by who
speaks to whom, as what, on what occasion and with
what goals. According to Cook (1989:15) cited in R. T.
Al-Ameedi and R. N. Mukhef (2017), parallelism is "a
device which suggests a connection ", simply because the
form of one sentence or clause repeats the form of
another. Cook (1995:29) cited in R. T. Al-Ameedi and R.
N. Mukhef (2017) adds that parallelism is a device
frequently used in literary and related discourse, in which
the repetition of forms suggests a connection to the reader
through the principle of isomorphism in which the
similarity of forms indicates the similarity of meaning.
Cook (1995:29) (ibid) refers parallelism as the fact that
co-ordinate ideas. Several elements of equal importance
should be expressed within a sentence. If one element is
cast in a relative clause, the other should be expressed in
relative clauses. Thrall and Hibbard (1960:339) cited in
R. T. Al-Ameedi and R. N. Mukhef (2017) said that the
principle of parallelism demands that unequal elements
should be expressed in similar constructions.

2.1. Biography of George W. Bush

George W. Bush who was the 41st president of
the United States from 1989 to 1993 was born on July 6,
1946, in New Haven, Connecticut, and grew up in
Midland and Houston, Texas. He specialized in history
and got a bachelor’s degree from Yale University in
1968. After receiving a Master of Business
Administration from Harvard in 1975, Bush returned to
Midland. In 1977, he got married to Laura Welch, a
former teacher and librarian. They have lovely twin
daughters, Barbara and Jenna. President Bush is the 43rd
President of the United States. Bush took the oath of
office on January 20, 2001. He was re-elected on
November 2, 2004, and sworn into the office for his
second term on January 20, 2005. Bush was the first
Republican president to enjoy a majority in both houses
of Congress. Bush led his country’s response to the
terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001 and initiated the
Irag War in 2003. He also declared a war on Terror and
laid down new domestic and foreign policies in an effort
to prevent future terrorist attacks. In the 2004 presidential
race, Bush defeated Democratic Senator John Kerry in
the election. Bush finished his second term of president in
2009 and returned to Texas.

2.2. Theoretical Background

The working definition of the parallel structure
cited on http://writingcenter.unlv.edu. is described. It is
described on (http://writingcenter.unlv.edu.) that parallel
structure is using the same pattern of words to show that
two or more ideas have the same level of importance.
This can happen at the word, phrase, or clause level.

e.g. (1) Mary likes hiking, swimming, and bicycling. (or)
e.g. (2) Mary likes to hike, to swim, and to ride a bicycle.
(Source: http://writingcenter.unlv.edu.)

Parallelism

It was stated on http://writingcenter.unlv.edu.
when two items are used in parallel, they share similar
components. rases and clauses that have the same
grammatical structure can be said to be parallel. If single
words are written in a list, the list should be kept as single
words. Parallelism is the use of similar patterns of words
(or grammatical forms) to express similar or related ideas
or ideas of equal importance. Using parallel structures
creates rhythm and balance and enables the writer to
present ideas clearly, concisely, and smoothing. (Source:
http://writingcenter.unlv.edu.)

Montagoemy et al. (2008: 220) cited in R. T. Al-
Ameedi and R. N. Mukhef (2017) said that parallelism
can be found in a series or list. In a series or list, all of the
items should keep the same grammatical form.

e.g. (3) Wizards tend to have the same personality traits:
craftiness, resourcefulness, rebelliousness, and
determination. (Source: http://writingcenter.unlv.edu.)

According to Mc Guigan (2007:106) cited in R.

T. Al-Ameedi and R. N. Mukhef (2017), parallelism
refers to matching grammatical structures in sentences.
Parallelism is used effectively as a rhetorical device
throughout literature and in speeches, advertising copy,
and popular songs. It is art of effective or persuasive
speaking or writing, especially the use of figures of
speech and other compositional techniques. Parallel
structure is the repetition of a chosen grammatical form
within a sentence. By making each compared item or idea
in a sentence follow the same grammatical pattern, a
parallel construction can be created.
e.g. (4) In Florida, where the threat of hurricanes is an
annual event, we learned that itis important (1) to
become aware of the warning signs, (2) to know what
precautionsto  take, (3) to decide when to seek shelter.
(Source: http://writingcenter.unlv.edu.)

Parallel structure is an ordering syntax of
language and has two main persuasive (rhetorical)
purposes: to demonstrate that two or more ideas have the
same importance and to please the reader / listener's ear
and eye with repetition and balance.

(Source: http://writingcenter.unlv.edu.)

e.g (5 Betty has intelligence, honesty, and humour.
(Source: http://writingcenter.unlv.edu.)

e.g (6) Good writing requires you to plan outlines,
write several drafts, and revise your work. (Source:
http://writingcenter.unlv.edu.)

e.g. (7) Today, we affirm a new commitment to live
out our nation’s promise through civility, courage,
compassion and character.

This example states that parallel structure at word level
(civility, courage, compassion and character). The nouns
found in the sentence are parallel with each other.
(Source: http://writingcenter.unlv.edu.)

e.g. (8) Our goal instead is to help others find their
own voice, attain their own freedom, and make their own
way.
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In the above sentence, parallel structure can be found at
verb phrase level. (Source: http://writingcenter.unlv.edu.)
e.g. (9) Across the generations we have proclaimed the
imperative of self-government, because no one is fit to be
a master, and no one deserves to be a slave.

(Source: http://writingcenter.unlv.edu.)

2.3. Related Researches

A lot of studies which looked at the various
addresses have been carried out on political discourse.

The research entitled "A Stylistic Study of
Parallelism in the Presidential Speeches of Presidents
Barrack Obama and Goodluck Jonathan™ was carried out
by B. Sarah in 2011. The aim of the study is to investigate
their use of parallelism as a stylistic device in their
political discourse. The objectives are to provide an
account of the vital roles of parallelism and its effect in
political discourse, illustrate the ways in which
parallelism contributes to meaning in political discourse,
establish parallelism as one of the effective stylistic
devices that characterize Barack Obama and Goodluck
Jonathan‘s style and account for the similarities as well as
the differences between Barack Obama and Goodluck
Jonathan‘s use of parallelism. The data for analysis in this
study is American President Barack Obama' s second
tenure presidential speech as well as Nigerian President
Goodluck Ebele Jonathan’s Presidential speech, both
speeches were written and read in English language. The
framework used for this study is the Crystal and Davy's
(1969) general levels of Stylistic Analysis. In order to
achieve the objectives of the study, the language of the
presidents' speeches is analyzed stylistically. The analysis
detects the different patterns of parallelism on different
linguistic levels. Thus, all forms of parallelism in the
presidential speeches are going to be identified and
discussed on the four linguistic levels, phonological,
lexical, syntactic and semantic. The analysis of Barack
Obama's Presidential Address suggests that the speech
was made by a skillful orator. The researcher finds that
repetition plays a significant role in creating a
foregrounding effect. Goodluck Jonathan’s speech
motivates his audience in making democracy work in the
country.

The research entitled "Aspects of Political
Language and Parallelism" was conducted by R. T. Al-
Ameedi and R. N. Mukhef in 2017. This research aims to
explain the use of parallelism in political speeches. T.
Blair and G. Brown's speeches were analysed by using
the concepts of parallelism propounded Chanteris —
Black, 2005. Parallelism was investigated on different
levels: syntactic level, semantic level, phonological level.
There are three categories in structural (syntactic)
parallelism at word level, phrase level, and clause level.
There is a connection between parallelism and political
speeches because politicians rely on linguistic repertoire
in order to obtain and achieve their objectives and aims. It
was found that parallelism can function as a cohesive

device through cohesive repetition since it is considered
as a partial repetition. If politicians do not use
parallelism, their speech will not be attractive and
confusing. It is the best way to make connection between
ideas and claims.

2.4. Summaries of the Inaugural Addresses
2.4.1. Summary of the First Address

U.S. President George W. Bush delivered his
first inaugural address on Saturday, January 20, 2001 in
front of the Capitol. He wants to build a single nation of
justice and opportunity. America’ faith in freedom and
democracy was a rock in a ranging sea. He hopes that
Americans will meet aggression and bad faith with
resolve and strength. America is a place where personal
personality responsibility is valued and expected. Bush
often speaks of terrorism, a very real and very active
threat, at all times. He frequently notes the activities of
terrorists around the globe. His purposes are to make his
country more just, generous and to affirm the dignity of
their lives and every live. The general message of his
speech is that everyone in America is equal. It is also
about America’s principles, including but not limited to
civility, courage, compassion and character. Bush tries to
express that they are still the same America, with the
same values.

2.4.2. Summary of the Second Address

George W. Bush delivered a presidential
inaugural speech on January 20, 2005. Bush mainly
focused on the importance of promoting democracy
throughout the world, especially in Iraq and Afghanistan,
because he thought that the survival of liberty in America
depends on the success of liberty in foreign lands. To
achieve the goal of democracy, freedom must be chosen,
and defended by citizens and sustained by the rule of law.
Bush’s goal is to help others find their own voice, attain
their own freedom, make their own way. He declared that
his main duty is to protect the nation and its people
against further attacks and emerging threats. He
announced that there is no freedom, and there can be no
human rights without human liberty. The President tried
to identify how human rights would never be upheld
without liberty. He asked the leaders of governments to
start on the journey of progress and justice together with
America. The government will give their fellow
Americans greater freedom from want and fear, and make
their society more prosperous, just and equal. For
Americans, ideals of justice and conduct will be the same
yesterday, today, and forever. Therefore, the president’s
speech was directed at focusing on freedom, liberty and
the ideals he believes.
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3. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This research aims to explore the grammatical
parallel structure found in the inaugural addresses by
George W. Bush. The working definition of the parallel
structure cited on http://writingcenter.unlv.edu. is used to
explore the grammatical parallel structures found in the
inaugural addresses by George W. Bush.

Syntax of the inaugural addresses is analyzed at
the word level, the phrase level and the clause level. The
phrases are categorized in terms of noun phrase, verb
phrase, adjective phrase, prepositional phrase, adverb
phrase and the infinitival phrase. The clauses are
categorized in terms of N + VP, NP + VP, N+ Conj+ NP,
Conj + N + VP, relative clause and RP + N + VP. Then,
words are analyzed in terms of noun, verb, adjective and
adverb. The focus is on the grammatical parallel
structures in the inaugural addresses by George W. Bush.
Nouns, verbs and adjective found in the grammatical
parallel structure are also categorized according to
http://eslgrammar.org to make a good connection
between ideas and information.

3.1. Data Analysis and Data Interpretation

The sentence structure of the inaugural addresses
is analyzed at the word level, the phrase level and the
clause level.

In analyzing the word level parallel structure, the
use of noun was found 12 times, that of verb was found 3
times, that of adjective was found 5 times and the
instance of adjective was not found in the first address. In
analyzing the word level parallel structure, the use of
noun was found 20 times, that of verb was found 4 times,
that of adjective was found 3 times and that of adjective
was found one time in the second address.

In analyzing the phrase level parallel structure,
the noun phrase was found 13 times, that of verb phrase
was found 3 times, that of adjective phrase was found 2
times, and the prepositional phrase was found 10 times,
the adverb phrase was found 2 times and the infinitival
phrase was found 2 times in the first address. In analyzing
the phrase level parallel structure, the noun phrase was
found 16 times, that of verb phrase was found 3 times,
that of adjective phrase was found 4 times, and the
prepositional phrase was found 3 times, the infinitival
phrase was found one time and the adverb phrase was not
found in the second address.

In analyzing the clause level parallel structure,
N+VP was found 4 times, Conj +N+ VP was found one
time, the relative clause was found one time and the
instances of other types of clause level parallel structure
were not found in the first address. In analyzing the
clause level parallel structure, N+VP was found 6 times,
NP + VP was found 2 times and the other types of clause
level parallel structure were found one time in the second
address.

Table 1. Frequency of Noun, Verb and Adjective in
the Grammatical Parallel Structure

Word Frequency

Form Type 1st 2nd
Proper 5 5

Common 40 34

Noun Abstract 79 105
Collective 2 2

Total 126 146

Action 26 27
Dynamic 6 7

Verb Stative 9 10
Linking 1 7

Total 42 51

Quality 33 37
Quantity 2 2

- Number 3 4
Adjective Demonstrative 2 3
Interrogative 0 0

Total 40 46

All the words in the first and the second
addresses are categorized in terms of noun, verb,
adjective to find out what the speaker wants to do in the
future.

The nouns are categorized in terms of proper
noun, common noun, abstract noun and collective noun to
highlight the message of the addresses. In the two
addresses, the abstract noun was the most frequently
found type and the common noun was the more
frequently found type.

The verbs are categorized in terms of action
verb, dynamic verb, static verb and linking verb to find
out what the speaker wants to do in the future. In the two
addresses, the use of the action verb was found the most
and the use of the stative verb was more frequently found.

The adjectives are categorized in terms of
quality, quantity, number,  demonstrative  and
interrogative. The use of adjective of quality was found
the most to modify the noun. The instance of the
interrogative adjective was not found in the two
addresses.

3.2. Data Interpretation

The grammatical parallel structure in the two
inaugural addresses by George W. Bush was analyzed.
Table 2 shows the grammatical parallel structure found in
the two inaugural addresses.
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Table 2. Grammatical Parallel Structure in Inaugural
Addresses by George W. Bush

Address Word | Phrase | Clause
Level Level Level
st 20 33 6
2nd 28 27 14
Total 48 60 20

According to table 2, the word level parallel
structure was found 20 times in the first address whereas
it was found 28 times in the second address. The phrase
level parallel structure was found 33 times in the first
address whereas it was found 27 times in the second
address. The clause level parallel structure was found 6
times in the first address whereas it was found 14 times in
the second address.

Grammatical Parallel Structure Found in
Inaugural Addresses by George W. Bush

33
28 27
20
6
Word Level Phrase Level Clause Level
First Address Second Address

Figure 1. Grammatical Parallel Structure in
Inaugural Addresses by George W. Bush

It was found that the phrase level parallel
structure was the most dominant in the first address
whereas the word level parallel structure was the most
dominant in the second address.

4. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

This research aims to explore the grammatical
parallel structure found in the inaugural addresses by
George W. Bush. The two inaugural addresses delivered
by the U.S. President George W. Bush were analyzed in
terms of the grammatical parallel structure.

It was found that the phrase level parallel
structure was the most frequently used in the first address
whereas the word level parallel structure was mostly used
in the second address though the frequency of the phrase
level parallel structure was not significantly less. It seems
that the speaker is likely to use the phrase level parallel
structure in his addresses to put emphasis on his
intentions, to make his speech easier to understand and to
catch the full attention of the listeners.

The clause level parallel structure was found
with the least frequency. It is likely that the speaker wants
to avoid the confusion of the message of his addresses.

In analyzing the words used in the two
addresses, the abstract noun was mostly found among the
four types to express the speaker's ideas for the future
plan. Moreover, the use of the action verb was
significantly found to describe what the speaker wants to
do in the future for the United States of America. The
present research findings are similar to those of R. T. Al-
Ameedi and R. N. Mukhef conducted in 2017. They
stated that it is the best way to make connection between
ideas and claims.

5. CONCLUSIONS

To achieve the objective one, the grammatical
parallel structures found in the inaugural addresses by
George W. Bush were identified. It was found that the
phrase level parallel structure was used the most
frequently in the first address whereas the word level
parallel structure was the most frequently used in the
second address though the frequency of the phrase level
parallel structure was not significantly less.

To gain the objective two, the effect of the
grammatical parallel structures on the addresses was
found out. It can be seen that the use of the parallel
structure can convey two or more ideas with the same
importance and please the listener’s ear with repetition
and balance. It was found that by making each compared
item or idea in a sentence which follow the same
grammatical pattern, the speaker can create a parallel
construction to highlight his message and give emphasis
on it.

It is likely that the speaker makes use of the
abstract noun and the action verbs with the highest
frequency to describe his future actions and
achievements. By means of the use of the quality
adjectives, his focus is on the quality commitments and
achievements of his government. It appears that the use of
the grammatical parallel structure in political speeches
helps the speaker give emphasis, and clarity in the
speech.
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ABSTRACT: This study examined students' anxiety in learning reading passages and suggested how to reduce it
through the use of reciprocal teaching. 48 students of English specialization from Taungoo University including
undergraduate and postgraduate students were interviewed with phone calls for their feelings in learning reading
passages in language classes. The three-factor model of Elaine K. Horwitz, Michael B. Horwitz, Joann Cope (1986) that
contains three domains: communication apprehension, test anxiety and fear of negative evaluation is used to analyze the
anxiety of English Specialization Students from Taungoo University. The aim of this study is to reduce their anxiety
through the use of reciprocal teaching. The objectives of this research are to find out students' anxiety, to categorize their
feelings of anxiety and to make them use the strategies presented in reciprocal teaching to improve their reading skill in
language classrooms. The strategies presented in reciprocal teaching proposed by Brown and Palincsar (1984) are
suggested to make the students use during class discussions in learning reading passages. The reciprocal teaching has
four strategies: questioning, summarizing, clarifying and predicting. As a result, the strategies can help students reduce
their anxiety in learning passages and develop their reading skill. So, it is hoped that using the reciprocal teaching will
be of help to the students not only to reduce their anxiety in learning passages but also promote their reading skill in

language classrooms.

Keywords: Anxiety; Reciprocal teaching; Questioning, Summarizing; Clarifying; Predicting

1. INTRODUCTION

Reading comprehension is not just an important
skill for language learners but it is a critical life skill. It
can influence learners' success in academic field and in
social context. Therefore, teaching the students with good
reading strategies can help those struggling with reading
comprehension problems understand the reading passages
and answer the questions well. Affect in learning reading
passages involves various aspects of emotion, feeling,
and attitudes of students. These factors of students may
influence their learning processes, positively or
negatively.

Anxiety is one of the most negatively influential
feeling which prevents students from successfully
learning reading passages. It makes students nervous,
ashamed, and afraid which may lead to poor participation
and big concerns to learn any more. In order not to be so,
affective learning and teaching strategies are needed for
them in their academic terms. Although there are many
reading comprehension strategies, reciprocal teaching
strategy proposed by Palincsar and Brown (1984) is
suggested for the students to use in the language
classrooms. Because it is a reading comprehension
strategy meant to help students become more independent
during reading passages. Each step of the strategy is first
modelled by the teacher and later students take the roles
of questioner, clarifier, summarizer and predictor. In the
process of doing so the teacher does along with the
students until they are able to use it independently. So,
the feeling and anxiety of students is examined first and
to reduce their anxiety, reciprocal teaching strategy is
suggested for them rather than other strategies. Because it
is a reading comprehension strategy meant to help
students become more independent during reading
passages.

2. LITERATURE REVIEW

Researchers have found the factors that affect
the effectiveness of language learning and the growing
awareness experienced by many language educators on
the effect of language anxiety. Although every student
has both positive and negative feeling in learning reading
passages, negative feeling such as anxiety can prevent
their success in the language classes. Anxiety is a
complex affective concept associated with feelings of
uneasiness, frustration, self-doubt, apprehension, or
worry (Scovel 1987. p.134). Aida's (1994) study revealed
FLCAS is a four -factor model: speech anxiety and fear
of negative evaluation, fear of failing the Japanese class,
degree of comfort when speaking with native speakers of
Japanese and negative attitudes towards the Japanese
class.

In Rokiah Paee and Jecky Misieng's (2012)
Foreign Language Classroom Anxiety Scale: A
Comparison of Three Models, Howitz's three factor
model, Aida’s and Zhao's four factor model of the FLCAS
were revisited and compared to see which one has a better
fit for the Malaysian Japanese language learners.
According to Md. Nazim Mahmud (2015), "there are
some emotional factors in foreign language learning
which affect the learning abilities. These are mainly
thought to be intelligence, motivation, attitudes and
anxiety. In this present research, the performance
anxieties of some English specialization students from
Taungoo University are analyzed based on the model of
Elaine K. Horwitz, Michael B. Horwitz., Joann Cope
(1986) and the reciprocal teaching strategy proposed by
Palincsar and Brown (1984) is suggested to use to reduce
their anxiety in learning reading passages in the language
classrooms. The objectives of this research are to find out
students' anxiety and to categorize their feelings of
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anxiety and to make them use the strategies presented in
reciprocal teaching to improve their reading skill in
language classrooms. The reciprocal teaching has four
main strategies within it: 1) summarizing 2) question
generating 3) clarifying and 4) predicting.

1. Questioning:  questioning  involves  the
identification of information, themes, and ideas
that are central and important enough to warrant
further consideration.

2. Summarizing: Summarizing is the process of
identifying the important information, themes,
and ideas within a text and integrating these into
a clear and concise statement that communicates
the essential meaning of the text.

3. Clarifying: Clarifying involves the identification
of unclear, difficult, or unfamiliar aspects of a
text. These aspects may include awkward
sentence or passage structure, unfamiliar
vocabulary, unclear references, or obscure
concepts.

4. Predicting: predicting involves combining the
reader's prior knowledge, new knowledge from
the text, and the text's structure to create
hypothesis related to the direction of the text and
the author's intent in writing.

This strategy provides students with different
ways of understanding and fixing their lack of reading
comprehension that happens because of their anxiety in
the classrooms.

3. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The three -factor model of Elaine K. Horwitz,
Michael B. Horwitz, Joann Cope (1986) is used to
analyze the anxiety of English Specialization Students
from Taungoo University.

Table 1. The three-factor model by Elaine K. Horwitz,
Michael B. Horwitz, Joann Cope (1986)

Communication Test anxiety Fear of
apprehension negative
evaluation
Shyness characterized -fear of -fear of the
by fear of or anxiety experiencing continual
about communicating difficulties in evaluation
with people the test by the
teacher
*Difficulty in speaking | - fear of failure
-fear of the
-in dyads or groups - fear of evaluations
(oral communication making errors _real or
anxiety) in the test imagined —
of their
-in public (stage fright) peers
-in listening to or
learning a spoken
message (receiver
anxiety)

And to find out the anxiety of the students, some
English specialization students from Taungoo University
were interviewed with phone calls because they could not
be met in the class due to the Covid-19 pandemic. They
were asked how they feel in learning reading passages in
the language classrooms and what make them afraid to
learn reading passages successfully. They were asked to
tell only negative feelings in doing the reading activities.
Their negative feelings of anxiety are analyzed in
accordance with the three-factor model of Elaine K.
Horwitz, Michael B. Horwitz., Joann Cope (1986) and the
reciprocal teaching strategy proposed by Palincsar and
Brown (1984) is intended for them to use in teaching and
learning reading passages in the language classrooms.
Due to the feelings of anxiety, their lack of understanding
the passages increases more and more. So, finally, the
findings of students' anxiety and the effective teaching
strategy to reduce it are presented.

4. DATA ANALYSIS

In this section, the interview questions are
presented and the students' answers concerning with their
fear are analyzed in accordance with the three-factor
model of Elaine K. Horwitz, Michael B. Horwitz, Joann
Cope (1986): communication apprehension, test anxiety
and fear of negative evaluation. And reciprocal teaching
proposed by Palincsar and Brown (1984) is suggested to
make the students use in the classrooms.

4.1. Types Of Students’ Anxiety In Learning
Reading Passages

English specialization students in Myanmar have
to learn reading passages in language classrooms to
improve their reading skill. In order to do so, they have to
practice reading exercises. Before doing exercises, they
are asked to do some activities in the class such as
discussion with their partners and among themselves,
sharing their ideas to others in English and presenting the
things that they have found in the passages. But some of
the students don't do as they are asked by the teacher. So,
to find out their anxiety, they were asked to answer the
following questions;

"How do you feel in learning reading passages in the
language classrooms?

"What make you afraid to learn reading passages
successfully?"

"And tell me only negative feelings in doing reading
activities."

According to the interview answers, their types
of anxiety are categorized into three domains:
communication apprehension, test anxiety and fear of
negative evaluation.
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Table 2. Percentage of students who gave the answers

based on Communication Apprehension

Type of
Anxiety

Students'
interview
answers

Students who
gave the
answer

Percent
age of
students

Communicati
on
Apprehension

(Oral
communicati
on anxiety)

Ans. 1

S1, 2, 4, §,
23, 34, 35, 41,
42,44, 46

23%

Ans. 2

S15, 21, 22,
23, 24, 28, 33,
34, 41, 44, 45,
48

25%

Ans. 3

S12, 23, 28,
31, 32, 45, 46,
47

17%

Ans. 4

S2, 3, 4, 5,
12, 13, 23, 24,
S26, 34, 41
44, 46, 47

29%

Ans.4 | want to speak in English but I can't
speak it well.
Ans.5 | don't feel quite sure of myself when

I am speaking in English.
Ans.6 | am ashamed to present my ideas in
front of the class.
Ans.7 | have no confidence to speak in front of
the audience.
I am not used to speaking English with
my friends in front of my teacher and my
friends.
I am sorry for not being able to
understand the meaning of the words
spoken by my friends and my teacher.
Ans.10 | cannot understand what my friends
are explaining during discussions.
Ans.11 | am afraid that | cannot understand
what the teacher is talking about.

Ans.8

Ans.9

Table 3. Percentage of students who gave the answers

based on Test Anxiety

Communicati
on
Apprehension

(Stage fright)

Ans. 5

S1, 4, 5, 15,
17, 22, 34, 35,
36, 40, 41, 42,
46

27%

Type of
Anxiety

Percent
age of
students

Students who
gave the answer

Students'
interview
answers

ANs. 6

S1,5, 6, 7, 9,
12, 14, 16, 17,
18, 19, 22, 33,
44, 43, 48

33%

Ans. 7

S$1,3,4,5,6,7,9
,12,14,15,16,1
7,18,19,22,24,
26,32,33, 44,
43, 48

46%

Test
Anxiety

(Fear of

experiencin 48

g

difficulties
in the test)

Ans. 12 S7, 14, 16, 21, | 40%
22, 26, 31, 33,
35,36,37,40,41,4

2,44, 45, 46, 47,

Communicati
on
Apprehension

(Receiver
anxiety)

Ans. 8

S1, 2, 3,4,5,
6,7,9 12,13,
14, 15, 16, 17,
18, 19, 20, 22,
24, S26, 32,
33,43,44, 48

52%

Ans. 9

S3, 4, 7, 10,
11, 12, 17, 20,
21, 24, 26, 33,
34, 36, 40, 45,
46, 48

38%

Ans. 10

7,8, 9, 11
13, 15, 16, 22,
23, 34, 36,
42,44, 45

29%

Ans. 11

S2, 4, 6, 7,
11, 13, 14, 15,
16, 21, 22, 23,
24,27, 36, 37,
38,41,42,43

42%

S- Student

Ans. 1

I think I can learn English speaking
only when | am a University student and so |

can't speak well.
Ans.2 | can't communicate with others.
Ans.3 | don't like group work activities.
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Ans. 13 S7, 13, 14, 16,
21, 22, 26, 31,

33, 38, 41

23%

Ans. 14 | S1,2,4,5,57,8
10, 12, 15, 16
17, 18, S19, 21,
23, 25, 26, 31
S33, 35, 36, 37,
40, 41, 42, 44,
45, 46, 47, 48

63%

Ans. 15 S7, 14, 16, 21,
22, 26, 31, 33,
35, 36, 37, 40,
41, 42, 44, 45,

46, 47, 48

40%

Ans. 16 S1,2,3,6,8,12, | 42%
15, 16, 17, 18,
20, 21, 23, 25,
26, 30, 33, 36,

40, 41

Ans. 17 S6, 8, 12, 13, 20,

22

13%

Ans. 18 S26, 37 4%

Ans. 19 S1,3,6,7,9,12, | 31%
22, 23, 25, 26,

36, 37, 39, 40, 41
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Test Ans. 20 S3, 4, 5, 7, 10, | 29%
anxiety 12, 20, 21, 28,
31, 33, 38, 40, 41
(Fear of Ans. 21 S9, 11, 14, 18, | 15%
failure) 27,33, 40
Ans. 22 S5, 6, 7, 10, 13, | 25%
22, 28, 36, 39,
41,43, 44
Ans. 23 S6, 8, 9, 13, 20, | 25%
22, 33, 34, 35,
40,41, 44
Test Ans. 24 S23, 26, 39, 41 8%
anxiety
Ans. 25 S3, 4, 6, 12, 14, | 21%
(Fear of 18, 21, 23, 33, 40
making
errors in
the test)
S- Student

Ans.12 Sometimes | am not interested in
reading the text because of the length
of it.

Ans.13 | think the passage is about the
subject of other fields.

Ans.14 | think the vocabulary level is high
for me.

Ans.15 | feel bored to see the length of the
text and | think I cannot understand
the whole passage.

Ans.16 | cannot understand the complex
sentences in the text and | think it is
difficult for me.

Ans.17 | don't understand some archaic

words in the text.

Ans.18 | have no idea for the answers

Ans.19 | am afraid not to get the correct
answers.

Ans.20 | am afraid | cannot answer well as
my friends can.

Ans.21 | am afraid not to understand the
passage.

Ans.22 | am afraid to give the wrong answer

Ans.23 | have no practice of reading
passages in the class without my
friends.

Ans.24 | translate the sentences word by word
so my understanding of the message of
the text is not the same with what it
really means.

Ans.25 | cannot construct the sentences.

Table 4. Percentage of students who gave the answers
based on Fear of Negative Evaluation

Type of | Students' | Students who Percenta

Anxiety | interview | gave the answer ge of
answers students

Fear of Ans. 26 S8, 13,24 6%

Negative

Evaluatio | Ans. 27 S1, 2, 3,5,7, 10, | 31%

n 18, 23, 24, 27, 30,

33,34,35,36

(Fear of | Ans. 28 S1, 2, 3,5,7, 10, | 38%
Continua 11, 12, 18, 23, 24,
| 27, S30, 33, 34,
evaluatio 35, 36, 37
n by the
teacher)
Fear of Ans. 29 S2, 7,19, 20, 21, | 17%
Negative 22,27, 33
Evaluatio | Ans. 30 S2, 5, 6,7, 11,13, | 31%
n 16, 17, 19, 20, 21,
22,27, 33,41
(Fearof ["Ans. 31 26, 29,36 6%
evaluatio
nbythe [ Ans.32 S1, 2, 3,5 7 10, | 58%
peers) 11, 12, 14, 15, 16,
18, 23, 24, 27,
30,31, 32, 33, 34,
35, 36, 37, 40, 41,
43, 46, 48
Ans. 33 12,23 4%
S- Student

Ans.26 | am afraid my language teacher is
ready to correct every mistake |
make.

Ans.27 | am afraid of being scolded by my
teacher for my grammatically
incorrect sentences

Ans.28 | am afraid to be scolded by my
teacher for my wrong answers.

Ans.29 | am afraid of being scolded for my

incorrect pronunciation.
Ans.30 | am afraid to be looked down by
others.
Ans31 | feel embarrassed to volunteer
answers in English.
Ans.32 | am afraid of being laughed at by my
friends.
I am afraid of being laughed at for
my nervousness.

All the above tables explain how the types of
anxiety of some of English specialization students from
Taungoo University are categorized in accordance with
the three-factor model of Elaine K. Horwitz, Michael B.
Horwitz., Joann Cope (1986). And the fact that anxious
students fear they will not understand all language input
is also consistent with communication apprehension.
Students present statements like 'l don't like group work
activities." 'l want to speak in English but | can't speak it
well." 'l don't feel quite sure of myself when | am
speaking in English." They believe that, if they have
enough practice of speaking English with others, they
could reduce their communication anxiety and they
would also like to get used to speaking English in doing
reading activities in front of others so that they can reduce
their stage fright. And the statement ' Sometimes | am not
interested in reading the text because of the length of it.'
shows that if it is a very long passage, they will face
difficulties in understanding the meaning of the passage.

Ans.33
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In the same way anxious students fear failure in the test
because they cannot answer all the questions. And they
fear to make errors in answering the reading
comprehension questions. Moreover, they are anxious
about being negatively evaluated by the teacher and their
peers. It is also an important fact that can interfere their
success in learning reading passages in the language
classrooms. So, they hope to be taught with effective
teaching strategies in the classes. And the reciprocal
teaching strategy that can help them practice speaking in
English, improve their reading skill, and help them have
more confidence in learning reading passages is
suggested to use in the language classrooms.

4.2. The Use of Reciprocal Teaching In Language
Classes

In reciprocal teaching, the teacher guides groups
of students to apply different strategies in a specific
manner. The ultimate goal is for the teacher to transit
from discussion leader to discussion facilitator. (Trent
Lorcher 2011)

Students must  systematically
following four reciprocal teaching strategies.
Learning groups are formed with a teacher and one or
more students. The teacher and the students take turn
being discussion leaders. (From WikEd)

The teacher starts out being the leader and
models to the children how to lead a discussion. The
teacher first generates a question about the text, then
summarizes the main points, clarifying any
comprehension  difficulties  including  unknown
definitions, and then helps children make predictions
about the subsequence text. After finishing a section of
the text with these steps, the teacher passes the role to one
of the students. (Mayer 441)

And in this research, it is suggested that students are
formed into groups of four to take the roles: roles of
questioner, clarifier, summarizer and predictor.

Taking the role of questioner (Questioning)
Remind students to generate questions while reading.

apply the

Sample questions: "I wonder ....... 7" "Why was ....... "
"What are the parts of ....... 7" "What isn't presented in
the passage?" "What are the reasons of ....... ”

Taking the role of clarifier (Clarifying)
Ask students to clarify the words that are unfamiliar,
interesting, important, repetitive or those used in an
unusual way.
Sample statements: " This doesn't make sense
tricky word because ----- "

Thisis a

Detect and correct any potential comprehension
difficulties.

Sample questions: "How do you pronounce that?" "What
does ....... mean?" "Whatisa ....... ”

Taking the role of summarizer (Summarizing)
Ask them to summarize verbally, within groups and share
their ideas with others.
Sample statements: "Here's what | think is the most
important ....... " "In summary, I think ....... "
Sample questions: "What is the main message of the
paragraph?" "What is the story about?"

Taking the role of predictor (Predicting)
Tell the students predict what is going to happen in the
following test by asking some interesting and informative
questions.
Sample statements: "Now I think ....... " " ] predict that

Sample questions: "What do you think the next part will
be about?"

By using these strategies presented in reciprocal
teaching that have strong effects on student achievement
in learning reading passages, students can reduce their
anxiety in the classrooms. Because questioning teaches
students to develop critical thinking skills and ask
questions throughout the reading process. As they
question what they are reading, they can connect with
each other and they can have confidence in speaking
English. And at the same time, they can get the idea given
in the passages. The clarifying strategy helps students to
maintain meaning while they are reading and identify
difficulties within the passages. While reading the
passages, students can ask the questions to clarify the
meanings of unfamiliar words given in the passages. So,
it can be said that this strategy is effective in allowing
students to clarify what they don't understand. In
summarizing strategy, students can develop concise
statements and identify the main idea, key points, and
supporting details. They can create a summary of what
they read. Predicting is when students determine what
they think they will learn. They can activate their prior
knowledge and search for clues in the passages to predict
what may happen.

And students can get to share the role of the
teacher and serve in active tasks in the learning process as
they can have their responsibilities in small groups and
they can have enough practice of learning reading
passages. If they are all actively involved, they can
gradually reduce their anxiety in learning and can
improve their understanding in learning reading passages.

5. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

According to students' answers to my interview
questions, they have some negative feelings or some
types of anxiety that can prevent their success in learning
reading passages although their feelings are not the same
with each other. Out of 48 students, 30 students (63%)
replied that "they think the vocabulary level is high" for
them. This is because they are not rich in vocabulary and
they think they will face with many difficulties in reading
the passages. They believe that they must understand all
the meanings if the words given in the passage in order to
comprehend the whole passage. This can be categorized
as 'test anxiety' according to the model. The second
answer replied by 28 students (59%) is "l am afraid of
being laughed at by my friends". This is also because they
are afraid to be negatively evaluated by their peers in the
class. It is categorized as 'fear of negative evaluation ' of
the students. They also said that they want to have
enough practice of speaking in front of their teacher and
friends. And 25 students (52%) replied "I am not used to
speaking English with my friends in front of my teacher
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and friends." shows that they are afraid to speak in
English in front of others due to their stage fright. They
replied: "I can't communicate with others."(25%) " I don't
like group work activities."(17%) " | want to speak in
English but | can't speak it well."(29%) "I don't feel quite
sure of myself when | am speaking in English."(27%) "I
am shame to present my ideas in front of the class."(33%)
"I have no confidence to speak in front of the audience.”
(46%) "I cannot understand what my friends are
explaining during discussion."(29%)"l am afraid that |
can't understand what the teacher is talking about."(42%).
Thus, they may avoid discussing the facts and sharing
their ideas because they fear to communicate with others
in the language classes. The students also fear to
experience difficulties in the test. They have fear of
failure and fear of making errors in the test. Because they
replied "I think the passage is about the subject of other
fields."(23%) "I think the vocabulary is high for
me."(63%) "l feel bored to see the length of the text and |
think | can't understand the whole passage."(40%)" | am
afraid not to get the correct answers."(31%) "I am afraid |
can't answer well as my friends can."(29%) "I am afraid
to give the wrong answers.”(25%) "l have no practice in
reading passages without my friends."(25%) "l can't
construct the sentences.”(21%) . Anxious students also
fear to be negatively evaluated by the teacher and their
peers. So, they told me, "I am afraid of being scolded by
my teacher for my wrong answers."(38%) "I am afraid of
being scolded for my incorrect pronunciation."(17%) "I
am afraid of being looked down by others."(31%) "I am
afraid of being laughed at by my friends."(58%) "I am
afraid of being laughed at for my nervousness."(4%). It is
found that students of English specialization students'
anxiety categorized as of three types; communication
apprehension, test anxiety and fear of negative evaluation
always prevent their achievement in learning reading
passages. And the only wish they have is to be those who
haven't any anxiety in learning reading passages. In order
to be so, the effective teaching strategies are needed to be
used in the language classrooms. And the reciprocal
teaching strategy is suggested for them to use to reduce
their anxiety since it is also a learning technique that
focuses on the development of reading comprehension. It
takes place in the form of dialogue between teacher and
students in regards to text. It also helps students to
construct meaning from text and monitor their reading to
ensure that they are in fact understanding what they read.
Palincsar and Brown (1984), in their original research,
used four discrete reading comprehension strategies
within reciprocal teaching: questioning, summarizing,
clarifying, and predicting.

6. CONCLUSIONS

This research was concerned with the students'
anxiety in learning reading passages and the suggestion
about how to reduce it. It showed that their feelings of
anxiety belong to the three-factor model including three
domains: communication apprehension, test anxiety and
fear of negative evaluation. To reduce their anxiety, it is
suggested to use reciprocal teaching in the language

classrooms. Because it is a reading comprehension
strategy meant to help students become more independent
during reading passages. Moreover, it can help students
have more confidence and improve their reading skill in
the language classrooms. And students should try to
remove a certain amount of their anxiety that is a barrier
to their success in the academic and social context.
Therefore, it is suggested for the teachers and the students
to use the reciprocal teaching strategy in teaching and
learning not only language in language classrooms but
also literature in real classroom situations to improve
reading skill.
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ABSTRACT: The present paper studied grammatical collocations in the selected academic texts prescribed for the
first year non-English specialization for University of Distance Education. The researchers used the grammatical
collocation concept proposed by Benson and Ilson (1986). The aim is to explore the use of the grammatical collocations
in these texts. The objectives are to classify the grammatical collocations under the dominant words and prepositions and
to classify the grammatical collocations under the dominant words and grammatical structures. The academic texts from
the first year textbook were used as materials to do this research. To fulfill the objective, the occurrences of the
grammatical collocations in the selected academic texts were investigated and classified. In “Pepper”, the use of G, and
Gewas not found. In “Language”, the instances of Gy, Gz and “Gg” were not found. In “Cotton”, the use of Gz was not
found”. It is likely that when these learners have had enough input of the use of the grammatical collocation in the

receptive stage, they are able to produce the use of these correctly in their productive stage.

Keywords: Grammatical collocations; Noun; Adjective; Verb; Preposition

1. INTRODUCTION

An academic text is an organized and document
text which states a clear point of view. The academic
texts include topics from a variety of fields. The academic
texts from the prescribed text for the first year students of
University of Distance Education were selected as
research materials in this research. This textbook is
intended for all specializations except English. Three
academic texts from the ten units were used as research
materials for this research. The selected academic texts
are "Pepper"”, "Language" and "Cotton". Benson and llson
(1986) cited in E. M. N. Alsulayyi (2015) state that there
are two kinds of collocation, grammatical collocation and
lexical collocation. Benson and Ilson (1986) describes
English grammatical collocation as combinations of a
dominant word (noun, adjective and verb) and preposition
or grammatical structure such as an infinitive or clause.
Understanding the use of grammatical collocation is
important to the learners when they read the written texts.
It was cited on http://www.grin.com/en/e
book/88276/collocation-a-linguistic-view-and-didactic-
aspects that a grammatical collocation, in contrast to a
lexical collocation, is a phrase that consists of a noun, an
adjective, or a verb plus a preposition or grammatical
structure such as an infinitive or clause.

The present research observes which types of the
grammatical collocation are mostly used and which types
are neglected to include in the selected academic texts.
This scope of this research is on the grammatical
collocation. Therefore, the focus is on the use of
grammatical collocations in the selected academic texts.
It deals with the acquisition and teaching of foreign
language skills.

The aim of this research is to explore the use of
the grammatical collocations in the selected academic
texts for the first year non-English specialization students
of University of Distance Education. The objectives of
the research are to classify the grammatical collocations
under the dominant words and prepositions and to
classify the grammatical collocations under the dominant
words and grammatical structures.

2. LITERATURE REVIEW

In literature review, the theoretical concepts on
grammatical collocations propounded by Benson and
llson (1986) are presented and the related researches are
described.

2.1. Theoretical Background

In the theoretical background, theoretical
concepts on grammatical collocation propounded by
Benson and llson (1986) are presented.

Richards (1985) defines collocation in Longman
Dictionary of Applied Linguistics as the way in which
words are used regularly and as the restrictions on how
words can be used together. It was stated in BBI
Dictionary of English word combinations (1986) that
English grammatical collocation refers to combinations of
a dominant word (noun, adjective and verb) and
preposition or grammatical structure such as an infinitive
or clause. Benson and llson (1986) categorized 8 types of
grammatical collocations: noun + preposition, noun + to
infinitive, noun + that clause, preposition + noun,
adjective + preposition, adjective + to infinitive, adjective
+ that clause, and the English 19 verb patterns.

2.1.1. Noun + preposition

It was cited on http://www.grin.com/en/e-
book/88276/collocation-a-linguistic-view-and-didactic-
aspects by Benson and llson (1986) that all "Noun +
preposition combinations" cannot be categorized as
collocations because the meanings of some prepositions,
such as, of and by are the highly predictable. So, the
combinations of "Noun + of / by combinations” can be
identified as free combinations.

2.1.2. Noun + to infinitive

It was cited on http://www.grin.com/en/e-
book/88276/collocation-a-linguistic-view-and-didactic-
aspects by Benson and llson (1986) that of the five
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syntactic patterns, the combination of "noun+ to infinitive
construction” is the most frequently found syntactic
pattern.
e.g: (1) The manager had responsibility to do it.

(The researchers' own example)

2.1.3. Noun + that clause
Benson and llson (1986) described on

http://www.grin.com/en/ebook/88276/collocation-a-
linguistic-view-and-didactic-aspects  that in  the
grammatical collocation, "noun  +that clause” s
classified as one of the combinations.
e.g: (1) The doctors took an oath that they would do

their duty.

(The researchers’ own example)

2.1.4. Preposition + noun

In terms of preposition + noun, it was cited on
http://www.grin.com/en/e-book/88276/collocation-a-
linguistic-view-and-didactic-aspects that any preposition
can be combined with noun but the choice of preposition
with certain noun is not at random.

2.1.5. Adjective + preposition
Benson and llson (1986) claimed that the
adjective + preposition can be classified as collocation
when it occurs in the predicate.
e.g: (1) The man was surprised at the change plan.
(The researchers' own example)

2.1.6. Adjective + to infinitive
It was cited on http://www.grin.com/en/e-
book/88276/collocation-a-linguistic-view-and-didactic-
aspects that the combination of adjective + to infinitive is
categorized as grammatical collocation.
e.g: (1) The contestants are ready to compete in the
game. (The researchers' own example)

2.1.7. Adjective + that clause

It was cited on http://www.grin.com/en/e-
book/88276/collocation-a-linguistic-view-and-didactic-
aspects by Benson and llson(1986)that "that clause" can
follow some adjectives.
e.g: (1) I was afraid that my paper might be rejected.
(The researchers' own example)

2.1.8. English verb patterns

It was cited in C. Moehkardi, R. R.D. (2002) that
there are 19 different verb patterns. Each pattern has
different structure of grammar. They are designed by
capital letters Ato S.

A. It was cited on http://english-learners.com/2011/11/
lexical grammatical-collocations-patterns-and examples.
html that the direct object of transitive verbs is followed
by shift of an indirect object.
e.g: (1) HlaHla gave me a pen.

(2) Hla Hla gave a pen to me.
(The researchers' own example)
B. It was cited on http://english-learners.com/2011/11/
lexicalgrammatical-collocations-patterns-and ~ examples.

html that shift of an indirect object to a position before
the direct object by deleting 'to’ is not allowed.
e.g: (1) The man directed a motel to me. but not
Min Min directed to a motel me."
(The researchers' own example)
C. It was cited on http://english-learners.com/2011/11/
lexicalgrammatical-collocations-patterns-and-
examples.html that transitive verb with preposition ‘for'
allows the deletion of ‘for' and the shift of the indirect
object to a position before the direct object.
e.g: (1) Hla Hla bought a longyi for her mother.
(The researchers' own example)
D. It was cited on http://english-learners.com/2011/11/
lexicalgrammatical-collocations-patterns-and-
examples.html that the verb forms a collocation with a
specific preposition and (an object).
e.0: (1) The president adhered to the instructions.
(The researchers' own example)
E. It was cited on http://english-learners.com/2011/11/
lexicalgrammatical-collocations-patterns-and-examples.
html that verbs are followed by to + infinitive.
e.g: (1) The members began to discuss the matter.
(The researchers' own example)
F. It was cited on http://english-learners.com/2011/11/
lexicalgrammatical-collocations-patterns-and  examples.
html that such verbs as dare, help and need are followed
by infinitive without 'to'.
e.g: (1) She dares say this.
(The researchers' own example)
G. It was cited in C. Moehkardi, R. R.D. (2002) verbs are
followed by second verb —ing.
e.g: (1) My father enjoyed watching the football match.
(The researchers' own example)
H. It was cited in C. Moehkardi, R.R.D. (2002) that
transitive verbs are followed by an object and to+
infinitive.
e.9:(1) They asked the students to participate in
discussion.
(The researchers' own example)
l. It was cited on http://english-learners.com/2011/11/
lexical grammatical-collocations-patterns-and-examples.
html that transitive verbs are followed by a direct object
and an infinitive without 'to’. Most of these pattern verbs
cannot be passivized.
e.g: (1) They let me use the mobile phone.
(The researchers' own example)
J. It was cited on http://english-learners.com/2011/11/
lexicalgrammatical-collocations-patterns-and-examples.
html that verbs are followed by an object and a verb in-
ing.
e.g: (1) They caught him stealing things.
(The researchers' own example)
K. It was cited in E.M. N. Alsulayyi (2015) that verbs
can be followed by a noun or pronoun and gerund.
e.g: (1) They love his acting.
(The researchers' own example)
e.g: (2) She cannot imagine him telling lies.
(The researchers' own example)
L. It was cited on http://english-learners.com/2011/11/
lexicalgrammatical-collocations-patterns-and-examples.
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html that verbs are followed by a noun clause beginning
with conjunction 'that'.
e.g: (1) She admitted that she was wrong.
(The researchers' own example)
It was also claimed by Benson and llson (1986) that some
verbs always take an object noun or pronoun before the
that clause, such as
e.g: (2) His mother assured him that she would arrive on
time. (The researchers' own example)
M. It was cited on http://english-learners.com/2011/11/
lexical grammatical-collocations-patterns-and-examples.
html that transitive verb takes a direct object, an infinitive
'to be' and adjective/ past participle /noun/ pronoun.
e.g: (1) The president considered him to be a very capable
engineer.
(The researchers' own example)
N. It was cited on http://english-learners.com/2011/11/
lexicalgrammatical-collocations-patterns-and-
examples.htmlthat transitive verbs are followed by a
direct object and adjective/ past participle or
noun/pronoun.
e.g: (1) He dyed his hair grey.
(The researchers' own example)
O. It was cited on http://english-learners.com/2011/11/
lexical grammatical-collocations-patterns-and-examples.
html that two objects can follow the transitive verbs.
e.g: (1) Hesentheralovely dress.
(The researchers' own example)
(2)  The traffic policeman charged him a fine of
30000 kyats for breaking speed limit.
(The researchers' own example)
P. It was cited on http://english-learners.com/2011/11/
lexical grammatical-collocations-patterns-and-examples.
html that intransitive/ reflexive / transitive verbs must be
followed by an adverbial.
e.g: (1) U Mya served on a jury.
(The researchers' own example)
Q. It was cited in C. Moehkardi, R. R.D. (2002), that verb
can be followed by an interrogative word, such as how,
what, when, etc.
e.9:(1) My mother did what | wanted.
(The researchers' own example)
R. It was cited in Aziz (2011) that dummy 'it" is followed
by transitive verbs (often expressing emotions) and by
to+ infinitive or by that+ clause or by either.
e.g: (1) It puzzled me that my mother never answered the
telephones.
(The researchers' own example)
S. It was cited on http://english-learners.com/2011/11/
lexical grammatical-collocations-patterns-and-examples.
html some intransitive verbs as are followed by a
predicate noun/predicate adjective. Including the verb
make, used intransitively, belongs to this group.
e.9:(1) Su Su will make a good manager.
(The researchers' own example)

2.2. Related Researches

The research paper entitled "Grammatical and
Lexical English Collocations: Some Possible problems to
Indonesian learners of English" was conducted by

Moehkardi in 2002. The aim of this research is to identify
the types of English collocations and the objective is to
find out the possible problems to Indonesian learners of
English and some solutions. The findings showed that
learners of English had to face with some difficulties or
confusions due to lack of clear-cut guidelines showing
how combinations are exactly used.

Aziz (2011) conducted the research entitled
"ldentifying English grammatical collocations found in
the Jakarta Post newspaper and its contribution to writing
course". The aim is to explore the collocation found in the
Jakarta Post newspaper, to identify purposes of using
each grammatical collocation based on grammatical rules,
to identify the contributions of this study to writing
course. The study concludes that English grammatical
collocation is used to convey as close to the original
language of English as possible, without violence
grammar and meaning.

The research paper entitled “The use of
grammatical collocations by advanced Saudi EFL
learners in the UK and KSA” was conducted by M. N.
Alsulayyi in 2015. This research aims to investigate the
production of English grammatical collocations amongst
Saudi students majoring in English in KSA and those in
UK. For this purpose, the researcher analysed essays
written by the participants. The results revealed that
Saudi EFL learners in the UK made grammatical
collocation errors less than those who learned English in
the KSA.

3. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The selected reading passages are "Pepper",
"Language" and "Cotton" selected from the prescribed
text for first year students of University of Distance
Education. The selected reading passages are analysed
according to the theoretical concepts on grammatical
collocations propounded by Benson and llson (1986).

The use of grammatical collocations which
occurs in the selected reading passages is categorized into
eight types. In terms of noun, there are three types and In
term of the use of collocation on preposition, there is only
one type. There are three types in terms of adjectives. In
term of verb, there are 19 verb types.

Yellow colour represents noun+ preposition,
pink color represents noun+ to infinitive, orange color
represents noun+ that clause, red color represents
preposition+ noun, blue color represents adjective+
preposition, green color represents adjective+ to
infinitive, purple color represents adjective+ that clause
and the underline represents verb patterns.

3.1. Data Collection and Data Analysis

The academic texts which were selected as
research materials are "Pepper”, "Language" and
"Cotton". The grammatical collocations employed in the
selected academic texts were investigated according to
the theoretical concepts on grammatical collocations
propounded by Benson and llson (1986). The researchers
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describe the coding system for presenting the data
analysis in table 1.

Table 1. Coding system for data analysis

Sr. Types (source: Benson and
No. llson (1986)

1 Noun+ Preposition
" | (Source: Benson and llson (1986)
Noun + to infinitive

2 (Source: Benson and Ilson (1986) Gz

Code

G

3 Noun + that clause G
" | (Source: Benson and llson (1986) 3

Preposition + noun

4 (Source: Benson and Ilson (1986) Ga
5 Adjective + preposition G
" | (Source: Benson and Ilson (1986) >
6 Adjective + to infinitive G
" | (Source: Benson and Ilson (1986) 6
7 Adjective + that clause G
" | (Source: Benson and Ilson (1986) !
8 English verb patterns G

(Source: Benson and Ilson (1986)

According to the data collection, the
grammatical collocation of noun was explored in terms of
three types. In "Pepper", the occurrences of noun+
preposition were found (6) times. The occurrence of Gs
was found only (1) time. There was no instance of the use
of G,. Concerning G, there were (22) times. Adjectives
were analyzed in terms of three types. The occurrence of
Gs was found only (5) time. There was no instance of the
use of Ge. The occurrence of G; was found only (1) time.
Verb patterns were analyzed in terms of 19 types. The
occurrences of verb patterns were found (28) times. The
highest frequency of verb type is P.In terms of the
distribution of grammatical collocations in "Pepper", the
grammatical collocation, noun type, was found (7) times
with 11%. The grammatical collocation, preposition type,
was found with the frequency of (22) which made 35%.
The grammatical collocation, adjective type, was found
with the frequency of (16) which made 10%. The
grammatical collocation, verb type, was found (28) times
with 44%.

In "Language", the occurrences of noun+
preposition were found (14) times. There were no
instances of the use of G, and Gs. Concerning Ga, there
were (19) times. Adjectives were analyzed in terms of
three types. The occurrences of Gs were found (2) times.
There was no instance of the use of Gs. The occurrence of
Gz was found only (1) time. Verb patterns were analyzed
in terms of 19 types. The occurrences of verb patterns
were found (26) times. The highest frequency of verb
type is F.In terms of the distribution of grammatical
collocations in "Language", the grammatical collocation,
noun type, was found with the frequency of (14) which
made 22%. The grammatical collocation, preposition
type, was found (19) times with 31%. The grammatical
collocation, adjective type, was found with the frequency
of (3) which constituted 5%. The grammatical
collocation, verb type, was found with the frequency of
(26) which made 42%.

In "Cotton", the occurrences of Gi were found

(2) times. Concerning noun+ to infinitive, the use of this
type was found (1) time. There was no instance of the use
of Gs. The use of adjective collocation was explored in
terms of three types. The occurrence of Gs was found
only (1) time. The occurrence of G¢ was found only (1)
time. The occurrence of G7 was found only (1) time. Verb
patterns were analyzed in terms of 19 types. The
occurrences of verb patterns were found (30) times. The
highest frequency of verb type is P.In terms of the
distribution of grammatical collocations in "Cotton", the
grammatical collocation, noun type, was found (3) times
with 6%. The grammatical collocation, preposition type,
was found with the frequency of (30) and was made up of
44%. The grammatical collocation, adjective type, was
found with the frequency of (3) which made 6%. The
grammatical collocation, verb type, was found (30) times
with 44%.

3.1.1. Noun + Preposition

Another kind of pepper is the betel pepper.
(Sent. 11, Text 1) In this sentence kind is noun and of is
preposition.

3.1.2. Noun + to infinitive

When the petals have fallen, the bolls, or pods,
begin to grow and ripen, first turning brown and then
opening to show their soft white fibres. (Sent. 10, Text 3)
In this sentence opening is noun and to show is to
infinitive.

3.1.3. Noun + That clause

After drying they ripen and turn black and are
then ground into the grains we use. (Sent. 5, Text 1)
In this sentence the grains is noun and we use is that
clause.

3.1.4. Preposition + noun
We can only guess how language first began; but

we know that wherever man has lived he has developed a
system of communication by sounds. (Sent. 1, Text 2)

In this sentence by is proposition and sounds is
noun.

3.1.5. Adjective + preposition

The English of today is very different from that
of five hundred years ago. (Sent. 14, Text 2) In this
sentence different is adjective and from is preposition.

3.1.6. Adjective + to infinitive

When the bolls have been picked, they are taken
straight to the gin, which is what workers in America
used to call the ‘engine’ which separates the cotton from
the seeds that fill two-thirds of each boll (Sent. 14, Text
3) In this sentence used is adjective and to call is to
infinitive.
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3.1.7. Adjective + that clause

Trading caravans brought pepper overland with
other spices from India to Europe, but because of the long
and difficult journey the price was so high that few
people could afford it. (Sent. 16, Text 1)

In this sentence high is adjective and that few
people could afford it is that clause.

3.1.8. English verb patterns

The berries are picked when they turn red and
before they are ripe. (Sent. 4, Text 1) In this sentence are
is intransitive verb and ripe is predicate adjective.

3.2. Data Interpretation

Based on data analysis, a comparison of types of
grammatical collocations found in the selected academic
texts is described.

Table 2. Comparison of Types of Grammatical
Collocations Found in the Selected Academic Texts

Pepper | Language Cotton
Types
Freq Freq Freq
G 6 14 2
G2 - - 1
Gs 1 - -
Gy 22 19 30
Gs 5 2 1
Gs - - 1
Gy 1 1 1
Gs 28 26 30
Total 63 62 66

According to the table, in "Pepper”, Gi was
found (6) times and Gswas found only (1) time. The use
of G, was not found. In "Language", Gi was found (14)
times. The use of G, and Gs were not found. In "Cotton",
Giwas found (2) times and Gzwas found only (1) time.
The use of Gz was not found.

4. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

In the selected academic texts, it appeared that
G, was found with the highest frequency and G, was
found with the lowest frequency. It is likely that as the
selected academic texts are prescribed for non-native
learners, University of Distance Education students, the
type of G; was the most commonly used one and Gywas
the least used type. It is likely that the non-native learners
can understand the G type and they can use this type in
the language productively.

Preposition was analyzed in terms of only one
type: preposition+ noun. Gswas found (22) times in
"Pepper"”, (19) times in "Language" and (30) times in
“Cotton”.

The adjective collocation types were analyzed.
The use of Gs and G7 were not found. In "Pepper”, Gs
was found (5) times with the highest frequency and G-
type was found only (1) time. The use of Gg type was not
found. In "Language", the use of Gg was found (2) times

and the use of Gz was found only (1) time. The use of Gg
was not found. In "Cotton", the use of Gs was found (1)
time. The use of G¢ was found one time and the use of G;
was found one time.

In the selected academic texts, the use of Gs was
found with the highest frequency whereas the use of Gg
was found with the lowest frequency. It is likely that as
the selected academic texts are prescribed for non-native
learners, University of Distance Education students, the
Gstype was most commonly used and the Getypewas the
least used type. It seems that the selected texts can
provide sufficient input of the use of G 5 type.

Verbs were analyzed in terms of (19) types. In
these different verb patterns, S type verb pattern is mostly
found with the highest frequency. In "Pepper"”, the highest
frequency of verb type is P. In "Language", the highest
frequency of verb type is F. In "Cotton" the highest
frequency of verb type is P.

It is likely that as the selected academic texts are
prescribed for non-native learners, University of Distance
Education students, the use of S type was most commonly
found and L type was least found. It seems that the non-
native learners can understand the S type verb pattern and
they can use this type in their language use.

In terms of the input of verb patterns, A, B, C,
G, 1,J, K, M, N, O and R types were not found in all the
selected academic texts.

5. CONCLUSIONS

This research attempted to explore the
grammatical collocations in the selected academic texts.
The research materials were "Pepper”, "Language" and
"Cotton" selected from the text book published by the
Ministry of Education, Department of Higher Education
(Upper Myanmar), University of Distance Education
Mandalay for first year all specialization students except
English.

To fulfill the objective, the occurrences of the
grammatical collocations in the selected academic texts
were investigated. In "Pepper", of the total 19 sentences,
the use of the grammatical collocation was not found in
one sentence. In "Language", the occurrence of the
grammatical collocation was not found in one sentence
out of 23 sentences. In "Cotton", the use of the
grammatical collocation was not found in one sentence
out of 26 sentences. It is likely that the emphasis of the
grammatical collocation in the academic texts and the
frequent use of the grammatical collocation are found in
these texts.

To meet the objective, the types of grammatical
collocations in the selected academic texts were identified
based on the theoretical concepts on grammatical
collocation propounded by Benson and llson (1986). It
was found that the use of G, type did not occur in
"Pepper" and "Language”. The use of Gs type was not
found in "Language" and "Cotton". Preposition was
analyzed in term of only one type. G4 type was found in
all the selected academic texts. The use of Ge type was
not found in "Pepper" and "Language". These academic
texts are intended for teachers of English to provide the
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learners with the language input and raise their language
awareness. The wuse of the English grammatical
collocation in these texts can help to build up the
learners’ awareness of it when it was experienced
receptively by the learners. It is likely that when these
learners have had enough input of the use of the
grammatical collocation in the receptive stage, they are
able to produce the use of these correctly in their
productive stage.

In analyzing the use of verb patterns in the
selected academic texts, S type verb pattern was mostly
found. It seems that the S type verb pattern is the most
frequently used type in the selected academic texts.

However, in terms of the use of G, type, it was
not found in “Pepper” and “Language”. Concerning the
use of Ge, it did not occur in “Pepper” and “Language”.
In terms of the use of Gatype, it was not found in
“Language” and “Cotton”. It is likely that the language
of the academic texts was made simple and easy to
understand for the learners.

In terms of verb patterns, the use of A, B, C, G,
I, J, K, M, N, O and R types was not found in all the
selected academic texts. It can be said that these academic
texts cannot provide the learners with the use of these
verb patterns.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

We wish to express our sincere gratitude to Dr.
Myin Zu Minn, the Pro-Rector of Mandalar University
for providing us an opportunity to do this research.

We would like to express our heart-felt thank to
Daw Mar Mar Lwin, Associate Professor (Head) of
English Department, for her guidance, encouragement
and wholehearted support in carrying out this research.

REFERENCES

[1] A Aziz, M. Abdul (2011). “ldentifying English
grammatical collocations found in the Jakarta Post
newspaper and its contribution to writing course”.

[2] B. Morton, et al, (1986). The BBI Dictionary of English
Word Combinations, Philadelphia: Jhon Benjamins
Publishing, on its introduction.

[3] C. Moehkardi, R. R.D. (2002)."Grammatical and Lexical
English Collocations: Some Possible problems to
Indonesian learners of English".

[4] D. Richards, Jack, et al, (1985). Longman Dictionary of
Applied Linguistics, Hongkong: Longman Group.

[5] E. M. N. Alsulayyi (2015), “The use of grammatical
collocations by advanced Saudi EFL learners in the UK
and KSA”.

[6] http://clair.si.umich.edu/~radev/papers/handbook00.pdf

[7] http://download.portalgaruda.org/article.php?article=3172
&val=297

[8] http://english-learners.com/2011/11/lexicalgrammatical-
collocations-patterns-and-examples.html

[9] http://eprints.walisongo.ac.id/2308/

[10] http://lwww.grin.com/en/e-book/88276/collocation-a-
linguistic-view-and-didactic-aspects

Journal of Information Technology and Education Science 2020, Vol-02 160



Illocutionary Acts of The Main Character’s Utterances In The Movie “Beyond
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ABSTRACT: The aim of this research is to investigate the main character’s utterances in the movie “Beyond Rangoon” by
Yule’s theory (1996). The objectives are to classify the types of illocutionary acts and to find out the most dominant types of the main
character, Laura Bowman's utterances in the movie “Beyond Rangoon ”. This research is descriptive qualitative research because the
materials are the utterances of the main character in the movie. To collect the data, the researchers downloaded and watched the
movie, downloaded the script and read the dialogues. Besides, the researchers sorted out the main character’s utterances and
classified. The results show that five kinds of illocutionary acts were found such as declarations (0), representatives (155), expressives
(20), directives (87) and commissives (3). Of the total number of 265 utterances, representatives are the most frequently used type of
illocutionary acts because the main character stated her recent tragedy throughout the movie.

Keywords: speech act; illocutionary acts; main character; utterances; movie

1. INTRODUCTION

Language is essential for communication in daily
life which involves speaker, listener, and context. Leech
(1983:1) states that how language is used in
communication is called pragmatics. Yule (1996:3) also
states that pragmatics is the study of meaning as
communicated by a speaker and interpreted by a listener
and it is also the study of how more get communicated
than is said.

Yule (1996:47) states that speech act is a part of
pragmatics that studies utterances as action performed via
utterances. There are three kinds of speech acts:
locutionary act, illocutionary act and perlocutionary act.
In this research, the researchers focused on the
illocutionary acts of the main character, Laura Bowman’s
utterances in the movie “Beyond Rangoon”. Yule
(1996:53-54) classified five types of illocutionary acts,
they are declarations, representatives, expressives,
directives and commissives. Therefore, the researchers
tried to analyze the movie cast on daily life situations.
The researchers chose this movie as the material for the
present research because movies are usually created based
on the true story of the characters and they may contain
daily life conversations.

The movie “Beyond Rangoon ” is based on a true
story in which Laura Bowman is trying to pick up the
pieces of her life after the violent deaths of her husband
and son, and goes on vacation with her sister to Burma.
After losing her passport at a political rally, she is left on
her own for a few days, during her attempts with students
for democracy. She and U Aung Ko, who is also a leader
of an underground movement, travels around Burma,
while witnessing many bloody acts of repression by the
dictatorship, in an attempt to escape to Thailand.

There are some reasons why the researchers
chose this movie as the material for this research. First,
“Beyond Rangoon” was created based on the true story of
8888 uprising in Myanmar. Second, the events depicted in
the movie are interesting to analyze because the director
created the main character as a heroic lady doctor who felt
deeply depressed by the violent deaths of her husband and

son, but she did overcome her miserable condition when
she saw the Burmese people, including Daw Aung Sann
Suu Kyi struggling for democracy under the Burmese
dictatorship. The last reason is that this movie was chosen
for two prizes: one for democracy and one for peace and
awarded by the Political Film Society in 1996. For these
reasons, the present research will analyze the utterances
of the main character in the movie by using the theory
proposed by Yule (1996).

According to the above rationale, the present
research attempts to deal with the following research
questions:

What are the types of illocutionary acts used in
the main character’s utterances in the movie “Beyond
Rangoon ?

What is the most dominant type found in the
movie “Beyond Rangoon ”?

The aim of this research is to investigate the
main character’s utterances in the movie “Beyond
Rangoon” by Yule’s theory (1996). The objectives are to
classify the types of illocutionary acts and to find out the
most dominant types of the main character, Laura
Bowman'’s utterances in the movie “Beyond Rangoon”.

2. THEORETICAL BACKGROUND

This present research investigates and analyzes
the movie “Beyond Rangoon” focused on the main
character Laura Bowman’s utterances, using the theory
proposed by Yule (1996). There are five types of
illocutionary ~ acts:  declarations,  representatives,
expressives, directives and commissives.

2.1. Pragmatics

Yule (1996:3) proposed that pragmatics is the
study of speaker meaning, of contextual meaning, of how
more get communicated than is said and of expression of
relative distance. Jack C. Richards and Richard Schmidt
(2010), in the Longman Dictionary of Language Teaching
and Applied Linguistics, defined that pragmatics is the
study of the use of language when communicating with
each other particularly the relationship between the
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sentences and the contexts and situations in which they
are used. It also includes the study of the interpretation
and use of utterances of the real world, and the
understanding between the speaker and the hearer.

2.2. Speech Act

Yule (1996:47) stated that speech act is a branch
of pragmatics that studies utterances that is performed
through utterances and it includes three types of speech
acts: locutionary act, illocutionary act and perlocutionary
act. Locutionary act is the basic act of the utterance,
illocutionary act is the intention of the speaker when
uttering and perlocutionary act is the effect of the
utterance relating to the thought of the listener. According
to Yule (2010) cited by Muhammad Azizul Chakim and
Haris Dibdyaningsih, speech act is the action performed
by a speaker with an utterance.

2.2.1. lllocutionary Act

It is defined as the speaker’s intention during
his/her utterance. Yule (1996:48) describes that mostly
the speaker doesn’t produce well-formed utterances. The
speaker forms an utterance with some kinds of function in
mind. He classifies speech act into five categories:
declarations, representatives, expresseives, directives and
commissives.

Declarations is kind of speech acts that change the world
via their utterance. The speaker has to play an institutional
role in a particular situation such as pronouncing,
declaring, baptizing and sentencing. In this speech act, the
speaker changes the world through his/her words.
e.g. Priest: I now pronounce you husband and wife.
Referee: You are out!

Representatives is types of speech acts that express the
speaker believe to be the case or not. Statements of fact,
assertions, conclusions and descriptions are all examples
of what the speaker represents the world as he or she
believes. In this act, the speaker makes words fit the
world (of belief).
e.g. Theearthis flat.
Chomsky didn’t write about peanuts.

Expressives is kind of speech acts that state the speaker’s
feeling expressing psychological states: statements of
pleasure, pain, likes, dislikes, joy or sorrow. Expressives
can be caused by what the speaker or the hearer does. In
this act, the speaker makes words fit the world (of
feeling).
e.g. DI’mreally sorry!
Congratulations!
Directives is kind of speech acts that speakers want the
hearer to do something. This act expresses what the
speaker wants. Directives includes commands, order,
requests, and suggestions, and it can be positive or
negative. In using a directive, the speaker attempts to
make the world fit the words (via hearer).
e.g. Gimme a cup of coffee. Make it black.
Could you lend me a pen, please?
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Commissives is kind of speech acts that commit the
speaker to some future course of action. This act includes
promises, threats, refusals, pledges that can be performed
by the speaker alone, or by the speaker as a member of a
group. In using a commissives, the speaker makes the
world fit the words (via the speaker).
e.g. I'll be back.
I’'m going to get it right next time.

3. LITERATURE REVIEW

In this section, background of the movie
“Beyond Rangoon” and related researches are included.

3.1. Background of the Movie “Beyond Rangoon”

The main character, Laura, was persuaded to go
on a trip to Burma by her sister, Andy Bowman to make
her mind refresh because she had felt deeply depressed
after the violent deaths of her husband and son. One night,
she couldn’t sleep because of nightmares, she left her hotel
in Rangoon and caught up in an anti-government protest.
She was very impressed by the bravery of Aung San Suu
Kyi.

When her tour group returned to Thailand, she
couldn’t go with them because she lost her passport.
While she was waiting to get her new passport, she met U
Aung Ko, a freelance tour guide. He took her to a
monastery in the countryside near Rangoon for a day.
There, he dropped in to see his old students together with
Min Han. At that moment, she noticed that Aung Ko was
a college professor who was forced to resign because he
took part in political activities. They stayed there for a
night.

Next morning, they heard the news that the 8888
uprising broke out in Rangoon. Aung Ko decided to send
her back to Rangoon by train. Meanwhile she got on the
train, Aung Ko was caught and beaten by the soldiers. His
student, Min Han, helped him and he was Killed in the
shot. She got Aung Ko into the car and they were pursued
by the soldiers, unfortunately he was shot and wounded.
They ended up crashing into the Irrawaddy River. Luckly,
they got on a raft to Rangoon. Laura, a doctor, performed
an emergency operation for his wound on the way to
Rangoon.

The next day, the raft stopped at a village for a
while and there, she got some medicine from the village
clinic. When they arrived in Rangoon, the city was in the
throes of a full-scale revolt. When Laura attempted to get
into the US embassy, the military tried to arrest her for
helping Aung Ko. The student demonstrators rescued her
and Aung Ko and all of them witnessed the soldiers
killing civilians in the uprising, then they were put on a
truck and taken to the border. Near the border, the group
left their truck and made a run through the jungle where
they met with Karen rebels.

The following day, Laura and her group made a
harrowing river crossing into Thailand under fire and
reached a refugee camp. She began helping at the camp’s
clinic and started a new life.
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3.2. Related Researches

There are three related researches in this present
research. The first research entitled “Illocutionary Act in
the Main Character’s Utterances in Mirror Mirror Movie”
is conducted by Fita Nur Rahayu, M. Bahri Arifin and
Setya Ariani (2018). The first aim of this research was to
find out the types of illocutionary act of the main
character’s utterances in Mirror Mirror movie according
to the theory proposed by Searl (1979). And another aim
was to find the context underlying illocutionary act of the
main character in this movie by using Hymes’
SPEAKING model. The data were classified into five
types such as directives (37 times), expressives (12
times). representatives (4 times), commissives (2 times)
and declaratives (0 time). It was found that directives are
the most frequently used types of all the illocutionary acts
because the main characters’ ordering, requesting, asking
and commanding were mostly found. Moreover, it was
found that setting, participants, ends, act, sequences, key,
instrumentalities and genre affected the illocutionary act
of the main characters.

The second related research is “The Types of
Illocutionary Acts on the Hackerman’s Utterances in
Cyberbully Movie” done by Ani Fatat Zulfa, State Islamic
University Sunan Kalijaga Yogyakarta (2018). The
objectives are to classify the types of illocutionary act and
to find the most dominant types in the hackerman’s
utterances in Cyberbully movie. In this study, the
researcher analyzed the utterances by using Searle’s
theory (1979). It was found that the most frequent types
of illocutionary acts uttered by hackerman is directives
(33 times), the second one is assertives (21 times), the
third one is expressives (7 times), and the least frequent
type is commissives (1 time).

The last related research is “An Analysis of
Declarative Speech Act in the Movie My Lawyer, Mr Jo:
Pragmatics Approach” carried out by Garda Arif
Wicaksono, University of Ahmad Dahlan Yogyakarta
(2018). The objectives of this research are to understand
speech act and its types and to find out declarative speech
act in the movie My Lawyer, Mr. Jo. In this research, the
researcher focused only on the declarative speech act. So
the results showed that in the movie Mr. Lawyer, many
utterances of Mr. Jo contain declarative speech act.

3.3. Research Methodology

In this section, the researchers investigated the
illocutionary acts in Laura Bowman’s utterances in the
movie “Beyond Rangoon” by using Yule’s theory (1996).
In data collection and data analysis, the research
procedures are presented.

3.3.1. Data Collection

In order to collect the data from the movie
“Beyond Yangon”, the researchers downloaded and
watched the movie, downloaded the script and read the
dialogues. Besides, the researchers sorted out the main
character’s utterances and classified.

3.3.2. Data Analysis

In this section, the researchers analyzed the data
according to the five types of illocutionary acts suggested
by Yule (1996). Firstly, the researchers categorized the
movie scripts that show the types of illocutionary acts.
Secondly, the researchers classified the types of
illocutionary acts of the main character’s utterances.
Thirdly, the researchers analyzed her utterances by using
Yule’s theory (1996). Finally, the researchers interpreted
the data to get the results and to make the reader easier to
understand. The coding systems are shown as follows:

Declarations = Dec
Representatives = Rep
Directives = Dir

Expressives =Exp
Commissives =Com

Table 1. Hlocutionary acts of the main character’s

utterances
Illocutionary Acts
No. Utterances Dec | Rep | Exp | Dir | Com
1. The trip was i
Andy's idea.
9. Oh my god! i
12. | was stone i
myself.
15. My key! i
18. Really, it has. i
26. You dare me i
to stop?
217. It's okay. i
28. Go back to i
sleep.
29. Yes. i
30. No, | don't. i
31. Where is i
she?
32. Hello, little i
one
33. What... i
What's  the
matter?
36. Do you? i
37. It's not. i
45, I'll be fine. i
I'm Laura i
63. Bowman.
Thank  you, i
238. | San San.

3.3.3. Data Interpretation

Some examples for each type of illocutionary
acts are selected and presented as follows.

Laura: I’'m Laura Bowman. (Representatives)

Aung Ko: My name is Aung Ko.

Laura introduced herself “I’'m Laura Bowman”
to Aung Ko when she met him on the street while she was
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waiting for her new passport. This utterance shows
something about the truth or fact of the speaker. So, it
belongs to the function of representatives.

San: Blanket for you?

Laura: Thank you, San San. (Expressives)

In this utterance “Thank you, San San” belongs
to expressives (thanking). Laura said these words when
San San gave the blanket to her one night at Karen rebels’
refugee camp as a reorganization of her kind hospitality.
The word “Thank” is used to show gratitude. So,
“Thanking” functions as expressives illocutionary act
expressed by the main character.

Andy: Oh, God. What?

Laura: 1It’s okay. Go back to sleep. (Directives)

The sample above is taken from Laura’s
utterance. It was found in her utterance “Go back to
sleep” is classified as ordering in the conversation
between Laura and Andy when she dreamed about the
violent deaths of her husband and son like in the real
world. Because of the nightmare, she suddenly shouted
while she was sleeping and her sister woke up and got a
shock of seeing her appearance. At that time, Laura told
her sister to sleep back and she is okay with that.

Andy: Here, take my cash. You’ve got the
number of The Oriental, right? I’'m going
to stay there until I hear from you.

Laura: Andy, don’t worry about me. It’s just a
couple of days. [I'll be fine.
(Commissives)

The utterance “I’ll be fine” above contains
commissives (promising). Laura said these words to Andy
Bowman, her sister when her tour group leaves the
country, Laura cannot leave with them as her passport
was stolen the previous night. Her sister worried about
Laura for her felt alone in Rangoon. So, she told Andy not
to worry about her and she will get the new passport.
When she got it, she would get on the first flight to
Bangkok.

4. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

In this chapter, findings and discussion are
presented. According to the data collected of five types
of illocutionary acts, only four types are found in the main
character’s utterances in the movie “Beyond Rangoon”.
They are representatives, expressives, directives and
commissives. In this movie, the main character says 256
utterances. It was found that 155 utterances belong to
representatives, 87 belong to directives, 20 to expressives
and three utterances function as commissives. As the film
director created the movie about a lady doctor whose
husband and son were murdered, her lament, and her
experinces during her stay in Myanmar (Burma),
declarations are not found. In addition, the main character
describes about her tragic story. Therefore, the type
representatives is the most frequently uttered by the main
character.

Table 2. Frequency and Percentage of
Illocutionary Acts Found in Laura Bowman’s
Utterances

Illocutionary

Acts
Percentage

Utterances
Frequency

No.

0 0%

[N
poile)

@D | D
T |0
=
o
ol

1,2,3,4,5 6,7, 8, 10, 58.49 %
11, 12, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20,

21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 27, 29,
30, 34, 37, 38, 39, 42, 44,
48, 49, 54, 55, 57, 60, 62,
63, 64, 66, 67, 74, 76, 77,
80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 90, 93,
94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99,
101, 103, 104, 105, 106,
107, 109, 110, 111, 112,
113, 114, 115, 116, 118,
119, 120, 121, 125, 128,
131, 132, 133, 134, 141,
142, 149, 152, 153, 154,
159, 160, 161, 162, 163,
168, 169, 170, 180, 185,
186, 187, 188, 190, 191,
192, 193, 196, 197, 198,
200, 201, 207, 208, 209,
210, 211, 212, 214, 215,
216, 217, 218, 219, 224,
225, 226, 227, 228, 229,
231, 232, 233, 235, 236,
237, 239, 240, 241, 242,
243, 244, 245, 246, 247,
248, 249, 250, 251, 252,
253, 254, 255, 256, 259,
260, 262, 264

3. Exp 9, 32, 46, 47, 100, 102, | 20 7.55%
122, 123, 135, 158, 164,
165, 166, 171, 174, 176,

177, 238, 258, 261

4. Dir 13, 14, 15, 26, 28, 31, 33, | 87
35, 36, 40, 41, 43, 50, 51,
52, 53, 56, 58, 59, 61, 65,
68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 75,
78, 79, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89,
91, 92, 108, 117, 124,
126, 127, 129, 130, 136,
137, 138, 139, 140, 143,
144, 145, 146, 147, 148,
150, 151, 155, 156, 157,
167, 172, 173, 175, 178,
179, 182, 183, 189, 194,
195, 199, 202, 203, 204,
205, 206, 213, 220, 221,
222, 223, 230, 234, 257,
263, 265

32.83%

5. Com 45,181,184 3 1.13%

Total 265 | 100 %

The above table shows the frequency and
percentage of the types of illocutionary acts. It is found
that 155 data of representatives are the most frequent
illocutionary act and its percentage is 58.49 %. And it can
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be seen 87 data of directives as the second frequent used
in Laura Bowman’s utterances and its percentage is 32.83
%. The type expressives is used 20 times and its
percentage is 7.55 %. And, it is found that the least
frequent used type is commissives which is used only 3
times (1.13 %). Declarations is not found in the utterances
in the movie “Beyond Rangoon”.

5. CONCLUSIONS

In this present research, the movie “Beyond
Rangoon” was used to classify the main character’s
utterances through the five types of illocutionary acts
proposed by Yule (1996). According to the classification,
it is found that “representatives” is the most dominant
type and “commissives” is the least dominant one, but
“declarations” is not found in the main character’s
utterances. This is because the main character, Laura
Bowman, tells about her tragic story of her husband and
son. Though the story is based on actual events of 8888
uprising in Burma, the director is likely to give the
audience the moral lesson of overcoming the difficulties
by seeing the others’ struggling to survive in the worse
situation.

It is hoped that the present paper will be a partial
help for other researchers (teachers and students). Future
researches can be carried out based on illocutionary acts
by using different materials or different genres.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

We would like to express our profound gratitude
to Dr. Myin Zu Minn, Pro-Rector, Mandalar University
for her permission and great help in writing this research

paper.

REFERENCES

[1] Ani Fatat Zulfa, The Types of Illocutionary Acts on the
Hackerman’s Utterances in Cyberbully Movie, a graduating
paper, State Islamic University Sunan Kalijaga Yogyakarta,
2018, pp-1-37.

[2] Beyond Rangoon (1995) - Plot Summary (2). Retrieved
August 2020, from

[3] Beyond Rangoon Movie Awards (1996). Retrieved August
2020, from
https://m.imdb.com/title/tt0112495/awards?ref_=mmttawd

[4] Beyond Rangoon Movie Link. Retrieved August 2020,
from
https://www.facebook.com/100013451146936/videos/1058
901897901505/

[5] Beyond Rangoon Movie Reviews. Retrieved August 2020,
from https://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/beyond-
rangoon-1995

[6] Beyond Rangoon Movie Script (2012). Retrieved July
2020, from

[7] Fita Nur Rahayu, M. Bahri Arifin and Setya Ariani,
Illocutionary Act in the Main Character’s Utterances in
Mirror Mirror Movie, Journal llmu Budaya Vol.2, No.2,
Mulawarman University, 2018, pp-175-187.

[8] Fitrahtun Nisa, Indirect Speech Acts of Jan’s and May’s
Utterances in the Single Moms Club Movie: Analysis of
Illocutionary Acts, a graduating paper, State Islamic

University Sunan Kalijaga Yogyakarta, 2017, pp-1-14,
102-137.

[9] Garda Arif Wicaksono, An Analysis of Declaractive Speech
Act in the Movie My Lawyer, Mr jo: Pragmatics Approach,
Journal of English Language studies Vol 3, University of
Ahmad Dahlan Yogyakarta, 2018, pp-91-100.
https://m.imdb.com/title/tt0112495/plotsummary
https://subslikescript.com/movie/Beyond_Rangoon11245

[10] Jack C. Richards and Richard Schmidt, The Longman
Dictionary of Language Teaching and Applied Linguistics,
Pearson Education Limited, London, England, 2010, pp-
449,

[11] John Searle, Expression and Meaning, Studies the theory of
Speech acts, Cambridge University Press, New York. 1979,
pp-12-20.

[12] Karya Tulis Ilmiah, The analysis of Illocutionary Act in
“American Sniper” Movie, Thesis, Jombang, Indonesia,
2015, pp-1-85.

[13] Leech, Geoffrey, The Principle of Pragmatics, Longman
Group Limited, London, 1983, pp-1.

[14] Muhammad Azizul Chakim and Haris Dibdyaningsih, “An
Analysis of Teacher Speech Act in Giving Motivation for
English Students” Journal of English Language Teaching
and Islamic Integration, Vol. 2, No.2, Surabaya, Indonesia,
2019, pp-218-229.

[15] Yule George, Pragmatics, Oxford University Press, New
York, 1996, pp-3, 47-48, 53-54.

[16] Yule George, The Study of Language. Cambridge,
UK; New York: Cambridge University Press, 2010, pp-
131-132.

Journal of Information Technology and Education Science 2020, Vol-02 165


https://m.imdb.com/title/tt0112495/awards?ref_=mmttawd
https://www.facebook.com/100013451146936/videos/1058901897901505/
https://www.facebook.com/100013451146936/videos/1058901897901505/
https://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/beyond-rangoon-1995
https://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/beyond-rangoon-1995
https://m.imdb.com/title/tt0112495/plotsummary
https://subslikescript.com/movie/Beyond_Rangoon11245
https://karyatulisilmiah.com/the-analysis-of-illocutionary-act-in-american-sniper-movie/
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ABSTRACT: The aim of this study is to investigate the preferred learning styles of the undergraduate Arts and
Science specialization students at Mandalar University. The objectives are to classify Arts and Science students’
preferred learning styles; to observe the similarities and differences between Arts and Science students; and to find out
the most significant learning style and the least significant learning style. Perceptual Learning Style Preference
Questionnaire (PLSPQ) designed by Reid 1987: 1998 (cited by Wissal Belhaj Rhouma 2016) is used to collect data. (80)
Arts students and (80) Science students participated in this study. The findings showed that both of the two groups have
the same preferences in Kinesthetic Learning Style rather than the rest three learning styles, but they have the different
preferences in the fact that Arts students chose visual learning style as the second most preferred one while Science
students chose auditory learning style. Moreover, the least preferred learning style of Arts students is auditory one and
that of Science students is visual one. It is hoped that the current research will give a hand to extend more researches for
both teachers and students in teaching-learning environment.

Keywords: environment; learning styles; preferences; survey; undergraduate

1. INTRODUCTION

Learning styles play an important role in
education. The disparity between teaching and learning
styles is the source of the problems that many students
usually face. To be able to cope with these problems,
teachers need to identify the students’ preferred learning
style. Therefore, determining the learning styles is the
cornerstone of the successful teaching-learning process.
Teachers should examine students’ preferred learning
styles. If teachers know the importance of comprehending
learning styles, it cannot only help the students but also
help the teachers to be more effective in their teaching-
learning environment.

Learners may have different learning styles to
get knowledge or message from something. Learners’
learning styles depend on their former experience, former
learning style, specialization, gender and age. In order to
meet the teaching goal, teachers should examine their
students’ preferred learning style and choose the most
suitable style that is in harmony with their preferences.
Therefore, the researchers chose this title to investigate
the preferred learning styles of the undergraduate Arts

and Science specialization students at Mandalar
University.

The present research deals with the following
questions:

a.What are the similarities and differences
between Arts and Science students?

b. What is the most significant learning style and
what is the least significant style within two
groups?

The aim is to investigate the preferred learning
styles of the undergraduate Arts and Science
Specialization students at Mandalar University. The
objectives are to classify Arts and Science students’
preferred learning styles, to observe the differences and

similarities between Arts and Science students and to find
out the most significant learning style and the least
significant learning style.

The present paper contains four chapters:
Introduction, Theoretical background, Findings and
Discussion followed by Conclusion.

2. THEORETICAL BACKGROUND

In this part, learning styles, the related research
and research methodology are presented.

2.1. Learning Styles

Reid (1995) claims that learning style means the
particular ways in which each student engages in
learning. Individuals have different learning styles, that
is, they differ in their “natural, habitual, and preferred
way(s) of absorbing, processing, and retaining new
information and skills”. Learning styles are not fixed
modes of behaviours, and based on different situations
and tasks, styles can be extended and modified (Reid
1987; Oxford 2011). Views that understanding a student’s
learning style put the focus on that student’s strengths,
rather than on his or her weaknesses according to O’ Neil
(1990).

Therefore, learning styles play as a crucial role
in teaching and learning process. Even when teachers
know their students’ learning styles, they can choose the
most suitable teaching strategies for students to get good
outcomes.

Reid (1987: 1998) proposed the Perceptual
Learning Styles is selected for the current research (see
Appendix-A). The original questionnaire or Reid (1987)
contains two parts. The four sensory channels such as
visual, auditory, kinesthetic and tactile are included in the
first part. Social factors, group learning style and
individual learning style connected with the second part.
In the current research, the second part is ignored due to
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the difficulty to collect data from students in this difficult
situation due to Covid-19.

2.1.1. Visual Learning Style

Visual learning style is learning in which
messages are taken in through the eyes. Visual learners
prefer to learn using graphs, posters, maps, illustrations,
charts, diagrams and videos etc, to catch information and
communicate with each other. The best place for students
who like visual learning is a classroom because they can
learn the knowledge through overheads, the chalkboards
or the whiteboards, pictures, flip charts, power-point
presentations and many other visual items.

2.1.2. Auditory Learning Style

In auditory learning style, messages are taken in
through the ears. The main way of auditory learners is
listening and speaking. Therefore, they can easily
understand and get information during a lecture. They
love attending lectures and recording them so that they
can listen to them again. They also like to discuss the
concepts and share knowledge with others. They gain
new knowledge well by reading aloud and listening to
audio tapes, lectures and classroom discussions.

2.1.3. Kinesthetic Learning Style

Kinesthetic learning style is the style that is
learnt by participating in classroom activities such as
group work, pair work and by making charts or posters
for group-work activities. Kinesthetic learners receive
some benefits through such kind of experiences.
Therefore, they prefer to take part in classroom activities
to listen to the lecture or watch visual elements.

2.1.4. Tactile Learning Style

In tactile learning, messages are taken in through
“hands-on” experiences with materials such as working
on experiments in laboratories, handling and building
models. Tactile learners can be in the most successful
situation by touching and working with materials.
Moreover, they can participate in the classroom activities:
writing notes or instructions. Tactile is more moderate
though it is often grouped with the Kinesthetic learning
style.

2.2. Related Research

The first related research “Perceptual Learning
Styles Preferences and Academic Achievement” was
conducted by Wissal Belhaj Rhouma at Institut Superieur
des Langues de Tunis, Tunisia (2016). The aim is to
investigate  the  relationship  between  academic
achievement and students’ perceptual learning style. The
data were collected from 62 first year undergraduate
students of Russian at ISLT by using Reid’s (1987; 1998)
Perceptual Learning Style Preference Questionnaire
(PLSPQ). Though there are two parts in the original
questionnaire, the researcher uses only the first part.
Group Learning Style and Individual Learning Style
included in the second part are removed. Collected data
were categorized into four groups: Visual, Auditory,
Kinesthetic and Tactile. The results show that Kinesthetic

Learning Style is the most preferred style whereas Tactile
is the least preferred one.

The second related research “Learning-style
Preference of ESL Students” was done by Almasa
Mulalic, Parilah Mohd Shah and Fauziah Ahmad at the
Department of Language and Communication, Universiti
Tenaga Nasional (UNITEN) (2009). In the research,
160students were selected as respondents. Then the
Perceptual Learning Style (PLS) of ESL students was
assessed by using the PLSPQ developed by Joy Reid
(1987). 74 female students (46.3%) and 86 male students
(53.8%) took part in the research. Among these 160
students, three different races such as 56 Malays (35.5%)
included. The aim is to determine the Perceptual Learning
Style (PLS) of ESL students and to analyse different
learning styles according to gender and race. The results
showed that students preferred kinesthetic most and
minor preference for visual, auditory and group learning.
Results also revealed that female students expressed their
preferred learning styles that are related to feeling, and
female students are more subjective, field-sensitive and
reflective than males.

The last related research ‘“Learning Style
Preferences among College Students” was carried out by
Lamya Alkooheji and Abdulghani Al-Hattami at
University of Bahrain. The purpose is to determine what
factors affect undergraduate students’ learning style
preferences, gender, age, college affiliation and type of
activities. A number of 185 students from four colleges:
the University of Bahrain, the College of IT, the College
of engineering, the College of Arts and the College of
Science, took part in the research. An online VARK
(Visual, Aural, Read/ Write and Kinesthetic) for
“younger people questionnaire” by Fleming & Baume
(2006) was used. The VARK questionnaire consisted of
16 items about learning style preferences. The results
showed that the sort of activity had the most significant
effect on learning style preferences. Visual was the most
popular for IT students while the rest three groups
preferred Kinesthetic learning style most.

3. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

In this section, the current research was
conducted by using perceptual learning style preference
questionnaires designed by Reid (1987: 1998).
Questionnaires were distributed to 160 undergraduate
students at Mandalar University. Data were collected
from 80 Arts students and 80 Science students. Data
collection, data analysis and data interpretation were
carried out.

3.1. Data Collection and Data Analysis

Firstly, Perceptual Learning Style Preference
Questionnaire (PLSPQ) designed by Reid (1987:1998) is
distributed to the students. There are 20 items in the
questionnaire, five questions for each learning style
(Visual, Auditory, Kinesthetic and Tactile). For each
question, the respondents have to choose one of the five
alternatives on a 5-point Likert scale: ‘strongly agree
(SA), agree (A), undecided (U), disagree (D), or strongly
disagree (SD)’. If the respondent chooses ‘strongly agree’
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for an item, he will get a score of 5. When the answer is
‘agree’, the score is 4. When the participant chooses
‘undecided’, the score is 3. For choosing “disagree”, the
score is 2 and for “strongly disagree”, the score is 1. The
scores for each learning style are added to get a total
score. Then, the total score for each style is multiplied by
2.

Reid (1987; 1998) constructed the scales of the
learning style scores (cited by Wissal Belhaj Rhouma,
2016). These are the score of major learning style, the
score of minor learning style and the score of negligible
learning style. Major learning style score ranges between
38 and 50, Minor learning style score ranges between 25
and 37 while Negligible learning style score ranges
between 0 and 24.

The collected data were analysed and, the
frequency and percentages were shown in tables. Coding
system is used as follows:

Visual Learning Style = \%
Auditory Learning Style = A
Kinesthetic Learning Style = K
Tactile Learning Style T
Major Learning Style = Maj
Minor Learning Style = Min
Negligible Learning Style = Neg
Frequency = Fre
Percentage = Per

Table 1. Frequency and Percentage of Preferred
Learning Styles of Arts Students

Learning Style Arts Students
Fre Per

Maj 61 76.25%
v | Min 19 23.75%
Neg 0 00.00%
Maj 52 65.00%
A | Min 28 35.00%
Neg 0 00.00%
Maj 66 82.50%

K | Min 14 17.50%
Neg 0 00.00%
Maj 56 70.00%

T | Min 24 30.00%
Neg 0 00.00%

Table 1 shows the frequency and percentage of
undergraduate Arts students’ preferred learning style at
Mandalar University. According to the table, most of the
Arts students chose kinesthetic learning style as their
major learning style followed by visual, tactile and
auditory learning styles. Most of the Arts students prefer
auditory learning style to other three learning styles as

their minor learning style. But, they do not express any
learning styles as their negligible learning style.

Table 2. Frequency and Percentage of Preferred
Learning Styles of Science Students

Learning Style ?:crieence Studle:z)r;trs
Maj 28 35.00%
vV | Min 50 62.50%
Neg 2 2.50%
Maj 47 58.75%
A | Min 33 41.25%
Neg 0 00.00%
Maj 51 63.75%
K | Min 29 36.25%
Neg 0 00.00%
Maj 43 53.75%
T | Min 34 42.50%
Neg 3 3.75%

Table 2 points out the frequency and percentage
of Science students’ learning style preferences at
Mandalar University. Most Science students chose
kinesthetic learning style as their major learning style like
Arts students. However, many students are much more
interested in visual as their minor learning style. Only a
few students chose visual and tactile as their negligible
learning style.

Table 3. Frequency and Percentage of Preferred
Learning Styles of Arts and Science Students

Learning Arts Science
Style Fre Per Fre Per
Maj | 61 | 76.25% | 28 | 35.00%
v |Min | 19 | 2375% | 50 | 62.50%
Neg 0 00.00% 2 2.50%
Maj | 52 | 65.00% | 47 | 58.75%
A |Min | 28 | 3500% | 33 | 41.25%
Neg 0 00.00% 0 00.00%
Maj | 66 | 8250% | 51 | 63.75%
K |Min | 14 | 1750% | 29 | 36.25%
Neg 0 00.00% 0 00.00%
Maj | 56 | 70.00% | 43 | 53.75%
T | Min | 24 | 3000% | 34 | 42.50%
Neg 0 00.00% 3 3.75%

According to the collected data, both of these
groups mostly express strong preference for kinesthetic
learning style as major learning style. Arts students
tended to choose visual learning style as the second most
preferred one in major learning style while Science
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students chose auditory learning style as the second. For
Aurts students, auditory learning style is the least preferred
whereas Science students chose visual learning style.

Table 4. Total Frequency and Percentage of
Preferred Learning Styles of Arts and Science

Students
Total
Learning Style
Fre Per

Maj 89 55.62%
V Min 69 43.13%

Neg 2 1.25%

Maj 99 61.87%
A Min 61 38.13%

Neg 0 00.00%

Maj 117 73.12%
K Min 43 26.88%

Neg 0 00.00%

Maj 99 61.87%
T Min 58 36.25%

Neg 3 1.88%

Table 4 shows the total frequency and percentage of
preferred learning style of 160 Arts and Science students.
According to the data most students chose kinesthetic as
their major learning style. Over half of the students chose
auditory and tactile as their major learning style. Only
one third of the students are interested in visual learning
style as major learning style. On the other hand, many
students chose visual learning style as minor learning
style followed by auditory, tactile and kinesthetic. As
negligible learning style, nobody chose auditory and
kinesthetic learning style.

4. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

The findings and discussion of the preferred
learning styles of undergraduate Arts and Science
students are presented in this section. The following
figure points out different learning styles of
undergraduate Arts and Science students.
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40.00%
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Figurel: Comparison of Arts and Science Students’
preferred learning styles

L] Arts

Science

As shown in Figure 1, the most significant
similarity is that both Arts and Science specialization
students prefer kinesthetic learning style to the rest three
learning styles. Most of the Arts specialization students
(82.50%) and most of the Science specialization students
(63.75%) chose kinesthetic learning style as their major
learning style. Though many Arts students prefer visual
learning style as their second major learning style,
Science students prefer auditory learning style as their
second choice. Another difference is concerned with the
students who chose visual as their major learning style.
Though 76.25% of Arts students favour visual learning
style as their major learning style, merely 35.00% of
Science students are interested in it as their major
learning style. Tactile is standing as third major learning
style for both specialization students.

Kinesthetic learners naturally enjoy participating
in classroom activities. Therefore, teachers should let the
students do group work, pair work by creating charts or
posters. Indeed, Kinesthetic learners enjoy learning with
action and movement as opposed to stillness and
immobility. Therefore, more activities should be created
for the students. Arts students chose visual learning style
as their second preferred one while Science students
chose auditory learning style as the second. Visual
learners usually learn best when information is presented
visually and in a picture. For those students, using graphs,
posters, maps, pictures, flip charts, diagrams, videos,
overheads, whiteboards, power-point presentation and
many other visual items is an effective way for them to
get the messages of the lessons easily. Auditory learners
learn best by listening and speaking. They usually feel
comfortable with lectures and discussions and theyget the
messages by using CD-ROM, audio tapes and videos
with ease. Third priority of both specializations is tactile
learning style.Such kinds of students usually enjoy doing
artwork, laboratory experiments and building models.
Moreover, they like taking notes and underline important
information when they read.

According to the results, most of the Arts
students are much more interested in each learning style
than Science students. Though the Arts students’ first
priority is kinesthetic learning style, it is not greatly
different from other learning styles. Their first priority,
kinesthetic learning style is followed by visual (76.25%),
tactile (70.00%) and auditory learning style (65.00%)
respectively. It is found that most of the Arts students are
interested in all learning styles whereas most of the
Science students are less interested only in visual learning
style. Only one third of the Science students enjoy visual
learning. They prefer kinesthetic, tactile and auditory in
order.

It is generally found that Arts students enjoy the
major learning styles more than Science students whereas
Science students enjoy most of the minor learning styles.
On the other hand, Science students enjoy the minor
learning styles more than Arts students.
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learning styles can be different from each others’ style
according to their background knowledge, level of
understanding and learning experiences. If teaching styles
match with students’ learning style, students will have
better achievements. Teachers should adopt a balanced
approach to effective teaching strategies and activities
that are compatible with the students’ preferences.
Therefore, the present research focuses on the
investigation on the preferred learning styles of
undergraduate Arts and Science specialization students at
Mandalar University. Arts students chose kinesthetic
learning style as their major learning style followed by
visual, tactile and auditory in order. On the other hand,
Science students chose kinesthetic learning style as their
major learning style followed by auditory, tactile and
visual in order. Both of the two specialization groups
preferred kinesthetic learning style. The results show that
both groups of students prefer active classroom activities
or student-centred approach to traditional teaching style
or teacher-centred approach. To meet the needs of the
kinesthetic learners, teachers or instructors should design
teaching strategies that include active classroom
activities. It is hoped that the current paper will be a
partial help for other researchers or learners. It is
recommended that further studies can be carried out
based on different participants by using different theories.
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ABSTRACT: The purpose of the study was to investigate the level of cognitive difficulty that was tested in the
reading comprehension question section of the Matriculation English question papers. The reading comprehension
question items were collected from the English question papers that were tested during the four-year period (from 2017
to 2020 Myanmar Matriculation Exams). The reading comprehension questions were divided into two categories. The
questions belonging to the category of 2017 and 2018 Matriculation Exams were based on seen reading passages
whereas the questions belonging to the category of 2019 and 2020 Matriculation Exams were based on unseen reading
passages. In this study the data were analyzed by means of Revised Bloom’s Taxonomy (2001). The results showed that
2017 and 2018 reading comprehension questions contained only lower order thinking skills whereas 2019 and 2020
reading comprehension questions contained both lower order thinking skills and higher order thinking skills. This
indicated a significant improvement in the cognitive level of the questions being tested in the standardized test. It was
hoped that this research would be of some help to teachers who have been teaching English to matriculation students.

Keywords: Bloom’s Taxonomy; cognitive difficulty; higher order thinking skills; lower order thinking skills;

1. INTRODUCTION

Assessment is one of the vital pedagogical
practices for both teaching and learning. It requires a
collection of instruments and techniques which can be
used in classrooms to help teachers accurately identify
their learners’ needs and competencies. In other words, it
is a pedagogical tool to gather information about learners
in order to properly identify their strengths and
weaknesses.

Scriven (1967) coined the terms ‘formative’ and
‘summative’ assessment. According to Trumbull and
Lash (2013), formative assessment is an effective tool to
help students shape their own learning and bolster their
ability to learn when they understand that the goal of
teaching is to improve learning, not to get good marks.
However, summative assessment is an appraisal of
learning at the end of an instructional unit. It often
compares students’ knowledge or skills with set standards
or benchmarks. Summative assessment tools include
chapter-end test, semester exams, midterm exams, final
project papers, teacher-designed tests, standardized tests,
and high-stakes tests. Myanmar Matriculation Exam
belongs to the category of standardized test. It is used to
grade students before they enroll at different universities.
This research is significant in that it can help teachers
understand better question setting techniques. Even
though there were a few studies on summative assessment
of university exam questions in Myanmar, there was still
a lack of robust research on standardized test assessment.
Therefore, this research was carried out to understand the
nature of question setting techniques.

It is assumed that there would be a rise in the
level of cognitive difficulty for the section of reading
comprehension questions in English Question Papers of
the second category of 2019 and 2020 Matriculation
Exams. The purpose of the study was to investigate the
level of cognitive difficulty that was tested in the reading

comprehension question section of the English question
papers. The reading comprehension question items were
collected from the English question papers that were
tested during the four-year period (from 2017 to 2020
Myanmar Matriculation Exams). Matriculation Exams for
2017 and 2018 contained only seen passages. However,
Matriculation Exams for 2019 and 2020 contained unseen
passages. Based on the assumption that there would be a
rise in the level of cognitive difficulty in the
comprehension questions of 2019 and 2020 Matriculation
Exams, an attempt was made to analyze the reading
comprehension questions set for the seen and unseen
passages.

1.1. Research Questions

1. What levels of cognitive domain are assessed for
reading comprehension questions of
Matriculation Exams?

2. What kinds of thinking skills are mostly found in
these questions?

1.2. Aim and Objectives

The aim of the research paper was to investigate
the level of cognitive difficulty that was tested in the
reading comprehension question section of the English
question papers of 2017 to 2020 Matriculation Exams.

The objectives of the research paper are as
follows:

1. to find out to what extent six levels of cognitive
domain are assessed in the section of the reading
comprehension questions

2. to identify the lower and higher order thinking
skills that are tested in the reading
comprehension questions of 2017 to 2020
Matriculation Exams
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2. LITERATURE REVIEW

Anderson and Krathwohl (2001) revised
Bloom’s Taxonomy created by Bloom and his colleagues
in 1956. It is a classification of intellectual behavior and
learning in order to identify and measure progressively
sophisticated learning of students. Bloom’s taxonomy is
especially important in assessing students’ ability to use
information given in a reading passage. They must not be
trained just to recall and regurgitate the given information
as learning requires higher order thinking skills.

In her M.Ed. thesis “Analyzing English
Textbook Questions for the Elementary Eight Grade in
Palestine Based on Bloom’s Taxonomy of Educational
Goals at its Cognitive Domain” Fatima M. Alul (2000)
attempted to find out to which degree the prescribed eight
grade textbook developed higher thinking skills through
the instructional questions. The textbook questions were
analyzed and compared according to Bloom’s taxonomy
(1956). The number of questions for each cognitive level
was tallied. Then frequencies and percentages of lower
and higher critical thinking skills were tallied and
tabulated by means of bar graphs. It was found from her
research that there was a preponderance of more low-
order critical thinking skills in the questions analyzed.
The researcher finally concluded that the current
questioning techniques should be upgraded to raise
cognitive level.

In their paper “A Content Analysis of the Wh-
questions in the EFL Textbook That’s Right the
researchers Dr. Igbaria, A.K. and Ghanayem, A. (2020)
attempted to study the Wh-questions in the textbook of
That’s Right based on Bloom’s taxonomy. The units of
analysis used in their data were 324 questions collected
from the five units of the book. Frequencies and
percentages of the questions for each cognitive level were
calculated. According to the results, it was found that 245
questions out of 324 questions belonged to lower order
thinking skills. Only 79 questions belonged to higher
order thinking skills. The researchers recommended in
their paper that more questions that put more focus on
higher order thinking skills should be developed by
holding workshops so that cognitive level of students
could be raised. They also recommended that future
researches should be conducted with the aim of
examining cultural content of a textbook so that cognitive
level of students could be raised.

3. MATERIALS AND METHOD

The data used in the study were 40 questions (20
questions for local Matriculation students and 20
questions for Matriculation students who were away in a
foreign country). They were collected and divided into
two categories: the first category containing questions
based on seen passages from 2017 and 2018
Matriculation Exams and the second category containing
questions based on unseen passages from 2019 and 2020
Matriculation Exams.

The instrument employed in this study was
Bloom’s Taxonomy revised by Anderson and Krathwohl
(2001). Six levels of cognitive domain were used to
analyze reading comprehension questions from the
English Question Papers of 2017 to 2020 Matriculation
Exams held in Myanmar.

Table 1. Six Levels of Cognitive Domain (Revised
Bloom’s Taxonomy, 2001)
(from Vanderbilt University Center for Teaching)

Bloom’s Taxonomy

Create Produce new or original work
Design, assemble, construct,
conjecture, develop, formulate, author,
investigate

Evaluate Justify a stand or decision
Appraise, argue, defend, judge, select,
support, value, criticize, weigh

Analyze Draw connections among ideas
Differentiate, organize, relate, compare,
contrast, distinguish, examine,
experiment, question, test

Apply Use information in new situations
Execute, implement, solve, use,
demonstrate, interpret, operate,
schedule, sketch

Understand | Explain ideas or concepts
Classify, describe, discuss, explain,
identify, locate, recognize, report,
select, translate

Remember | Recall facts and basic concepts
Define, duplicate, list, memorize,
repeat, state

Sample Question Stems and Key Verbs for Different
Levels

Remembering (What do you remember about ---? / How
would you define / identify / recognize ---? / What would
you choose ---? / Describe what happens when ---? / How
[ where is (are) ---? / Which one or what is (are) ---? /
Why or when did ---? / Who was ---? / List, Label, locate,
match, etc.)

Understanding (How would you generalize / express ---?
/ What can you infer from ---? / What did you observe---?
/ Which ones support ---? Explain, interpret, outline,
discuss, translate, restate, describe, identify, etc.)
Applying (How would you demonstrate / present /
change / modify ---? / Solve, use, predict, construct,
perform, classify, apply, etc.)

Analyzing (How can you sort the parts ---? / What can
you infer ---? / What ideas validate ---? / How would you
explain --? / What is the function / main idea of ---?
Analyze, identify, examine, investigate, etc.)

Evaluating (What criteria would you use to assess ---? /
What data were used to evaluate ---? / How would you
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verify-? / What information would you use to prioritize--?
Evaluate, find, select, decide, justify, debate, judge, etc.)
Creating (What alternative would you suggest for ---? /
What changes would you make to revise ---? / How
would you generate a plan to ---? / What would you
invent ---? Create, invent, compose, propose, plan,
design, formulate, develop, etc.)
The steps involved in analyzing the data were as

follows:
1. The reading comprehension questions were

categorized into different levels of cognitive domain.

2. These questions were classified as Remembering,
Understanding, Applying, Analyzing, Evaluating and
Creating depending on their levels.

3. Overall tallies of both categories of lower order and
higher order thinking skills were calculated to see
whether there was a difference between the cognitive
levels of the two sets of the reading comprehension
questions.

For easy data analysis, the six levels of cognitive
domain were coded as follows: remembering as Re;
understanding as Un; applying as Ap; analyzing as An;
Evaluating as Ev and Creating as Cr.

4. DATA ANALYSIS

Comprehension
Questions

Re
Un
Ap
An
Ev
Cr

1. What were the | v/
diamond earrings in the
form of and what did the
author’s mother do after
wearing them?

2. How did his father | v
buy those earrings?

3. What did the author | v | v
say to his mother when
she dressed up to go out?
Why?

4. What does his father | v
do to the earrings and
why?

5. How did his mother | v
make extra  money?
Why?

Figure 1. (Data Analysis of Reading Comprehension
Questions for 2017 Matriculation Examination)
(Foreign)

Explanation: in Question Numbers 1, 2. 4 and 5 the
answers can be easily identified and the information of
the questions is easy to look for. Therefore, the cognitive
level of these questions is remembering. However, in
Question Number 3 not only remembering level but also
understanding level is tested because the reordering of the
idea is also required to answer the question. Therefore,

the cognitive level of this question is a little higher than
that of the other questions.

Comprehension

. [ Q. C > o
Questions O < | < w o

Re

1. How many REM | v
periods of dreaming do
normal people have a
night and how long does
the last REM period last?

2. When do dreams | v
become more intense and
when do  nightmares
occur?

3. What do some people | v
do to get relief from
unpleasant dreams?

4. What kind of sentences | v
do many people talk in
their sleep?

5. How do people feel | v
when they come to know
they were talking in their
sleep? Why?

Figure 2. (Data Analysis of Reading Comprehension
Questions for 2017 Matriculation Examination)
(Local)

Explanation: frequency and duration of REM periods in
Question Number 1, time of dreams and nightmares in
Question Number 2, action of those who do not get a
sound sleep in Question Number 3, the things people talk
in Question Number 4 and the feelings of those who talk
in their sleep in Question Number 5 are the facts to be
looked for in the passage. These answers can be directly
lifted from the passage. Therefore, these questions belong
to remembering level.

Comprehension o | | af | | =
Questions x| o< < wo
1. What matters most to | v
you and what is a foolish
thing to suggest?

2. What is the key to the | v
success of people with
all kinds of “beauty
handicaps™?

3. What does looking | v
good mean and what
doesn’t it mean?

4. What can happen to | v
you when you are on a
diet and how can you
improve your looks?

5. How can you prevent | v
bad smell?

Figure 3. (Data Analysis of Reading Comprehension
Questions for 2018 Matriculation Examination)
(Foreign)
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Explanation: the kind of personality and the suggestion in
Question Number 1, the key to success for beauty-
handicapped people in Question Number 2, the
definitions of looking good and looking not good in
Question Number 3, the consequence of being on a diet
and the way of improving looks in Question Number 4
and the way of preventing bad smell in Question Number
5 are the facts to be searched for in the passage. The
answers are very obvious in the passage. They can be
directly lifted. Therefore, all of the questions belong to
remembering level.

Comprehension ol el al el > | =
Questions X o|<|<|Ww| o
1. What separates | v
Malaysia into two
sections and what are
the sections?

2. Why should those | v
who visit Malaysia
not miss Kuala
Lumpur?

3. How big are| v
Melaka and Penang
and what kind of
cities are they?

4. What can visitors | v/
find in Melaka and

Penang?
5. What kind of | v
beach resorts does

Malaysia have and
what kind of sports
can visitors do there?

Figure 4. (Data Analysis of Reading Comprehension
Questions for 2018 Matriculation Examination)
(Local)

Explanation: the name of the sea and the names of the
two sections of Malaysia in Question Number 1, the
reason of visiting Kuala Lumpur in Question Number 2,
the size of Melaka and Penang and their types in Question
Number 3, the sights to be seen in Melaka and Penang in
Question Number 4 and the type of Malaysia’s beach
resorts and the sports visitors can do in Question Number
5 are the facts to be looked for in the passage. These
questions also belong to remembering level because they
can be easily lifted from the passage. These details are
clearly stated in the passage.

Comprehension o
Questions @

1. According to the v
author, in what forms
can we drink water?
2. How much water v
should an adult drink
a day according to
the experts?

An
Ev
Cr

a
<

Un

3. Why isn’t drinking v
coffee the same as
drinking water?

4. What will happen v
to you if you lose
water in your body?

5. Why do you think v
drinking water helps
you lose weight?

Figure 5. (Data Analysis of Reading Comprehension
Questions for 2019 Matriculation Examination)
(Foreign)

Explanation: the forms of water that can be drunk in
Question Number 1 and the amount of water to be drunk
daily in Question Number 2 are the facts to be searched
for in the passage. They belong to remembering level as
they can be lifted directly from the passage. However,
Question Numbers 3 and 4 belong to understanding level
because it is necessary to reorder the ideas of drinking
coffee and water in Question Number 3. In Question
Number 4 it is necessary to link the cause with its
consequence. Therefore, understanding is required for
this question. Question Number 5 belongs to creating
level because students’ own answers are invited based on

the information in the passage.

Comprehension ol c|l al | >
Questions x| o< g W
1. What does someone | v/
want you to do when he
says “After you”?

2. Why do many people | v
rush and push others
when they are lining up
for tickets at a cinema
hall?

3. What should | v
Myanmar people do
when they travel to
other nations?

4. How can we show | v
respect for each other
and what kind of place
will our nation become
by doing so?

5. Do you let other v
people do things before
you sometimes? Why?

Cr

Figure 6. (Data Analysis of Reading Comprehension
Questions for 2019 Matriculation Examination)
(Local)

Explanation: the thing you should do when people say
‘After you’ in Question Number 1, the reason people rush
and push in Question Number 2, the things Myanmar
people should do in a foreign country in Question
Number 3 and the way you show respect and the type of
country if you show respect in Question Number 4 are the
facts to be looked for in the passage. As they can be
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easily lifted from the passage, these questions belong to
remembering level. However, Question Number 5
belongs to creating level because students have to create
their own ideas creatively.

Comprehension o
Questions 24

1. What happens | v
when raindrops hit
the ground?

2. What are large | v
bodies of learning
formed from?

3. What do you need v v
to do to become an
expert in your field?
Why do you think
S0?

4. In the passage, v
what is
“knowledge”

5. After reading this v
passage, will you
stop learning? Why?

An
Ev
Cr

o
<

Un

Figure 7. (Data Analysis of Reading Comprehension
Questions for 2020 Matriculation Examination)
(Foreign)

Explanation: the things that can happen when raindrops
hit the ground in Question Number 1 and the way large
bodies of learning are formed in Question Number 2 are
the facts to be looked for in the passage. They can be
easily searched for in the passage. Therefore, these
questions belong to remembering level. In Question
Number 3 understanding is required because ideas need
to be reordered. This question also belongs to creating
level because students’ own opinion is asked in the
question. Question 4 belongs to analyzing level because
students need to draw connections between ideas.
Question Number 5 belongs to creating level because

students need to think of their own ideas.

Comprehension ® cl a
Questions x | o <
1. What is the benefit | v
of bathing every day?
2. How often should | v v
you condition your
hair? Why?

3. How often should | v
you wash your face
and why should you
use a mild facial
cleanser?

4. Why should you | v
rinse your mouth with
mouthwash?

An
Ev
Cr

5. What do you do to v
maintain your
personal hygiene?

Figure 8. (Data Analysis of Reading Comprehension
Questions for 2020 Matriculation Examination)
(Local)

Explanation: Question Numbers 1, 3 and 4 belong to
remembering level. The facts to be looked for in these
guestions are obvious in the passage. Question Number 2
belongs to both remembering and understanding levels
because the frequency of conditioning your hair can be
easily looked for. However, understanding is also
required to get the reason. Question Number 5 belongs to
creating level because students have to think of their own
opinions individually.

5. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

Levels Number of

Instances
Remembering 20
Understanding 1
Applying -
Analyzing -
Evaluating -
Creating -

Figure 9. (Total Tally of Different
Cognitive Levels from Analysis of
Seen Reading Passages)

Levels Number of

Instances
Remembering 12
Understanding 4
Applying -
Analyzing 1
Evaluating -
Creating 5

Figure 10. (Total Tally of Different
Cognitive Levels from Analysis of
Unseen Reading Passages)

Levels Number of | Number of
Instances in | Instances in
Seen Unseen
Passages Passages
Remembering 20 12
Understanding 1 4
Applying - -
Analyzing - 1
Evaluating - -
Creating - 5

Figure 11. (Comparison of Total Tallies of Different
Cognitive Levels from Analyses of
Seen and Unseen Reading Passages)
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Matriculation Exams for English Question
Papers for 2017 and 2018 belonged to old question
format. However, Matriculation Exams for English
Question Papers for 2019 and 2020 belonged to new
question format. In the old format the reading
comprehension questions were based on seen passages
taken from the prescribed textbook. Unlike the old
format, unseen passages were used in the new format. It
was found from the analysis of the data that remembering
level at the cognitive domain was significantly reduced
and creating level also significantly increased in the new
format reading comprehension test section.

It was also found from the analysis of the data
questions that the levels of understanding and analyzing
were slightly increased in the new format questions.
However, questions belonging to the levels of application
and evaluation were not utilized in these questions. Most
of the questions were confined to remembering level. It
might have been due to the fact that the pass percentage
of the final exam would be lowered if there was a
significant rise in the cognitive difficulty level.

6. CONCLUSIONS

In the study of the 20 reading comprehension
questions from the old format English Question Papers
and the 20 reading comprehension questions from the
new format English Question Papers there was a
significant rise in the level of cognitive difficulty for the
section of reading comprehension questions in new
format English questions. The purpose of the study was to
investigate the level of cognitive difficulty identified in
the reading comprehension question section of the
English question papers. The reading comprehension
questions were collected from the English question
papers of the old format 2017 and 2018 Myanmar
Matriculation Exams and the new format 2019 and 2020
Myanmar Matriculation English Papers.

Revised Bloom’s Taxonomy (2001) was used to
analyze the data. The results indicated that 2017 and 2018
reading comprehension questions that followed the old
format contained only lower order thinking skills whereas
2019 and 2020 reading comprehension questions that
followed the new format contained both lower order
thinking skills and higher order critical thinking skills. As
the new format put more emphasis on twenty first century
skills, there would be a shift towards the use of higher
order critical thinking skills. They would be definitely
reflected in the questions set in the exam papers.
However, sample question papers were very few in the
analysis. If many question papers were analyzed, more
concrete results would be obtained for the better teaching
and testing purposes. It was hoped that this research
would help English language teachers who have been
teaching English to matriculation students with their
English language teaching and testing.
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